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Controversies at Geneva.

Homerton,

SIR, June 8, 1824.

EPLORING, as I cannot but do,
the difference in religious senti-
ments between yourself with probably
the majority of your readers, and the
person who now addresses you, I am
assured of your entire concurrence
and cordial support in any well-meant
attempt to vindicate the rights of hu-
manity and to protest against domina-
tion over conscience, or any of the
forms of oppression, for the sake of
religious opinions.

Professor Cheneviere’s ¢ Summary
of the late Theological Controversies
at Geneva,’”” appéars to me to require
some animadversion in this point of
view. He has made an extremely
uncandid and unjust attack upon per-
sons, whom I regard as deserving the
esteem of all the friends of liberty and
religion: and he has committed a
heinous aggression against the dearest
right ang most mperative duty of
mankind, the open profession and
peaceable practice of religious con-
viction.

The general effect of M. Chene-
viere’s verbose and declamatory pro-
duction might be safely trusted to
the perspicacity of your readers. An
enlightened Englishman, familiarized
to the principles of religious liberty,
cannot fail to discern, through the
diffuseness of the Professor’s style and
the cloudiness of his reasoning, an
arrogance of pretension and an .as-
sumption of -clatms which would have
well befitted a St. Dominic or a Gre-
gory VII. Melancholy indeed it is,
to see men who occupy the higher
stations among the citizens of a re-
nowned Protestant Republic, and who
boast of their glory and purity, their
knowledge and virtue ; yet proving
that they have not learned the first
rudiments of truth and reason wish
regard to the rights of conscience,
free inquiry, amd honourable profes—

sion of religious belief,
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fellow-citizen J. J. Rousseau.

I wish to spare my time and the
patience of your readers, by maintain-
ing the utmost brevity: but I fear
that I shall not be able to bring what

1 have to advance into very narrow

limits. Misrepresentation can seldom
be corrected in as little room as it is
made. 1 must also premise that I
write only from my ewn resources. I
have not sought to my friends at
Geneva for information ; nor in wri-
ting te them, have I alluded to M.
C.’s paper. That paper itself, with
such a general acquaintance with the
facts as I conceive myself to be pos-

sessed of, is sufficient for the occa-

sion. |

I. I request your attention to the
pusillanimous and evasive manner in
which M, C. and the major part of the
Genevese clergy endeavour to Aide
their religious sentiments.

Scarcely was the venerable Benedict
Pictet cold in his grave, when a gene-

ral lakewarmness, and soon a mani-

fest departure, took place with regard
to the great doctrine of the Reforma-
tion, (and which I must call by an
infinitely higher title, the principal
doctrine of the Scriptures,) SALVATION
AND HOLINESS BY GRACE, THROUGH
FAITH IN A DiviINE REDEEMER.
After twenty years of management,
and secrecy hike that of the heathen
mysteries, (for thus it was judged
prudent to cajole the people,) in 1725
subscription to the Canfession of
Faith of the Reformed Church of
Geneva was abolished. In less than
thirty years afterwards, 1)’Alembert
posted the majority of the Genevese
clergy as Deists in disguise : and their
miserable defence exposed them help-
less and silent to the trinmphant ex-
ultations of their neighbour at Ferney,
and the indigrant tauntings of their
M. C.
and his paxty, in the present day, have
shewn themselves worthy imitators of
their ancestors and models in subter-
fuge. Why have they, for so many
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years, -been solicitous to avoid in their
sublic’ discourses every thing as to
doctrine and motive which, upon any

system, could be called purely Chris-

tian ? Why have their favourite sub-
jects been industry, friendship, plea-
sure, the care of one’s health, the
panegyric of their country, homage to
the laws, and other topics furnished
rather by Seneca, Rochefoucault, and
Montesquieu, than by the prophets
and apostles of inspiration? Why is
it their habit to cover their faith or
want of faith under general terms,
designedly capable of a variety of
interpretations ? Why do they use
language calculated to mislead and
deceive : as when M. C. says, ‘ Each
one of 'the Pastors confessed that Je-
sus was a Divine Being”? (I §.)
They know well that, had they the
integrity and the honour to speak out,
one would say, ““I am an Artan of
the old school ;> another, ¢ I incline
most to the sentiments of the Polish
Socinians ;> another, “ I rather at-
tach myself to those of the modern
English Unitarians ;7 a fourth, 1
adopt the system of the German
Antisupernaturalists ;> and, last of
all, not a few would have to confess,
‘“ I have never taken the pains to
make up my mind upon any religious
doctrines or opinions whatsoever.”

II. 1 solicit the particular notice of
yourself, Sir, and all your readers to
the domineering and intolerant spirit
of M. C. and those who think and act
with him.

When subscription to all human
confessions, articles, and tests, was
abolished in the Church of Geneva,
it was with the intention that the most
free exercise of mind should take place
on all religious subjects, that the in-
terpretation of scripture might be al-
together unshackled, and that the
clergy might be under no manner of
impediment in promulgating, or the
people in receiving, whatever each one
among them might conceive to be
true. And were not these good ef-
fects produced? Was not such a
state of things the most favourable
for ‘“ proving all things, and holding
fast that which is good”? If, from
such a cause, the interests of Calvin-~
isitn  went rapidly to ruin, and the
adoption of latitudiniurian systems be-
came all but universal ;. is it not a
gtrong  presupption that the scheme
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of doetrine called orthodox, evangeli-
cal, Calvinistic, Moravian, Methodis-
tic, Momier, (or however designated
for honour or reproach,) is false, that
it cannot stand its ground against free
inquiry, and that, therefore, the oppo-
site classes of religious opinion must
be true, or, at least, approximations
to the truth?

To these just questions I will return
what appears to me to be the answer
of right reason and sober truth.

1. No outward circumstances, nor
combination of outward circumstances,
can extinguish the liableness to err;
or can guarantee to any individual,
still less to a multitude of persons,
the certuinty of discovering truth.
Were this the case, the discovery of
truth, instead of being a moral and
intellectual operation, would be a
merely mechanical process.

2. However favourable in appear-
ance this state of things was to the
advancement of sound knowledge and
scriptural faith ; yet, if it were com-
bined with a growing spirit of levity
and irreligion, the absence of fervent
prayer, the neglect of the devotional
and practical study of the Bible, the
employment of no zealous and judi-
cious means for multiplying and dif-
fusing the Scriptures among all ranks
of the community, its good tendency
would be paralyzed, and it would only
nourish a feeling, first of indifference,
and then of scepticism.

3. The immediate effect of this
state of outward circumstances is pro-
perly this, and no more than this;
to withdraw one cause of" bias for or
against any religious system : but it
leaves all other causes in possession
of their power of influence.

4. There are such other causes,
numerous and powerful. I need only
mention, among the external ones,
the sway of fashion and the solicita-
tions of interest ; and of those which
are internal, that strong and subtle
prejudice against truth and holiness
which ( as‘lg must profess my convic-
tion that the word of God most plainly
and fully teaches) is deeply seated in
the heart of every human being, till
he is brought under the governing
influence of genuine piety, or right
affections towards the holy and blessed
God.

5. Besides these general causes, the
present casc obliges us to refer to
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.those which, in my humble opinion,
spring out of, and are nourished by,
the frame and texture of all secular
establishments of religion. This class
of circumstances embraces a funda-
‘mentally wrong view of the proper
ground of authority in religion, an
attachment to the established system
from civil and political motives, the
idea of religion as consisting of a
certain routine of outward actions,
and the regarding of the Christian
ministry as a genteel and agreeable
profession for youths of a studious
turn and a love for letters, apart from
a supreme deference to its peculiar
nature and proper qualifications. On
this last I may be permitted to lay the
greatest stress, convinced that, where
it is suffered to prevail, it has been,
and ever will be, the bane of real
religion. But, in civil establishments
of religion, this is the natural tendency
and the usual course of things: the
rank of the clergy is, in a great and
regular measure, filled by the sons of
‘the clergy, so devoted even from their
infancy, or selected from a regard,
not to religions qualifications, but to
predilection, literary taste, connexion,
or family interest. -

6. That all these causes have had
their unrestrained scope of operation
in the Presbyterian Church of Geneva,
must be evident to all who will reflect
upon the obvious facts of the case.
Besides these, peculiar causes have
had their effect. Among these I rec-
kon the compactness of the little
State-Church, the facility of its ma-
nagement, the promptitude of its
movements, its having its eyes and its
hands almost literally in every family,
and its being, till the present time,
nearly if not entirely a stranger to
the existence of Dissenters from its
comimunion.

7. I appeal to M. Cheneviere him-
self, and to all who will inquire into
the history of Geneva, whether it is
not an undeniable fact, that the relax-
ation of manners among all ranks of
his fellow-citizens has increased and
spread, in proportion to the departure
from the old theology and the preva-
lence of that which was privily brought
In, cautiously and artfully to supplant
1t. s it not a fact, that open infidels
and immoral persons have exceedingly
multiplied ; that such characters, per-
lectly notorious for infidelity and vice,

_self will not controvert it.
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.comme regularly -to the holy commu-

nion, whenever the rontine requires

1t, without remonstrance or the small-
est impediment; and that profligacy
-and blasphemy among the lower or-
"ders have increased at a fearful rate,

without (till just now and by the
influence of the persons whom M. C.
reviles) any counterbalancing increase

‘of pious, humble, sober, and virtuous

Christians ? ; |
I have been led into this digression,

‘because it seemed incumbent upon

me to shew the reasons why a mea-
sure, in itself just and laudable, has
utterly failed - to produce the good
effects which would have comported
with its own proper tendency. I re-
turn to my course of argument, and
I lay down this position: T%at, by
the lettex and spirit of the act for
abolishing subscription, any and every
Genevese minister had, and ever has,
THE SAME RIGHT 0 retain or revive,
and to defend and propaegate, the old
Jaith of their own Church, whick any
other Genevese minister had or has to
deny and oppose it. |

I will not affront your readers by

-attempting to prove this position. I

even think that M. Cheneviére him-
If it be
admitted, I ask, with what face of
consistency or of common sense do
‘M. C. and his majority in the Vene-
rable Company outrage, calumniate,
and, as far as in them lies, persecute
(I use these words advisedly) mem-
bers of their Church, or separatists
from it, for no other offence than
their holding and teaching the very
doctrines which were held and taught
by the fathers and founders of that
Church? Were the ministers of (e-
neva freed from the authority of a
known, clear, and intelligible Confes-
sion of Faith, in order to receive the
far heavier yoke of the indefinable and
mutable opinions of those who, from
time to time, might form the majority
in the Company? Yet this gross ab-
surdity is the soul of M. C.s rea-
soning.

I have intimated above that the ma-
jority in the Company have shewn a
disposition to persecute those who
differ from them. That, In saying
this, I do them no wrong, I need no
further evidence than M. C.’s own
shewing. His statements in your
Number for February, stripped of
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their special pleading and reduced teo
the plain detail of facts, tell us that
‘M. Malan, a minister of spotless cha-
racter, rare talents, distinguished at-
-tainments, and most kind and amiable
manners, was, by the intrigues of
‘some among the clergy, first deprived
.of his situation as a tutor in the col-
‘lege, the chief support of his family ;
‘then ejected from the pulpits of the
Establishment ; then reproached as
if he were committing the greatest
crime, because he preached in a cha-
‘pel erected in his own garden, at his
own expense with the aid of some
friends ; afterwards dragged before the
Venerable Company (their more usual
style) or Consistory, interrogated like
a criminal at the bar, or rather like a
victim of the Holy Office at Madrid ;
‘and finally, deprived and degraded, so
far as it was in the power of M. C.
and his ruthless associates to degrade
Sy CH a man, a man whose appearance
before them forcibly reminds us of
‘that of Hus and Jerome before the
‘Council of Constance..

Your intelligent readers would not
‘fail to remark it as the climax of M.
Malan’s offending, that, notwithstand-

“ing his being deposed and all the
terrible prehibitions ef the Consis-
tory, he still ¢“ continues to conduct
religious worship in his chapel, in de-
-fiance of the civil and religious au-
thority.”” - (Mon. Repos. p. 75 of this
Volume.) I cheerfully leave to your
readers the estimation of this offence;
but I must submit a little correetion
in the terms of the statement. ‘That
he is acting in opposition to the eccle-
siastical authority, I readily enough
admit : and may God enable him to
stand firm and unmoved against their
unrighteous decrees! But I believe
that the °¢cive/ authority” is here un-
fairly introduced. The Company has
not been wanting in its urgencies with
the government to gratify their wishes
by putting forth its vigorous arm :
‘but hitherto the Council of State has
refused to become the tool of the
vengeful Consistory. I am happy to
cite a passage from a letter of M.
Malan to a friend in England written
in February last: and, in a letter to
myself some weeks later, he makes no
mention of any change or the appre-
hension of a change. << Honourable
and 1mipartial justice is the character
of our magistrates, who are the most

'to mankind!
fence was criminal and wunchristian,
‘1ot only in nations but in individuals,

Mrs. Hughes’s Vindioativn of Peace-Societies.

enlightened and upright men. Our
[religious] assemblies enjoy, by the
favour of God, a prolongation of
peace.”

T shall have to request indulgence

for another communication upon va-

rious other parts of M. C.s allega-

tions, |
J. PYE SMITH.
et
Bristol,
SR, May 29, 1824,

CONVERSATION which I had

with a friend the other day-on
the subject of Peace Societies, im-
pressed itself so strongly on my mind,
that 1 am induced to request room in
the Repository, more fully to express
my sentiments on a matter so impor-
tant to the virtue and consequent hap-
piness of the world. My friend ear-
nestly protested against what he called

‘the absurd and impracticable lengths

to which the system was carried—
lengths which, if acted upon in the
present day, would be most injurious
To argue that self-de-

was, he said, foalish and unnatural,
and proceeding to such extremes,

drew upon the Societies the contempt

of the generality of men, and prevent-
ed many of those who were sincere
well-wishers to the cause, from giving
it their countenance and support.

I reminded my friend that no test
was proposed on the admission of a
new member—no question asked or
pledge required respecting how far he
was disposed to go; and considering
this, it would be an unprecedented
degree of intolerance in any single
person to prescribe to the rest, the
boundaries beyond which their con-
victions must not be allowed to carry
them ; and say, ‘‘Thus far may ye go,
but no farther’ !

The matter to be settled appears to
me to be simply this. ‘“ Do you ap-
prove of the Parent Society’s publica-
tions? Our grand object is their dis-
semination. If they contain solemn
truths, deeply interesting to the tem-
poral, and still more to the great,
eternal concerns of our fellow-men—
can you hesitate to countenance and
assist in spreading them as widely as
possible among all ranks, that all may
Tearn to think and reason more justly
on a subject of such vital moment ?”
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My friend passed by what I last said,
again to return to the impossibility
of living in the world we see around
us, on such merely theoretical prin-
ciples, (for believing it our weak side,
he chose to go back to our denial of
the right of self-defence). But to re-
ply was not dificult.  How does it
happen that the large and most re-
spectable body of people-called Qua-
kers, who, for ages, have tried the
experiment, live as securely as any
other description of persons, though
it is well known that they never so
resist, as to endanger the lives of
those who attack them, and never
prosecute for felony? Yet, to say the
jeast, it is a generally-admitted fact,
that they are not more frequently the
prey of highwaymen or house-break-
ers, than those who take the full
benefit of our coercive civil code.”

This stubborn fact my epponent
could not deny, nor account for on
any other ground than the nraturel
generosity of man’s nature, which
thus manifests itself even in the most
depraved characters, generally shewing
an indisposition to attack those who
they know are restrained by principle
from defending themselves.

With respect to the necessity of de-
fensive war between nations, I did not
fail to bring forward the glorious and
inost successful experiment of Wil-
liam Penn, who, we all know, settled
a colony amongst the savage tribes of
America, and without a single imple-
ment of offence or defence in their
possession from first to last, lived,
during a long succession of years, in
peace and perfect harmony in the
midst of themn. He began, indeed, as
he went on, acting on the true Chris-
tian maxim of ¢ doing to others as
he would desire them to do to him.”
He did not land on a strange shore,
and take possession of what ground
he pleased : had he done so, he must
bave bailt a fort, and filled it with
armed men to defend his unjust agres-
810n.  ‘T'he sum which this in the first
outset would have cost, this just and
truly wise man employed in purchas-
ing the land from its natural owners,
—and continuing watchful that strict
Justice should be at all times practised
I the dealings which he encouraged
for their mutual heneﬁt,'between%\is
own pcople and them——he remainred

safe and uninjured in property amongst
these untaught and. lawless tribes, as
a friend dwelling in - the midst of

JSriends. No one molested him or his,

though they were in. possession of
much that must have been highly de-
sirable to the Indians ; and these were
fully aware, that if a small number of
their armed men had gone into the
houses of Penn’s people in Philadel-
phia or elsewhere, they might have
taken whatever they pleased—no re-
sistance would have been made at the
time, and nothing more in future was
to be apprehended, than a fair state-
inent of the case, and an appeal to the
justice of their chiefs.

While the entire management of
Pennsylvania was permitted to remain
in the bhands of those who might most
truly be denominated friends, the
Christian principles upon which they
uniformly acted, proved themselves its
amply sufficient defence ; and happily
an experiment so deeply interesting to
the whole human race, was suffered
to last fully long enough to convince
the least willing to believe the possi-
bility that it could be so, of its entire
success; proving that man is not dorn
the nature! enemy of his brother, but
that it is from early false associations
which cause deeply-rooted prejudices
and evil habits, that he has gone on
frcmn age to age, pursuing an occupa-
tion, and even considering it as ho-
nourable, which necessarily includes
in its practice, every species of vice
and brutality which can be named !

I perceive, Mr. Editor, that I am
proceeding to a length which I was
far from intending—bat 1 trust you
will indulge me a little farther; the
subject 15 of no common interest, and
this is, perhaps, the only opportunity
that I may have, of requesting the at-
tention of your readers to it.

The great aim of the Peace Socie-
ties is to lead professing Christians to
consider whether they are acting as
the disciples of him whom they call
their Master, when they refuse to lay
open a subject of such vast impor-
tance before the eyes of their fellow-
men. We need not fear that a change
of long-established opinions should
too repidly take place. The poor
and ignorant are generally slow of
apprehension respecting matters they
have never been taught to think of]
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and, therefore, difficult to impress ;
and with the rich, the -spirit of the
world is a still stronger barrier against
the attacks of reason and conscience.
"Who is there, in the upper ranks of
life, that has not some near or distant
connexion with persons in the army
or navy? And this, we may well be-
lieve, shuts up the hearts and under-
standings of thousands against all in-
quiry into the necessity or lawfulness
of that profession which affords sup-
port, and gives gentlemanly employ-
ment to their friends or relatives. But
the blindness thus occasioned by self-
love, short sighted and crue/ self-love,
which would gladly prolong the exist-
ence of a mighty mass of evil, to avoid
a risque of future loss or inconveni-
ence to the few in whose well-being it
takes an interest, does not make the
cause of peace less the cause of truth
and of genuine Christianity.

If this consideration has little weight
with the children of the world, there
is yet an argument which, by taking
away all present alarm, may soften
their indignant feelings, respecting the
future dire effects of what, in contra-
diction to their fears, they term our
theoreticul and impracticable plans,
We entirely agree with them, that
kings and cabinet ministers are of all
men the least likely to second our
views. They have hitherto ruled by
the sword, and will, of course, be
among the last to relinquish its use.
T'ill this kind of rule can be dispensed
with, the war system will only slowly,
and at first almost imperceptibly lose
ground ; therefore, none of those who
are or have been enriched or ennobled
by the crast, can have any thing to
fear, except a gradual diminution of
public esteem (which may already be
perceived) for themselves or those
who have already entered on the blood-
stained career. The present genera-
tion may go down to their graves
covered with gilded laurels, before the
multitude will be aware of a diminu-
tion in their splendour—and from
their gains nothing will be taken:
while those who hold the public purse
employ soldiers, they will doubtless
be well paid.

By the great ‘“ Author and Finisher
of our faith,” that emperishalle sced
was laid in the ground, which will
spring up producing a plant for ¢ the
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healing of the nations’” ! .which wil]
finally obtain a glorious victory over
every description of evil; and this
most destructive branch eof it already
takes alarm from the zealous exer-
tions of a few peaceful men. We look
for no farther miracles than have al-
ready been displayed. He, whom the

Almighty sent to ‘‘ save mankind by
turning away every one of us from

his tniquities,” has furnished his true
and enlightened followers with ample
means to bring about this mighty
change. His perfect precepts -and
his bright example have ¢ showed
us what is good” ! Both decidedly
proclaim, that it is essential to ““ do

justice, to love mercy, and to walk

humbly with our God,””—none of
which things are practicable in a state
of warfare.

The more I cousider, the more cer-
tainly do I come to this conclusion;
either the flaming sword must wrest
the New Testament from our hands,
and utterly destroy, or again immure
it between walls impenetrable to the
public eye; or its precious records,
which so plainly and powerfully deli-
neate the character of our Lord, and
so 1ncessantly in the epistolary parts
exhort his followers to view hnn as
the perfect model set forth for their
imitation, will change that instrument
of destruction, and its fellow enemy
of man, the spear, into those useful
helpers of the human race, the plough-
share and the pruning-hook.

War and real Christianity cannot
subsist together. Men have called,
and firmly believed themselves to be
zealous followers of the benevolent
and holy Jesus, while, with feelings
of atrocious malignity of which the
savage beasts of the desert are happily
by nature incapable, they were leading
bands of their fellow-men to the de-
struction of their brethren! Nay,
more than this ; when they have been
conducting to the stake or the rack,
those for whom Christ both lived and
died, because they asserted opinions
differing from their own, they have
not only thought themselves, but have
been believed by multitudes of pro-
fessirg Christians, to have been true
and meritorious disciples of him who
““was led like a lamb to the slaugh-
ter,”> who, ““ when he was reviled, re-
viled not again;” but willingly lad
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down his life for those who nailed
him upon the cross,—spending his
last agonized breath in prayers for
their benefit, and urging the only plea
by which, as far as we are .able to
judge, the Divine compassion was
likely to be moved in their favour—
¢ Father, forgive them, they know not
what they do.”

The thick veil whieh, during what
we justly term the dark ages, covered
men’s eyes, can, on the subject we
are now considering, scarcely be said
to be at all removed from those of
the vast majority of every denomina-
tion of Christians, Quakers only ex-
cepted, in the present day; and I
once heard one of these, when a
Peace Society was about to be formed,
express an earnest hope that it was
not intended to circulate the tracts
amongst soldiers! Sad state of soci-
ety surely, when Christian truth must
he carefully concealed from a very
large and very ignorant body of men
whom it peculiarly concerns, because
it will be found utterly inconsistent
with what are called the duties of
their profession! Can a clearer proof
be imagined, that such a profession
never did, never. can exist in a truly
Christian community? ‘“He who hath
not the spirit of Christ, is none of
his” ! Fearful denunciation pronounc-
ed by an apostle against not only the
perpetrators but the abettors of rob-
bery, murder, and all the dreadful
list of crimes consequent on the war
system, by whatever name, or under
whatever sanction, it is carried on.

The patriots of Spain and Greece,
and of South America, and those who
have s0 zealously assisted them in and
from our own country, I venerate as
men possessed with a noble love of
justice, and of the rights and privi-
leges with which an impartial and
infinitely benevolent Creator has en-
dowed every individual of the human
race. And when we consider how our
youth in the middle and upper ranks
are educated—how early and how as-
siduously they are initiated into the
minutest knowledge of the inhuman
and demoralizing doctrines and prac-
tises of Heathenism ; can we wonder
that they should be disposed to take
the world as it is, and not distinguish
between saying, ° Lord, Lord,” to
him whom they have been taught to
call their Master, and the mere diffi-
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cult task of ““doing the things’ which
he commands ? | S

It is less ‘easy to excuse or to ac-
count for the blindness of a different
description of men, and more espe-
cially of those who have devoted them-
selves to the Christian ministry, many
of whom speak of a military life with
perfect complacency ; some even con-
senting to their sons embracing it!
These persons, we must conclude,
have their eyes still sealed up, chiefly,
perhaps, by a love of the world, and
are unable to perceive the glaring in-
consistency, or rather the complete
contrast between the life of a soldier
and that of a real Christian.

May we not be allowed to conjec-
ture that this blindness {which may
be more or less culpable, according
to the circumstances and situation of
each individual) is permitted to re-
main on the mental sight of many,
even in countries where the Serip-
tures are open to view and speak on
the subject of war in characters as
visible as the sun at noon-day, till
tyrants, and civil tyranny, shall be ba-
nished from the earth? It is most
consolatory and encouraging to per-
ceive that the government of the
United States, which, by all lovers of
rational freedom must, I think, be
allowed to be the most generally be-
neficial of any now existing, is deci-
dedly the most favourable to peace,
and the subjects of it far more, in
proportion to their own numbers, than
any other people, warmly partake in
this truly Christian feeling ; a happy
sign this, that the worlg i1s indeed
becoming wiser, in the true and most
enlarged meaning of the word.

I fear, Mr. Editor, that yourself
and many of your readers will think
this a long, and, perhaps, a desultory
paper. But it contains zruths of the
most momentous kind, on a subject
deeply interesting to every thinking
mind. 1 have never pretended to any
skill in composition; what I write
comes from the heart, and if, in a ver
few instances, what I now send should
reach the fearts of those to whom it
i1s addressed, my time will have been
well bestowed, and as a sincere well-
wisher to the cause, you will be glad
to have furnished me with the oppor-
tunity.

MARY HUGHES.

et R e,
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Sin, S - Leicester, May 10, 1824,
VERY handsome monument has been recently ereected in the Great
Meeting, Leicester, to the memory of the late Dr. Alexander, of this
town, of whom an obituary is contained in the Repository of last year (XVIII.
56). I inclose you a copy of the inscription. Those who, like myself, were
well aequainted with the deceased, will acknowledge the justness of the
character here drawn of him. Jf you will allow it a place in yeur valuable
Miscellany, you will gratify many of his friends, and oblige your constant
reader, | C. B.
Sacred to the Memory of
Ebwarp ALEXANDER, M. D.,
Of Danett’s Hall, near Leicester.
Remarkable for purity and simplicity of character,
For piety to God, aud disinterested love of man,
His whole conduct exemplified the two commandments
On which ¢ hang all the law and the prophets.”
As an able and conscientious physiciau,
And in prompt and gratuitous serviees to the poor,
He has rarely been equalled.
Blessed with vigorous faculties, and ardent feelings,
His benevolence, expansive as his mind,
Shed its balm on all within the sphere of his influence.
He was a firm opponent of despotism, public and private,
A fair advocate and generous supporter
Of civil and religious liberty.

'T'his cold marble may record his admirable qualities,
But their due appreciation must be sought
In the hearts of those whom his affection delighted,
His friendship gratified, his bounty relieved,
And his skill restored to the enjoyment of ease and health.
1t pleased God to arrest him in his medical career
In the month of June, 1810,
As one ¢ of whom the world was not worthy.”
Also to vizsit him with long and excruciating suffering,
Which he bore with unshaken fortitude and resignation.

In full hope of a joyful resurrection, through Christ,
He died November 27th, 1822, aged 55,
Was deposited, the 5th of December, within St. Mary’s Church,
In a vault belonging to his place of residence.
In this chapel he worshiped,
And here is erected this menumental tablet
By his faithful, affectionate, and devoted widow.

]

horror from the deed, and their in-
dignation has been loud, deep and
universal. But to shew, still farther,

Letter from Ew-President Jefferson
to Ex-President Adems.

(From the Boston Patriot.)
“ YWEFFERSON and ADAMS.—A

few months since, a most wick-
ed effort was made, by the treacherous
publication of the Cunninghain cor-
respondence, to destroy the imerited
popularity of John Q. Adams, from
an expectation, that the friendship,
which Mr. Jefferson had so long en-
tertained for his venerable father,
would be converted into resentment,
in which the Republicans would not
only participate, but visit the supposed
wrongs of the father upon the son.
So far frem this desired result being
produced, the people recoiled with

how 1impotent has been the malignant
blow, aimed at an aged patriot, who
1s trembling on the verge of the grave,
permission has been granted to pub-

lish the following voluntary communi-

cation, trom the illustrious sage Mon-
ticello to his distinguished compatriot,
in the glorious career of the Revolu-
tion, which must overwhelm with
shame and mortification, the partici-
pants in that wanton outrage upon
confidential intercourse, and blast for
ever, their desperate hopes, to send to
their tombs as implacable enemies,
two of the only three surviving signers
of the Declaration of Independence-



Letier from Ez-President Jefferson to Ex-President Adams.

While the holiness -of friendship is
thus preserved from vile profanation,
the citizens of the United States-will
rejoice at the triumph of virtue, and
learn: how. to appreciate those lofty
sentiments and that exalted friendship
which neither time, political dissen-
sions, nor private enemies can oblite-

rate. '
““ Monticello, Oct. 12, 1823.
“ Pear Sir,—1 do not write with
the case which your letter of Sept. 18,
supposes. Crippled wrists and fingers
make writing slow and laborious; but,
. while writing to you, I lose the sense
of these things, in the recollection of
ancient times, when youth and health
made happiness out of every thing.
I forget for a while the hoary winter
of age, when we can think of nothing
but how to'keep ourselves warm, how
to get rid of our heavy hours until the
friendly hand of death shall rid us of
@ll at once. Against this zedium vite,
however, I am fortunately. mounted
on a hobby, which, indeed, 1 should
have better managed some 30 or 40
years ago, hut whose easy amble is
still sufficient to give exercise and
amusement to an Octogenary rider.
This 1s the establishment of an Uni-
versity, on a scale more comprehen-
sive, and in a country more healthy
and central, than our old Williain and
Mary, which these obstacles have long
Kept in a state of languor and inefh-
cicncy. But the tardiness with which
such works .proceed, may render it
doubtful, whether I shall live to see it
0 1nto action. -
‘“ Putting aside these things, how-
ever, for the present, I write this let-
ter, as due to a friendship, co-eval
with our government, and now at-
teinpted to be poisoned, when too
late in life -to be replaced by new
aftections. I had for some time ob-
served, in the  public papers, dark
hints and mysterious inuendos of a
correspondence of yours with a friend,
to whom you had opened your bosom
without reserve, and which was to be
made public by that friend or. his
representative ; and now it 1s said to
be actually published. It has not yet
rcached us, but extracts have been
given, and such as seemed most likely
to draw a curtain of separation between
you and myself. . Were there no other
inotive than that of indignation against

the author of this outrage on private
VOL. X1X. 2y
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confidence, whose shaft seems to have
been aimed at yourself more particu-
larly ; this would make it the duty of
every honourable mind to disappoint
that aim, by opposing to its linpres-
sion a seven-fold shield of apathy and
insensibility. With me, however, no
such armour is needed. The circuin-
stances of the times'in which we have
happened to live, and the partiality of
our friends, at a particular period,
placed us in a state of apparent op-
position, which some might suppose
to be personal also: and there might
not be wanting those who wished to
make it so, by filling our ears with
malignant falsehoods; by dressing up
hideous phantoms of their own creé-
ation, presenting them to you under
my name, to me under yours, and
endeavouring to instil into our minds
things concerning each other, the most
destitute of truth. And if there had
been at any time a moment \vhen we
were off our guard, and in a temper’
to let the whispers of these people
make us forget what we had known
of each other for so many years—and
years of so much trial ; yet all men
who have attended to the workings of
the human mind, who have seen the
false colours under which passion
sometimes dresses the actions and
motives of others, have seen also these
passions subsiding with time and re-
flection, dissipating like mists before
the rising sun, and resforing to us the
sight of all things in their true shape
and colours. It would be strange, in-
deed, if at our years, we were to go
an age back, to hunt up imaginary or
forgotten facts, to disturb the repose
of affections, so sweetening to the
evening of our lives. 5
‘“ Be assured, my dear Sir, that I
am incapable of receiving the slightest
impression from the effort now made
to plant thorns on the pillow of age,
worth and wisdomn, and to sow tares
between friends who have been such
for ncar half a century. Beseeching
you, then, not to suffer your mind to
be disquieted by this wicked attempt
to poison its peace, and praying you
to throw it by among the things which
have -never happened, I add sincere
assurances ' of my unabated and con-
stant attachment, friendship and re-
spect. TH. JEFFERSON.
- John Adums, former President
of the United States.” ‘ =
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frish Episcapel Incomes.

INQUIRIES into the state of the

Irish Church are becoming moiré
frequent, more earnest, and, we would
hope, more effectual. The managérts
of this huge establishment will not
allow the curtain to be drawn, and
the interior to be throwm open to
the public view. As yet, therefore,
statements relating to the wealth of
this anomalous corporation, must be
in great measure conjectural. If the
conjectures be erroneous, it is easy for
the Irish prelates to remove error and
doubt by some exposition, on autho-
rity, of the real property of the Es-
tablishment.
A correspondent signing himself
Laicus, in the Morning Chronicle of
the 2nd of June, exhibits the follow-
ing as a nearly correet list of the
revenues of the Irish Episcopal Sees:

‘“ ARCHBISHOPRIECS.

“ 1, Armagh . . £18,000 per Ann.

<< 2. Dublin 6,500
¢¢ 3. Cashel 6,500
“4, Tuam . 8,000

‘“ BisHOPRICS.

«“ 1. Derry . . #£20,000 per Ann.
«“ 2. Clogher. 12,000
< 3. Elphin 8,500
““ 4. Cloyne 8,000
“ 5, Meath . . 7,000
“ 6. Kildare . . 6,500
s« 7. Ferns . 6,000
<« 8. Raphoe . 6,000
¢ 9., Limerick 6,000
¢ 10. Kilmore 6,000
““11. Down 6,000
¢ }2. Dromore 6,000
« 13. Killala . . 5,000
‘¢ 14. Waterford . 5,000
« 15. Cork . 4,000
€« 16. Ossory . 3,500
¢ 17. Clonfert 3,500
¢« 18. Killaloe . 2,500”

This correspondent proposes that
the Archbishop of Armagh as the
Primate should receive #£6,000 per
annum, the -Archbishop of Dublin
£5,000 ; the two other Archbishops
#£4,000, and each of the Bishops
£3,000. There would tlren remain a
surplus of £67;,000 per annum, ‘¢ to
be applied to the repairs or building
of Churches, to Religious Education,
or to any other mode of promoting
the interests of Religion in Ireland.”
Their Spiritual Lordships of Irc¢land

Jort.

Frawd on the Memory of Anthony Collins.

have smiled, we ‘doubt net, at the

sight of this charitable and evangeli-

cal castle-building. Their revenues

are safe, so long as they constitute a

fund for ministerial patronage and

parliamentary jobbing. |
e SR e

Fraud on the Memory of Anthony
Collins.

[From D’Isracli’s Second Series of Cu-
riosities of Literature, Vol. I. p. 386.]

"MONG the confidential literary
, friends of Des Maizeaux, he had
the honour of ranking Anthony Col-
lins, a great lover of literature, and a
man of fine genins; and who, in a
continued correspondence with our
Pes Maizeaux, treated him as his
friend, and employed him as his agent
in his literary concerns. These, in
the formation of an extensive library,
were in a state of perpetual activity,
and Collins was such a true lover of
his books, thhat he drew up the cata-
logue with his own pen. Anthony
Collins wrote several well-known
works without prefixing his name;
but having pushed too far his curious
inquiries on some obscure and pole-
mical points, he incurred the odium
of a Firee-thinker, a term which then
began to be in vogue, and which the
French adopted by translating it in
their way, e atrong thinker or esprit
Whatever tendency to ¢ libera-
lize’’ the mind from dogmas and creeds
prevails in these works, the talents
and learning of Collins were of the
first class. His morals were imma-
culate, and his personal character 1n-
dependent ; but the odium theologi-
cum of those days contrived every
means to stab in the dark, till the
taste became hereditary with some.
I shall mention a fact of this cruel
bigotry, which occurred within my
own observation on one of the most
polished men of the age. The late
Mr. Cumberland, in the romance en-
titled his ¢ lafe,” gave this extra-
ordinary fact, that Dr. Bentley, who
so ably replied by his ¢ Remarks,”
under the name of Phileleutherus Lip-
siensis, to Collins’s ¢ Discourse on
Free-thinking,”” when, many years af-
ter, he discovered him fallen 1into
great distress, conceiving that, by hav-
g Tained Collins®>s character as 2
writer for ever, he had been the occa-
sion of his personal misery, he libe-



Sense in which Chwist’s Death was veluntary.

rany CODtYibUﬁed, to his maintenance,
In vain I mentioned ta that:elegant
writer, who was not curieus about
facts, that this person eould nexer
have. been Anthony Callins, whe had
always a plentiful fortune ; and when
it was suggested to him, that this
«« A. Collins,”” as he printed it, must
have been Arthur Collins, the histo-
rical c.ompiler, who was often in pe-
cuniary difficulties, still he persisted
in sending the lie down to posterity,
totidem wverbis, without alteration in
his second edition, observing to a
friend of mine, that ¢ the stery,
while it told well, might serve as a
striking instance of his great relative's
generosity ; and that i¢ should stend,
because it could do no harm to any
but to. Anthony Collins, whom he
considered as little short of an Athe-
15t.”? , | | ,
So much for this pious fraud! But
be it recollected, that this Anthony
Collins was the eonfidential friend of
Locke, of whom Leocke said, on his
dying bed, that ‘“ Collins was a man
whom he valued. in the first rank of
those that he left behind him.”> And
the last words of Collins, on his own
death-bed, were, that f* he was per-
suaded he was going to that place
which God had designed for them that
love him.” The cause of true reli-
gion will never be assisted by using
such leaky vessels as Cumberland’s
wilful calumnies, which in the end
must run out, and be found, like the
present, mere empty fictions !

-*.—_
SIR, May 10, 1824.

OT knowing whether the death

of Christ, as connected with his
spotless and sinless life, has been han-
dled by any one in this peculiar point
of view, I merely suggest a hint for
others to enlarge upon, should it be
thought of any importance. The Apos-
tle Paul denominates our Lord, ““ the
second Adam.” 'The first Adam, by
his disobedience, brought death into
the world ; the last Adamn, by his obe-
dience to the will of God, brought life
and ¢mmortality to the sons of men.
Being, then, withowut sin, it would seem
that he might have eseaped death in
any way, and have been translated or
changed, as Moses and Elias, had it
not been otherwise appeiated by Di-
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vine Providence : which seems to give
gsome force to eur Lord’s saying to
Peter, ‘¢ Thinkest thou that I cannet
pnow pray to my Pather, and he will
send me more than twelve legions of
angels 2’ < How then can the Serip-
tures be fulfilled, ¢tkat thus it must be 2’
These angels were eertainly notintend-
ed to fight against the Jews, but to res-
cue him, and convey Jesus to the man-
signs of immortality. His death, then,
was valyntary. ¥e himself says, ‘“ Nao
man taketh it (life) from me, but I lay
it down of myself. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take
it again, This commandment have I
received af my Father.”? How greatly
does this enhance the merit of his suf-
ferings and death! Taking it in this
peculiar point of view, I think it throws
considerable licht on many passages of
Seripture which relate to his Aumbling
himself, and beceming onbedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.

PHILALETHES.

S

Dr. Jokn Jones on the Parable of
Dives and Lazarus.

IN compliance with the wish of one
of your correspondents, (p. 140,)
Isend a few remarks on the parable of
Liazarus and the rich man, contained
in Luke xvi. 19-—35. Verse 18 has ap-
parently no connexion whatever with
the preceding verses. And this is one
of those passages which betray an in-
coherence in the language of Jesus,
while his ideas, in consequence of an
intermediate step left unnoticed, are
intimately connected. In verse 16,
he had the deat of John in his mind.
The law and the prophets were until
John: since that time, &c¢. Having
this event in his mind, he passed over
to the cqeuse which led to his jmpri-
sonment and murder : and this, as we
learn from other parts of the Evan-
gelical History, was the edultery of
flerod. Thus thinking of the viola-
tion of justice and chastity, in the
person of Herod, he delivers a general
proposition on the subject, withont
specifying the individual against whom
it was levelled. * Whosoever puit-
teth away his wife committeth adwul-
tery.””  The man that is gulty of
such a crime, hoyegver great-he may
be, shall be punished.”

In verse 18, we have seen, that our
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Lord had Herod the Tetrarch in his
mind ; this being the case, he takes
an occasion to shew, under a feigned
character, suggested by this prince,
that luxury and sensuality shall be
punished in a future state. Hence
we see the propriety of the description
given of him. He was a rich man,
clothed in purple and fine linen, and
he fared sumptuously every day. Pur-
ple was the peculiar dress of kings
and emperors, and consisted, agree-
ably to the manner in which it is
here described, of fine linen dyed of a
purple colour. | |

To the gate of this rich man was
brought a beggar, decrepit, naked and
diseased. 'The purple inhabitant no-
tices not the destitute stranger. He
neither invites him within his doors,
nor sends food for his relief, nor oil
to anoint, nor clothes to shelter, his
ulcerated limbs. He permits him
only to gather the crumbs that fell
from his table, and the dogs to come
and lick his sores. Lazarus languishes
and dies. Dives dies also, and has
the pomp and solemnity of a funeral,
but here his honours and his felicity
cnded.  The circumstances of the two
are now completely changed. Laza-
rus is conveyed by angels to the bo-
som of Abraham; but the rich man
c¢pens lis eyes in torments.

But it is necessary to distinguish
between the moral lesson, conveyed
by the parable, and the dress or scen-
ery of 1t, which consists of notions,
popular among the Jews, but which
Jesus adopted without intending to
sanction them, in order to give force,
grace and colour to his representation.
‘I'he great lesson he inculcates is, that
there will be a state of retribution, in
which the good, however poor and des-
titute, shall be recompensed; and the
wicked, however rich and powerful,
punished ; m which the present ine-
qualitics of the Divine government
shall Dbe rectified, the triumphs of
vice humbled, and the afllictions of
virtuc exchanged for a crown of
glory. Whatever it contains beyond
this, our Lord did not, I apprehend,
inculcate as an article of Christian
taith. The Jews believed that the
spirits of just men were carried by
angels to the seats of bliss. IHere
beattfied men are represented as at an
cntertainment.  The most honourable

Dr. John-Jones on the Parable of Dives and Lazarys.

seat: i8 allotted to Abraham ; and La-
zarus, reclining after the manner of
the Romans at' table, has his head
leaning on his bosom. See John xiii.
Their ideas of torment by fire, are
borrowed from the valley of the sons
of Hinnom, rendered infamous for
idolatry, and particularly for the burn-
ing of infants to Moloch, fires being
always kept there for that purpose:
See Lighttoot’s ‘Works, Vol. II. p.
141. ‘Their paradise resembled the
Elysium of the Greeks, and, it seems,
was separated - from Hades by an
impassable stream. Such notions as
these - may serve very well for the
scenery of a parable, but cannot be
supposed to be an exact account of
the hell and heaven revealed in the
gospel. In parables, many circum-
stances, for the sake of dress, colour
and ornament, are introduced, though
not strictly true, and, therefore, should
be either disregarded altogether, or
interpreted with great latitude. ‘
It is to be observed that the parable
leads us to conclude, that retributive

justice takes place- iinmediately after

death. Lazarus is, without any in-
terval,-in the bosom of Abraham, and
Dives lifts up his eyes in torments,
as soon as they are closed on this
world. DBut in other parts of the
New Testament, judgment is repre-
sented as taking place after the ge-
neral resurrection. QOur Lord, how-
ever, might here hold it forth as in-
stantaneous, merely to give a greates
effect to the parable: and it cannot
escape observation, that each of the
characters 1s exhibited not as a pure,
but an embodied spirit. Not the soul
of Liazarus, but Lazarus himself, is
translated into paradise, and Dives
has bodily organs in torments.
Though the rich man is punished,
the vices by which he forflgited the
favour of heaven are not enumerated.
He 1s only said to have been rich, to
have been clothed in purple, and to
have fared sumptuously every day;
and 1t is insinuated, that he sutlercd a
fellow-creature to perish at his gate
through hunger, diseasc and naked-
ness. But though this was a grievous
instance of inhumanity, it was not his
only crime. Herod was both a mur-
derer and an adulterer; and history
represents him withal, as actuated by
extreme avarice and awmbition. e



Lines addressed to the Pope by Luther.

appears, however, _not destitute - of
some laudable qualities. As-:soon as
he began to suffer, he displays some
concern to prevent the sufferings of
his relations: .and Abraham, in ad-
dressing him as a son, seems to pity
his present condition. |

The rich man appears to have had,
when among the living, no appre-
hension of his present doom: and his
brethren seemed as little to expect a
similar fate. The belief of a future
state -was general among the Jews.
But Herod was in all. probability a
Saddicee, who, like the Epicureans,
derided the notion of a future punish-
ment as fabulous. Hence the pro-
priety of our Lord’s inculcating it in
this place, and his introducing this
wicked man as an actor, in illustrating
the truth of it. The rich man makes
no mwention of his wife and children,
whom it was still more natural to
warn against coming to - that place
of torment than his brethren. But
Herod the Tetrarch appears to have
had no children ; and the woman who
lived with him the latter part of his
life, was the legitimate wife of his
brother Philip. It would have been
out of character, though he loved her
beyond all others, to solicit the inter-
cession of Abraham, in behalf of a
woman of this. description.. So ex-
actly do even the parables of Jesus
correspond to truth and mnature,
wherever correspondence was prac-
ticable. He says that he had five
brethren, whom he wished to apprize
of their future doom. This is not
accidental. These brethren must have
been his relations, and 1t is remark-
able, that the flerodian princes, who
governed from Herod the Great, until
Herod Agrippa, who was the last of
that race, and who governed when
Jerusalem was taken, were five in
number. The destruction of that
city was not only known but always
present to dJesus, in all its circum-
stances : and he could not but be
sensible, that the power of that family
would then terminate.

It deserves our notice, moreover,
that our Saviour represents not only
the prophets, but also Moses, as
preaching a future state and a retri-
butive justice, with an evidence not
to be resisted by any who admitted
their divine mission 3 ¢ Abraham saith
unto him, They have Moses and the
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prophets : let. them - hear them. If
they hear not Moses and the pro-
phets, though one rise from the dead,
they will not be persuaded.” Here
the words are so chosen and arranged,
that while Abraham appears to refuse
the request, he insinuates that is
should be complied with, and yet
such would be the obstinacy of his
brethren, as to continue in immorality
and scepticism. The request was
more immediately fulfilled -in the re-
surrection of Lazarus, who, as being
in his mind when relating the parable,
probably furnished by association the
neme which he here gave to the poer
man at the gate of Dives.

It was more completely fulfilled in
his own resurrection; and yet none
of the Herodian family, though cons
vinced of the fact, became converts to
his gospel. One of them indeed said
on a memorable occasion, ‘‘ Almeost
thou persuadest me to become a Chris-
tian.”” The generous wish of the apos-
tle was never realized, I would to
God, that not only thou, but also all
that hear me this day, were both
almost and altogether such as I am,
except these bonds.” Acts xxvi. 28,

29. -
-~ J. JONES.
~ Clapton,
Sir, March 16, 1824,

F the following lines, the Latin

are quoted bv Beausobre, in his
History of the Reformation, as ¢ ad-
dressed to the Pope” by Luther, ¢ at
the conclusion of his treatise ” De
Captivitate Babylonicd. 'They are de-
scribed by Dr. Macaulay, the translator
of the History in 1301, as ¢ the be-
ginning of an hymn written by Sedu-
lius, which is sung in the Roman
Church at the Epiphany.” Dr. M.
has added, in a note, (I. 348,) the
French and English versions, which
are both, I apprehend, of his compo-
sition.

J. T. R.
¢ Hostis Herodes impie,

Christum venire, quid times ?

Non arripit mortalia

Qui regna dat ceelestia.”

‘¢ Herode impic ct sanguinaire,
Pourquoi crains-tu le Christ qui veut naitre
‘ en ces lieux?

Cclui qui donme a tous le royaume des
cieux,

N’ envahit point ceux de la terre.”
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‘¢ Say, impious Herod ! sanguinary king!
Why shakes thy guilty soul with coward
fear ?
What the’ the Christ, whom ancient pro-
phets sing,
Within these realms in mortal guise
appear,;
Yet learn, the bands that heavenly crowns

bestow,
Steop not to seize the dross of these

below.”
e ol

A Friendly Correspondence between
an Unitarian and e Calvinist.

(Continued from p. 281.)
I to N.

PDear N. 7th October.

1 was coming in due course to your
queries, which involve the whole ques-
tion, and therefore called for much
preliminary explanation. But I see
that you are much too sore to relish
any thing in the style of discussion
usual among men, who reason with
each other on grounds of equality.
You are seated in St. Peter’s chair, and
1 must make my approaches with
becowing humility. If the question
between us had respected personal
attainments in practical religion, [
should be most willing to humble my-
self even to a worm ; but this is not
professedly the point in view. It re-
lates to the general sense of the sacred
Secriptures in respect to the duration
of future punishment—a question in
which I honestly confess that /7 feel
myself a party interested, and which
therefore 1 cannot regard with the
same degree of sang froid which you,
who are one of the elect, can do.
This distinction in our respective cases

ou constantly overlook, 1 should
ike much to know whether or not
your object is to hear what I have to
say, or whether it be merely to give
me lectures, If the latter, 1 will hear
them, and, what is more, 1 will weigi
and consider them ; but then you must
not send me queries with spaces for
my answers,. because this.is placing
temptation in 1y way. If we are
doing wrong jin discussing the decrees
of heaven; the blame Lies at your door;
for you know I would have come to
a period long ago; and moreover the
discussion origenated with you. You
have only to say desist, and sjlence
enstes.

You say we areg running away from

ourselves, and hardening our hearts
fearfully. In one sense I wish [
could run away from myself and lose
myself in divine contemplations; but
I understand you to mean that our
sense of the importance of spiritual
things is evaporating in talk: this is
very possible. . As for the effect upon
the heart of searching humbly into
the divine counsels, I have found it
very salutary; and I hope to prosecute
my inquiries with increasing fervour.
I, of course, cannot answer for you.

I shall now turn to your queries,
but will not promise to take them in
chronologiealorder. *¢ The condition,”
you say, *‘ of departed spirits cannot be
affected by any thing that we can say,
or think, or feel respecting them.”

This the Church of Rome would
deny in toto ; and, as you seem very
adverse to the exercise of reason in
matters of religion, you ought, to be
consistent, to -abide by the authority
of that church, from which you are
a heretical dissenter. They pray for
the dead, and allege scripture for the
practice. They tell you that Christ
after his resurrection preached the
gospel to the Antediluvian sioners,
and that the phrase ‘‘ who were some-
times disobedient,” implies that they
had then become obedient. But let
that pass. Whether or not the con-.
dition of departed spirits can be af-
fected by our thoughts or feelings, is
more than I know ; but this I do know,
that no man of sensibility, who has
lost & near and dear relative, can pos-
gibly refrain from thinking of their
state and condition, and feeling & deep
anxiety for their welfare. But placing
this out of view, since the Scrip-
tures have adverted to the state of the
dead, it is highly proper that we
shonld clearly understand what they
teach upon that awful subject. Your
people have taken it upon them to
enter largely into 1it, and you can
scarcely hear a sermon that does not
more or less advert to the never-end-
ing duration of future punishment.
When therefore a set of men, pro-
fessing to speak the words of God,
and to make known his will, take
upon them thus to define it, others
who have free access to the oracles
of God, have an undoubted right to
search and inquire whether or not they
are correctly explained, and, if not,
to stand up beoldly for the truc scnse.
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Those who with me are decidedly of
opinion that the divine character: and
decrees have been grossly slandered
by the doctrine in question, have ac-
cordingly exercised this right; and
¢heir arguments for God remain un-
refuted—they are masters of the field.
I will not allow you to say, uncontra-
dicted, that it is a matter of no con-
cern tO s, what the bible teaches
respecting the dead generally. You
might just as well tell me that 1t is
nothing to me what it teaches respect-
ing the resurrection. In truth, the
dealings of the Almighty with his
creatures of every rank and degree,
have always occupied the thoughts of

ious men from Abraham downward.
Should not, said he, <“the Judge of all
the earth do right?” < Righteous art
thou, O Lord! when I plead with thee;
vet let me talk with thee of thy judg-
ment.” These are the words of Je-
remiah. After searching profoundly
into the counsels of God respecting
the destiny of the Jews, the apostle
breaks out into this' exclamation—
“ (O, the depth of the riches and
knowledge of God ! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past
finding out !”’—He had, by diligent
examination, arrived at a conclusion
which would not have been reached
by the purblind-eyes of common Chris-
tians, namely, that the very act of
shutting up the Jews in unbelief,
would prove the means of their uni-
versal salvation. If by any accident
he had been prevented fromn finishing
the sentence which begins with, ““For
God hath concluded them all in un-
belief,” and any of your people had
set to conjecture what he designed
to add, they would in all probability
have filled up the vacancy by the
words, ‘¢ that they all might be
damned.”” Paul, however, had a bet-
ter system. ’Tis true, he admits that
even he could not search out the judg-
ments, or find out the ways of God:
but this was because they were so
much richer in love and wisdom than
he could imagine. The difficulty was
not to find as much goodness and
wisdom in God as should rise up to
his standard ; but that, with all his
cfforts, he found that the height and
breadth of the love of God surpassed
and exceeded to jnfinity the utmost
reach of his thoughts. How can we

exclaitn, ‘“Just and true are all thy
ways, O thou King of saints,” while
we hold an opinion iIn direect contra-
diction to all our ideas of justice and
truth? When your people tell me
that God will not te all eternity shew
mercy to thousands of millions of
souls, which he has made, how can
I say Amen! to the prayer which
ascribes infinite goodness and mercy to
such a dreadful Being ? 1 cannot do
it, and you might as well attempt to
erase every notion of truth from my
wnind, as to persnade me to believe in
such a palpable contradictien. If you
have such a faculty, it is yours, and
you are welcome to keep it.

In another query,—you ask me,
““ Which of the two sects experiences
most of the blessed change described
by the Lord Jesus Christ and the
apostles? not meaning a false Cal.
vinist as one of them.”’

I profess myself totally disqualified
for returning a decided answer to this
question, because I am not sufficiently
acquainted with the parties between
whom I am required to make a com-
parison. Our blessed Saviour, the
author and finisher of our faith, has
told us that the tree is to be known by
its fruits, and his apostle has given us
a description of the fruits which are
produced by good and by bad trees.
The first are-—love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
(fidelity,) from which they all spring,
meekness, temperance. The sevond
are, adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witcheraft,
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings and
such like. God alone can see the
naked heart. We can only judge of
men by what comnes out of their mouths
and by their actions. 1 will whisper
a word in your ear—it is, that taking
the above list in my hand, I shall find
very many of the good fruits, where
there is little pretension ; and that
among those who claim for themselves
the possession of the Spirit, I shall
miss the fruits of gentleness and meek-
ness, and chance to discover wrath
and strife.

Do not, however, I pray you, sup-
pose that I am going to question the
existence of true piety .and philan-
thropy among the Calvinists. That
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sect of Christians (for, after all, it is
but a sect) has ‘produced men whom
all who love the name of Christ will
acknowledge to have been burning
and shining lights : far be it from me
to charge upon them all the conse-
‘'quences of the hideous errvor which
they maintain. They have been active
in preaching the forgiveness of sins,
and in displaying the comforts and
joys of religion, in spite of their errors.
In fact, the general effect produced by
the Scriptures at large, and by the
glorious works of God in the world,
has been such as to overpower . and
render, in a great measure, inopera-
tive the horrid dogina of vindictive
punishment. I should like very well
to sit -under a well-informed, pious
Calvinist preacher, if I could be as-
sured that he would confine his dis-
courses to the elect, and shew how all
things shall work together for their
good ; but the moment he ventures
beyond that circle, he gets out of his
depth, and becomes an unsafe guide.
He involves his own: mind, and the
minds of his hearers, in contradiction
and darkness. As for the .sect of
Christians - which ‘maintains the glo-
rious doctrine of the restitution of all
things, their number, though increas-
ing, is but small. They have hitherto
been much engaged in controversy,
which (as it is usually conducted) 1is
not favourable to the growth of the
peaceeble fruits of righteousness ; and
yet I have met among them men who
have a deep sense of the importance,
I should rather say of the indispen-
sable necessity, of personal religion.
For a reverence for the Deity and for
the Scriptures, I never yet knew a
human being who manifested that feel-
‘ing in the same degree as the late Mr.
Winchester. |

‘““ Does not the genuine Calvinist
exhibit true philanthropy by holding
forth danger in the strongest terms,
that his neighbour may be thoroughly
roused and escape it altogether ?”

A man who stands forth in the
character of a preacher, is undoubtedl
bound to teach honestly and faithfully,
~what he himself believes to be true;
and, therefore, if a man really believes
that future punishment will be end-
less, he cannot, of course, acquit his
conscience if he does not declare. that
awful conviction.. But I am fully

answered those before me.
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persuaded that no man believes it. |

‘have- already given my reasons for so

thinking. ‘It is.at most a momentary
suspicion, ‘which could not co-exist
five minutes with sanity. Those who
profess to believe it, smile and talk a-
bout every-day matterslike other men.
They sit at feasts, and attend at inarri.
ages and christenings, and congratu-
late fathers and mothers.on the. in-
crease of their families. . This is all
very proper; but it is wholly inconsis-
tent with the idea, that of the children
thus produced, the chances are.that
the majority is doomed to-everlasting
misery. Thus you see that:-the doc-
trine which you are so anxious to in-
culcate, does not merely affect the
dead, but the living, and.those who
are yet unborn. I never heard a good
man say that we should have no con-
cern for posterity. 1 feel that I have
undertaken a most. arduous fask in
thus explaining the reason of the hope
that is in me; but I have no appre-
hension, feeble as my powers are, of
being able to produce scriptural an-
swers to all the objections which you
can start. Of the effect of my endea-
vours to produce an alteration in your
sentiments I cannot be sanguine. He
who constructed our minds knows
what spring to touch; and in his own
good time he will assuredly lead us
to the knowledge of all those truths
which can add to our happiness. Mean-
while let us bear with each other. I
think 1T am possessed of an invaluable
truth. Let me then be thankful, and

by no means indulge an angry fechng

towards a good man, who has not yet
gained the same prize. . -

I must beg of you to refrain from
putting any more- queries till I have
The next
on the list will require much conside-
ration on my part.

ours affectionately,

Again I repeat, that if these com-
munications have become disagrecable
and unprofitable to you, they shall, as
far as I amn concerned, be discontinucd

at your bidding.

NV to d.
/th October.
The evil which you -have deseribed
ought; as you say, to be ¢ investigated

fully,” for otherwise we cannot duly
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apprecidte theé true nature of sin, -or
the value of salvation. As to God’s
being, in any possibility, a tyrant, it
is out of the gquestion. None of our
people think him so. He has pro-
vided a full remedy, and nothing is
wanted but a willingness to apply for
it. 'This annihilates all idea of tyran-
ny. The tyranny exists in sin only.
These exhibitions warn us to flee from
the wrath to come, and do not beguile
us into it. You write and speak as if
our thoughts and feelings would have
an influence upon these matters.
it were possible that I could cause
the damnation of any one, Ishould be
terrified. I would confidently offer,
instrumentally, the means of grace to
every one, telling him or her they may
have it if they will. Say what you
will, these matters ought to be left
implicitly with God. He has pro-
mised to clear up every thing, and
make us plead guilty, and justify him
at the day of judgment. -

We are led away from ourselves,
but must come home at last. A time
will come when, by Divine illumina-
tion, we shall be given to see how we
have hardened our own hearts. While
we regard our own state, we are look-
ing to what, in our opinion, (God ought
to do with those, of whose true con-
dition we can be no judges at present.
Let us look te*ourselves and try our-
sclves, and compare ourselves and our
experience with that which is laid
down by Christand the apostles. You
told me to envisage the subject. I
Lave awfully obeyed your advice, sub-
mitting to it as a mandate ; but you
do not reciprocate. I ask, but cannot
compel, nor even persuade you to en-
visage your own - state. You evade,
vou turn your thoughts, and set about
doing God’s work, instead of doing
what he has commanded yow. < Ex-
armine our ownseives.” 1 bring myself
in with trembling and anguish, and am
constrained to say, ‘‘ Search me, O
God, and lighten mine eyes.” Give
e a new heart and a new spirit; and
then I will, by thy all-powerful ena-
0’11}1;{8, perform every thing thou re-
quirest.

I anticipate your assent to this pro-
position, that the more fully we shall
be enlighteried by the Holy Spirit; and
created anew in Christ Jesus, the bet-
ter qualified we shall be to judge of
the mnagters under discussion, In the

VoL, XIX, 2 x
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meanwhile let us leave them in un-
erring hands. -
- 1 have since had a glance of the
pleasing scene which will be presented
to your view when you personally
realize, in a fuller degree, the blessings

of the gospel. - N.
{To be continued.] '

e

Trereife,

SIR, June S, 1824.
R. WORSLEY sent a state-
. ment to your Magazine, in
which my character -was implicated;
and his statement was so 1ncorrect
that I made complaint ; and this comn-
plaint he calls a-desire to keep the
matter ¢‘ a-going.”” I wish that -his
apology had not been accompanied
with this unfair remark. However,
enough of this. These things speak
for themselves. According to such
reasoning, a man who defends himself

when attacked, is guilty of a riot.

I now beg leave to refer to a let-
ter in the preceding part, signed A
Friend to Inquiry. 'This gentleman
had asserted that Unitarians may be,
and often are consistent members of
the Established Church; and Mr.
Worsley replied, that ¢ such a senti-
ment is destructive of all honest and
open profession, and all fair prospect
of the advancement of truth.”” I had
occasion to address a letter to the
Friend to Inquiry on this very point,
and I shall be much obliged:if you
will give my sentiments, which agree
with those of Mr. Worsley, a place in
your Repository. 1 regret to see in
the Friend to Inquiry’s letter, re-
marks, which again call forth the
matter in dispute: he observes, that
the gentleman was attacked by our
clergy, and removed from a certain
honorary post, on the ground of his
not being a member of the Church.
But of what nature was this honorary
It was the Presidentship of a
Society formed for the express pur-
pose of promoting the doctrines and
views of the Established Chureh, which
views this gentleman avowed his reso-
lution to thwart. (See p. 142 of the
Repository for March.) By the ex-
pression of an ‘¢ ‘honorary post,” the
whole truth is not told, and I am sorry

to ‘be again under the necessity of
referring to the subject.
-also to sce that this writer now avows

I am sorry

a differecnt motive for his defence of
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the Unitarian doctrine from that
which he avowed in his pamphlet. He
has quitted the fair ground wupon
which he stood, .and now confesses
that he did it to' “‘ prevent a mono-
poly of good. things,” by shewing
that the Unitarian might consistently
have a share of them. Monopoly of
good things! Hear this, ye shades of
Lindsey, Disney and Wakefield! Hear
this, ye men of integrity, now living,
who, with talents which might open
to you, on facile hinges, the gates of
preferment, still persevere in what ye
deem to be the better path, and for
this very reason that ye think thereby
(in the language of Mr. Worsley)
¢ you have the fairest prospect of ad-
vancing the truth”! Why do ye appeal
against the Test Act? Why do ye
petition against the Marriage Cere-
mony ? Why do ye build separate
places of worship ? I will venture to
assert, that a more strange concate-
nation of sentiments was never strung
together than in this letter of the
Friend to Inquiry. 1 appeal to Uni-
tarians themselves. My opinion 1is,
that if the Unitarian can put a bridle
on his conscience, he ought alsoe to put
it on his lips. My opinion is, that
his protest does not clear him from
hypocrisy, while he aims by ‘“ external
conformity,” not to be shut out *“ from
a share of good things,”” and that such
conduct does not deserve the compli-
ment of ¢ fearless.” As to official
dignity! my idea is, that if a pro-
fessed Unitarian takes the sacrament
for the express purpose of obtaining
any office, he obtains it by perjury;
and that if he at the same tiitne pro-
claims and propagates his opinions, he
triumphs in his shame. When I speak
of a Unitarian, I speak of those < who
hold the strict and proper humanity
of Christ as one of their fundamental
tenets.” DBut I will not trespass any
farther. I beg you to give a place to
a few arguments, which I had already
published on the inconsistency of a
Unitarian claiming to be a consistent
member of the Church.

Perinit me, before I conclude, to
enter my protest against such expres-
sions as ‘‘“ a small and remote town,”’
&e. Is the propagation of right prin-
ciples to be checked, because they may
originate among people in an humble
class, and 1n a remote town? At
what mile-stone from Hyde-Park Cor-

Cornish Controversy: Mr. Le Grice in Reply.

ner does respectability begin? Shall
Carey’s Book of Roads be an Index
Purgatorius, and shew by an author’s
residence whether any thing thag
comes from him can be good? Burn
your Nautical Almanacks, ye British
captains, for how can they be your
guides in the Pacific Ocean or at
the North Pole, when ye shall be in-
formed (as is the fact) that the calcu-
lations were made by an inhabitant of
a remote village in Cornwall.! Break
your lamps, ye labourers in the bow-
els of the earth, for of what use can
things be which were invented by a
native of Penzance! Away with the
chilling and degrading sentiment?!
Truth 1s truth, let it come from where
it will; and it is one mark of the
great improvement of modern times,
that such is the facility of intercourse,
that in the diffusion of opinion dis-
tance seems annihilated : it flies like
the electric fluid, and seems every
where almost a¢ once. 1 am aware
that I expose myself to raillery by
such exclamation, Far be it from
me to attach any importance to my-
self ; but 1 do think that this ¢ Cor-
nish Controversy’ (as youn term it)
has shewn, in a conspicuous light, and
by the adoption of it in your pages,
in a permanent light, a most impor-
tant feature of the present times.
Look at the Nonjuror in the beginning
of the last century: see him conscien-
tiously retiring from the preferment,
honours and the means of life; and
see the Dissenter of the present day,
the disbeliever in the authenticity of
the Gospels, attending the services of
the Church, and partaking of its sa-
craments, approaching the table, not
with compunctions of conscience, but
demanding the offices of the Church
with a Writ in one hand and a Prayer
Book in the other. Are not these
things new? Are they notimportant?
Are they not worthy of observation?
Is consistency a virtue, or is it not?
If it ceases to be thought so, has not
a most important change taken place
in public opinion? Why a sneer at a
remote corner? 'That these things
have been exhibited in a remote place
adds to their interest; because, if they
had happened in the crowd and fumes
of the metropolis, they might have
escaped noticc: a light set on a hill
is more apparent in the country than
in a city. Look at Mr. Wesley alone,
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on a moor in Cornwall, at a loss which
way to direct his steps, till he heard
the sound of a distant bell. Such was
the first appearance of that wonderful
man in this ‘“ remote corner”! See
now the influence of his opinions:
count the thousands who bless his
name. And may not opinions be now
propagated, though in a remote cor-
pner, with a power which may astonish
us, or rather those who survive us?
If right, shall we not encourage them?
If wrong, shall we not endeavour to
depress them? Is this doctrine of
pseudo-conformity right or wrong:?
In Athens it was a crime to be of no
party : but the crime of being of a/l
_parties was never stigmatized, because
(like parricide) it was never contem-
plated : it 1s the principle of a new
sect. In my mind it i3 as noxious and
unwholesome in the religious world
as the plague is in the natural world ;
and though it may first shew itself in
a remote corner, it is not the less to
be watched, proclaimed, avoided and
(if possible) checked.
C. V. LE GRICE.

[Mr. Le Grice’s Thoughts on In-
consistency in our next. Ep.]

e

SIR, June 10, 1824.
Q S I have been lately informed
that the gentleman who was the
Clerk, or more properly the Chair-
man of the ¢hree last Yearly Meetings
of Friends, held in London, had not
even seen a printed copy of the large
edition of ten thousand copies of a
Creed, the first three articles of which
were 1nserted in Vol. XIX. p. 15, of
your Journal; I wish to exonerate
him from the imputation of having
received from his American corre-
spoudent, in print, any of those pro-
hibited articles, which the Yearly
Meeting of 1823 “¢ ordered to be lock-
(_,'(i up in the fire proof for sefe keep-
no.>?

The ¢ large packet” I spoke of, p.
I1, has been, I find, lately represented
48 containing chiefly American news-
papers or other periodical works, in
some of which those controversies
among the American Friends had been
discussed. This important packet,
therefore, probably also contained

Srom God. That
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preaching what they called Aeterodoz
doctrines ; but which were generally
approved by the great body of the
Society in Pennsylvania. It might
also have conveyed MS. copies of the
said Creed. Its patron, the Meeting
for Sufferings, had previously received,
in its collective capacity, too.memo-
rable a lesson from the Yearly Meet-
ing, for so imprudently printing that
document, and presenting it in that
state to the church, in full assembly,
for its approbation, as if their work
was incapable of amendment, even
for its ‘° Pontiff” to venture upon
an open transgression of their prohi-
bition. Some stray copies in print
have, nevertheless, certainly arrived
in this country. Under the conviction
that these means are at hand, to cor-
rect any error that may be found in
the copy I now send you of the other
nine articles of this most. singular
production, I am induced to offer
them for insertion in your valuable
Journal ; that it may be preserved as
a useful warning against any similar
departure from the solar path of rea-
son, enlightened by the lamp of ge-
nuine revelation. “This document is,
perhaps, only worth preserving whilst
such incompetent persons as its au-
thors bear sway over, and are suf-
fered to occupy influential stations in
a professed Christian Church, the
members of which are, generally speak-
ing, I conclude, by the judicious re-
jection of this intended symbol of their
faith, much better informed, equally
well-disposed, and of sounder mind
than these blind teachers.

Whoever they are, whether minis-
ters or elders, they have drawn, with
much complaceney, a confused and
dark portrait of their own theology,
very defective in perspicuity and in
real scriptural knowledge ; at the same
time, equally remarkable for incor-
rect quotations of Scripture, some-
times I fear intentionally, in order to
uphold their preconceived notions and
prejudices, or with very censurable
carelessness and inconsistency, if they
esteem those writings as contalning
a true record of speciel revelations
your recaders, and
especially those who are of the So-
ciety of Iriends, may the more readily

Some account of the futile attempt of judge for themselves of this American
the same parties to censure and silence production, 1 shall annex a reference

the truly venerable 1llias Hickes, for

to the texts which 1 suppose are al-
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fuded to in each of the twelve articles:
They may thus easily see by corsult-
ing the text and the context of each,
how much more clearly the genuine
sennse of the sacred writers may be
gathered from the text than from their
mutilated comments. Such a com-
pilation of discordant materials, af-
fords a fit subject for much animad-
version. I shall only notice a few of
the passages which seem to me to re-
quire it, and those briefly.

The texts referred to in the first
article are 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, and 2
Pet. 1. 21. That from Paul does not,
and cannot with reason be said to dis-
tinguish between canonical books of
scripture and those which are of du-
btous authority. Barclay knew better,
and renders the text thus: ‘< All
scripture given by inspiration of God
is profitable for correction,”’ &c. The
received text says, ‘¢ All scripture is
given by inspiration,”” implying to the
ill-informed English reader that the
whole volume was, in the same sense,
written by inspiration. The transla-
tors knew that no Greek MS. said
any such thing, and have therefore,
very properly, printed the important
word s in 1italies, to denote that no
corresponding word is to be found in
the Greek text.

The text from Peter relates to the
prophetical parts of the Scripture
only, which must have been imparted
by Divine inspiration, if they are so
called with propriety.

On behalf of the second article, no
other text of even the received Ver-
sion than the noted interpolation 1
John v. 7, is adduced, for a very
good reason, because no genuine text
teaches any such doctrine.

In support of each position in the
third article, almost every book of the
received canon, even in any transla-
tion, may be pertinently and conclu-
sively quoted. Its truth has, indeed,
been maintained by all Christian
churches in every age, from that of
the apostles to the present ; whatever
other tenets any of themm may have
also held, and professed to incorpo-
rate therewith. I shall therefore only
refer to the following texts: Gen. i.
b, xxi. 33; Neh. viii. 6, ix. 6;
Psa. xvi. 1, xxxvi. 6—10; Isa. xI.
25—28 ; Rom. ix. 5, as those which
the compilers probably had in view;
and observe that the one from the New
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Testament is not quoted as it stands
in the received text; but, in my ap.
prehension, much more eonsistently
with the true sense of the apostle,
The next article of the Creed is as
follows:

Fourth. ‘¢ The infinite and most
wise God, who is the foundation, roog
and spring of all operation, hath
wrought all things by his eternal Word
and Son : this is that Word that was in
the beginning with God, and was Ged;
by whom all things were made, and
without whom was not any thing
made that was made. Jesus Christ is
the beloved and only-begotten Son of
God, who in the fulness of- time,
through the lloly Ghost, was con-
ceived and born of the Virgin Mary.
In him we have redemption through
his blood, even the forgiveness of
sins. We believe ke was made a sa-
erifice for sin, who knew no sin; that
he was crucified for us in the flesh,
was buried, and rose again the third
day, by the power of the Father for
our justification, ascended wup into
heaven, and now sitteth at the right
hand of God.” I add the texts to
this and the remaining articles which
I suppose the writers had in view. It
would not have been amiss had they
given references to them in the mar-
gin, o at the end of each article.
John i. 1, xxiii. 14; Matt. 1. 20,
Lukei. 35; Eph.i.7; 2 Cor. v. 21;
i Pet.iv. 1; 1 Cor. xv. 4; Rom. 1iv.
255 Coloss, iii. 1.

Fifth. ‘¢ As then, that infinite and
incomprehensible Fountain of life and
motion operateth in the creatures by
his own eternal word and power, so©
no creature has access again unto
him, but in and by the Son, according
to his own declaration, ¢ No man
knoweth the Father but the Son, and
he to whom the Son will reveunl him-
self’ Again, ‘I am the way, the
truth and the life; no man cometh to
the Father but by me.” Hence he
is the only Mediator between God and
man, for having been with God from
all eternity, being himself God, and
also in time partaking of the nature of
man ; through him is the goodness and
love of God conveyed to mankind, and
by him again man receiveth and par-
taketh of these mercies.”” Matt. x1.
27 ; Luke x. 22; John xiv. 6. In
quoting the texts of Matthew and
Luke, their united testimony is made



Fhe proposed Americen Quaker Creed.

pery free with, apparently to make it
comport. better with the notions of
the compilers of this creed. How
dangerous is such a praetice! Besides
which, they have suppressed the tes-
¢imony of Christ himself, who in the
preceding verse declares his Father to
be ¢ Lord of heaven and earth,” and
in this, addressing him, says, ‘¢ 4/
things are delivered to me of my
Father, and no man knoweth,”” &c., as
quoted by these creed makers, till
they come to the last word of the
text, which they render ¢¢ himself™’
instead of ¢ Aim,” as it properly
stands in the received version, plainly
designating the Father and him only,
the sole ‘“ Liord of heaven and earth,”’
thus making it refer to the humble
Prophet of Nazareth, whom his God
and Father made < both Lord and
Chrigt,”” but who never, as here falsely
represented, claimed the possession of
underived and infinite power.

Sixth. “ We acknowledge that of
ourselves we are not able to do any
thing that i1s good, neither can we
procure remission of sins, or justifica-
tion by any act of our own; but ac-
knowledge all to be of and from his
love, which is the original and funda-
mental cause of our acceptance, °for
{sod so loved the world, that he gave
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”>* John iii.
16. This text is pertinently and cor-
rectly quoted. It is also strictly in
unison with the explicit declaration of
these Friends in their own language,
and equally so with the uniform expo-
sition of the corner-stone of Unita-
rianism. Nay, it is even expressed
almost in the very terms of Dr. Car-
penter’s Appeal, and in perfect ac-
cordance with many authentic expla-
nations which I have seen of the
foundation of their faith.

Seventh. ¢ We firmly believe it
was necessary that Christ should
come ; that by his death and suffer-
gs he might offer up himself a
sacrifice to God for our sins, ¢ who
his ownself bare our sins in his own
body on the trees> so we believe that
the remission of sins which any par-
take of, is only in and by virtue of
that most satisfactory sacrifice and
no otherwise ; for it is by the obe-
dience of that one, that the free gift
15 come upon all to justification. Thus
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Christ by his death and sufferings

hath reconciled us to God, even while
we are enemies; that is, he offers
reconciliation to us, and we are theres
by put into a capacity of being recon-
ciled: God is willing to be reconciled
unto uas, and ready to remit the sins
that are past if we repent.”” 1 Pet. i
24 ; Matt. xxvi. 28; Heb. ix. 26;

‘Rom. v. 10 ; xviii. 19.

“Eighth. ‘¢ Jesus Christ is the inters
cessor and advocate with the Father in
heaven, appearing in the presence of
God for us; being touched with a feel-
ing of our infirmities, sufferings and
sorrows ; and also by his spirit in
our hearts, he maketh intercession
according to the will of God, crying
Abba Father: he tasted death for
every man, shed his blood for all
men, and is the propitiation for our
sins ; and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world. He
alone is our Redeemer and Saviour,
the captain of our salvation, the pro-
mised seed, who bruises the serpent’s
head: the Alpha and Omega; the first
and the last ; Le is our wisdom, righ-
teousness, justification and redemp-
tion ; neither is there salvation in any
other; for there is no other name
under heaven given among men,
whereby we may be saved.’’” Rom.
viii. 273 1 John ii. 1; Heb. ix. 24, iv.
155 Gal. iv. 6 ; Heb., 1. 9; Mark
xiv. 24 ; 1 John ii. 2; Isaiah xliv. 6;
Heb. ii. 10; Gen. iii. 15 ; Rev. i. 8,
xxi. 6, xxii. 13; 1 Cor. i. 30 ; Acts
w. 12, .

Ninth. ““ As he ascended far above
all heavens that he might fill all
things, his fulness cannot be compre-
hended or contained in any finite crea-
ture ; but in some measure Znown
und experienced in us, as we are pre-
pared to receive the same, as of his
fulness we heve received grace for
grace. He is both the word of faith
and a quickening spirit in us, whereby
he 1s the 1mmediate cause, author,
object and strength, of our living faith
in his name and power, and of the
work of our salvation from sin and
bondage of corruption.”” Eph. iv. 10;
John i. 16.

Tenth. ¢ The Son of God cannot
be divided from the least or lowest
appearance of his own divine light or
life ir ws, no more than the suun from
ets own light. Nor is the sufficiency of
his light within, set uwp or mentioned
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in opposition to him or to his ful-
ness, considered as in himself, or with-
out us; mor can any measure or de-
gree of light received from Christ, be
properly called the fulness of Christ,
or Chnist as in fulness, nor exclude
him from being our complete Saviour;
and where the least degree or measure
of this light and life of Christ within,
is sincerely waited in, followed and
obeyed, there is a blessed increase of
light and grace known and felt: as
the path of the just, it shines more
and more, until the perfect day ; and
thereby growing in grace, and in the
knowledge of God and of our Lord
and Saviour, Acth been and is truly
experienced.”’ Prov. iv. 18; 2 Pet. iilL
18.

Eleventh. “ Wherefore we say, that
whatever Christ then did, both living
and dying, was of great benefit to
the salvation of all that have believed,
and now do, and that hereafter shall
believe in him unto justification and
acceptance with God. DBut the way
to come to that faith is to receive and
obey the manifestation of his divine
light and grace in the conscience, and
which leads men to believe and value,
and not to disown or undervalue Christ
as the common sacrificeand mediator;
for we do affirm, that to follow this
holy light in the conscience, and to
turn our minds and bring all our deeds
and thoughts to it, is the readiest, nay
the only reght wey, to have true liv-
ing and sanctifying faith in Christ, as
he appeared in the flesh, and to dis-
cover the Lord’s body, coming and
suflerings aright, and to receive any
reul benefit by him, as our only sacri-
fice and mediator, according to the
beloved disciple’s emphatical testimo-
ny, ‘If we walk in the light, as he
(God) 1s in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Don cleanseth us
from all sin.”””> 1 Cor. xi. 29; 1 John

1. 7.

Twelfth. ¢ By the propitiatory sa-
crifice ot Christ without us, we, truly
repenting and believing, are through
the mercy of God justified fromn the
imputation of sins and transgressions
that are past, as though they had
never been committed. And by the
mighty work of Christ within us, the
power, nature and habits of sin are
destroyed ; that as sin once reigned
unto death, evenr so now, grace reign-

The proposed Americar Quaker Creed.

eth through righteousness, unto eter-
nal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.”

‘Rom. {ii. 25, iv. 8, v. 20, 21.

““Signed on behalf of the Meeting,
“JONATHAN EVANS, Clerk.”

In transcribing this singular pro.
duction for your Journal, I have taken
the liberty to mark such passages for
insertion in ifalics, as appear to re-
quire the particular attention of a
certain, and I trust an increasing class
of your readers, carefully noting with
inverted commas every text which was
so distinguished in my MS. 1 was
desirous of comparing it with a print-
ed copy, particularly on account of the
exceptionable manner in which the far
greater part of the texts quoted are
mixed up with the assertions, notions
and confessions of the faith of its
compilers, as if their opinions and
doctrines were of equal authority with
those of the sacred writers; but I have
not succeeded in obtaining the sight
of a single copy of the large edition
which was printed. Such an inter-
mixture of the doctrines which Christ
and his apostles taught, with their
own apprehensions concerning reveal-
ed truth, distinguishable as they easily
are by the well-informed secriptural
Christian, is not to treat the Divine
Oracles with becoming respect and
due veneration ; though such a prac-
tice may induce the simple but honest
inquirer to mistake the hay and the
stubble of man’s invention for the
foundation which Christ hath laid.
To others, who more justly appre-
ciate the true character of the sacred
records, such doings will rather evince
the great extent of the self-delusion
of its authors. Yet I do not, after
their example, account it *“ a delusion
of the Devil.”

The 1st, 4th, and the six last Articles
of this symbol of their faith, exhibit
each of thein one or more examples
of this improper practice, the true
character of which in each case, will
be apparent on examination. Trust-
ing the memorable rejection of this
intended imposition on the Yearly
Meeting of I'riends, held at Phila-
delphia in 1823, will, wherever it is
known, have a tendency to prevent
any similar atteropt being suceessful
among them, on this or on that side

the Atlantic, I am, &ec.
BEREUS.

: .



Plan for relieving Chapel Delbt, Dover.

SIR,
N my Obituary of the late Rev.
B. Murten, of the General Baptist
Unitarian Chapel, Dover (X VIII. 670),
I mentioned that in his last letter to
me, he communicated a plan for pay-
ing off the remaining debt of the
Chapel. That plan I beg leave to lay
before you with brevity. The debt
incurred is 920/., the Chapel having
cost 2000 guineas, being one of the
ncatest and most commodious for
public worship in the kingdom.

Some friends (unconnected with
the Society) being on a visit at Do-
ver, seeing the exertions which the
congregation had made and were still
making ; and, aware that so heavy a
debt would operate as a serious im-
pediment to the cause of Unitarian
Christianity at that place, suggested
the following plan, and kindly offered
to contribute to it. It was, therefore,
laid before the GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
held in London 1822, and met their
unanimous approbation.

1. That one hundred persons sub-
seribe One Guinea each, annually, for
¢hree years. ¥

2. T'hat the same be placed out on
compound interest, as it shall come
to hand, until it shall accumulate to
the sum of 5557.

3. That with the addition of Mr.
Squier’s legacy of 250/, the sum of
120/. only of the debt will remain.

4. That this sum of 120/. may be
realized, in a few years, by the sale
of the vaults under the Chapel; and
thus the whole debt will be liquidated.

My motive for communicating at
this time to your readers these par-
ticulars is, that the names of upwards
of forty subscribers will appear on
the Wrapper of this Month’s Reposi-
tory, hoping that it may incite others
to follow their example in the com-
pletion of this good work. The plan
IS an excellent one, suggested by
three respectable individuals, the Rev.
B. Marten, the Rev. W. Moon, and
Mr. Bradley, all of whom are now
laid low in the dust. It may be suc-
cesstullyimitated by Unitarian friends,
who may be similarly circumstanced,
in other parts of the country.

J. EVANS.

—

Aslington, June 14, 1824.

_’“‘ It might be convenient for several
. friends to unite in making up the Guinea,

anfl to which there can be no possible
objection.
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Society for the Relief of the Necessi-
tous Widows and Children of Pro-
testent Dissenting Ministers of the
Three Denominations. o

WHEN a minister of the gospel,

. who has devoted a long and

laborious - life, with acceptance and

usefulness, for the promotion of the
cause of religion, is removed by death,
his name should be had in grateful
remembrance, and his widow and
children should inherit a portion of
that affectionate esteem which in his
life-time he enjoyed. |
~ This was the feeling entertained by
our pious Nonconformist forefathers
nearly a century ago; and, in order
to give it full effect, and carry.it out
into lively and continued operation,
they laid the foundation of this charity,

which was instituted in the year 1733,

for the Relief of the Families of such

Ministers of the Presbyterian, Inde-

pendent and Baptist Denominations,

as at the time of their death stood
accepted and approved by the body of
ministers of their own denomination,
and who died so poor as not to leave
their widows and children a sufficient
subsistence. | , ,,

At the first, the annual sum given
to the English widows was only five
pounds, and to the Welsh widows
three pounds each ; but from the li-
berality with which the Society was
supported, the Managers had the
pleasure of increasing the exhibitions,
from time to time, until the year
1811, when they distributed fifteen
pounds to the English, and eleven
pounds to the Welsh widows. They
have since, though with great reluc-
tance, been obliged to reduce them to
fourteen and ten pounds respectively.

The Managers meet on the first
Tuesday in every month, from the
month of October to the month of
May, both inclusive, to receive, and
examine, and relieve such cases as
shall be presented to them from the
widows of either of the three denomi-
nations ; and such is the spirit of har-
mony which has prevailed, that they
are not aware of any instance in which
a preference has been given to one
denomination over the other.

Besides these annual donations, in
urgent cases, the Managers frequently
make a grant of ten pounds to ap-
prentice out an orphan child of a
deceased ninister, by which means
the immediate object is provided for,
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and the necessitous widow relieved
from the expense of its maintenance.

- The number of recipients at present
upon the books, is two hundred and
twelve ; and to discharge the exhibi-
tions for the present year would re-
quire the sum of two thousand, seven
hundred and fifty pounds; whereas
the annpual income upon which the
Managers can with certainty calcu-
late, does not exceed the sum of two
thousand pounds, or thereabouts,
leaving a deficiency of seven hundred
and fifty pounds.

The subscribers have been reduced
therefore to a dilemma, either point
of which has been preghant with dif-
ficulty.

To curtail the annual exhibitions
which the poor widows were accus-
tomed to receive, and to which they
were pyrobably looking at the end of
the year for discharging the little
debts they had necessarily contracted
in the course of it, was distressing in
the extreme ; but to proceed in grant-
ing exhibitions so much beyond the
income of the charity, appeared not
only umjust, but highly imprudent,
and a course which, if persisted in
without a reinforcement of its funds,
would, in a very short period, annihi-
late the Society.

As the lesser evil, it has been con-
eluded, to vote the accustomed exhi-
bitions for the present year, and to
make an urgent appeal to the body of
Dissenters at large, for their benevo-
lent aid, relying, (in humble depend-
ence upon Divine Providence,) that
they will afford seasonable and ade-
quate assistance.

It has at the same time been
thought expedient, in order to pre-
vent the widows relying with too much
confidence upon a continuance” of the
same supply, to accompany the ex-
hibition with a communication, that,
unless an immediate and very consi-
derable increase should be made to
the income of the Society, a reduction
must take place in the future exhi-
bitions. |

The subscribers have also felt it
‘their duty (though they have done it
with great regret) to adopt the fol-
lowing Resolution, viz.

- ““That so long as the exhibitions
to the widews already admitted upon
their list of recipients, shall exceed
the income of the Institution, the
Managers cannot, with any propriety,

admit new cases.” However painful
such a circumstance must necessarily
prove, it can only be avoided by a
very considerable augmentation of
thelr income, or until the number of
the present recipients be reduced.

The Managers are apprehensive that
this Institution is not so exteusively
known as its excellence and utility
deserve ; they have, therefore, resolved
to make the nature, design and pre-
sent state of it as public as possible;
which, they trust, will prove sufficient
to imsure its success with the religious
public, and especially with Protestant
Dissenters.

It appears to the Managers, that,
under existing circumstances, it has
become their duty, not only to appeal
to their Dissenting friends for assist-
ance, but to suggest how such assist-
ance may be afforded; and it has oc-
curred to them, that if their respected
brethren in the ministry, in and near
the Metropolis, (and, indeed, through-.
out the kingdom at large, where it
could be conveniently done,) would
make one public collection in the
course of the present year, such a
circumstance would, without doubt,
be productive of incalculable benefit;
besides which, if their respected
friends among the laity, who are in
easy (and they are bappy to say that
not a few are in opulent) circum-
stances, would kindly become annual
subscribers to the Institution, a vast
increase would, without difficulty, be
made to its funds. And, although One
(zuinea per annum seems a sum so
small as to be scarcely capable of
effecting any permanent benefit; yet,
let it be remembered, that if every
Dissenter, ir and near the Metropolis,
who can afford it, were to adopt this
suggestion, a fund would be raised
not only competent to meet the exi-
gency, but sufficient to place the So-
eiety almost beyond the possibility of
future difliculty.

The Managers are fully aware that
the Divine blessing alone can insure
success ; that < the silver and the
gold are the Lord’s,”” and “¢ the hearts
of all are in his hands.”” 'This cause
i1s pre-eminently the canse of God ;—
concerning this we have his own gra-

cious declaration, “ A Father of the

fatherless, and a Judge of the widows,
is God in his holy habitation;” and
he -has graciously condescended to
relieve the minds of his dyimg scr-
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vants with this. encouraging declara-
tion, ‘¢ Leave thy fatherless children,
I will preserve them alive, and let thy
widows trust in me.”” Now if widows
and orphans in general are the sub.
jects of his peculiar regard, surely an
Institution whieh has for its objeet
the relief of the widows and children
of his own faithful servants, who have
devoted their time and talents, and
spent their lives in promoting his
kingdom and glory in the world, and
the good of immortal souls, must be
highly acceptable in his sight.

An Institutien for such a purpose,

the Managers now present to the at-
tention of their Dissenting brethren,
and they anxiously hope that, under
the circumstances stated, they wilt
cheerfully adopt and encourage it.

To those who profess the religion
of Jesus, and enter into the divine
and benevolent spirit of its Author,
it is presumed the appeal will no
sooner be made than allowed. An
inspired apostle has said, “ Pure reli-
gion, and undefiled before God and
the Father 1s this, fo visit the father-
less and widews in their affliction,”’
as well as, ¢ to keep ourselves un-
spotted from the world.”

It is to persons of such views, and
who entertain such high and exalted
feelings, that the present appeal is
made ; and though perhaps it might,
without much impropriety, be made
generally to all classes of Christians,
yet surely, to Protestant Dissenters,
it comes with higher and more forcible
claims, and to such, it is confidently
hoped, it will not come without its
due effect.

Subscriptions and other benefactions
will be thankfully received by Ben-
JAMIN SHAaw,; Esq., Treasurer, Lon-
don Bridge; Mr. H. K. SMiTHERS,
Secretary, 323, Borough; and Mr.
Isaac Haiums, Collector, 29, Budge
Row, Watling Street.

Managers of the Society for 1824.

Bensamin Saaw, Esq., London-Bridge-
Foot, Treasurer; Messrs. William Ashlin,
Belton- Street, Long Acre; Joseph Bune
nell, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury ;
William Burls, Lethbury ; James Collins,
Spital Square ; Roger Dawsan, Kenning-
ton; James Esdaile, Bunhill Row ; Wil-
liam Frewme, Catherine Court, Tower Hill;
J‘amcs Gibson, Lime Street, Fenchurch
Street ; William Gillman, Bank Build-
mgs, Cornhill ; Jos¢ph Gutteridge, Cam-
berwell ; George Hammond , Whitechapel;
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Samuel Jackson, Hackney ; Wm. Jame-
son, Laurence Pountney Lane ; ‘Thomas

Kingsbury, Leadenhall Street; Nathaniel
Robarts, Bedford Street, Covent Garden;

- Josiah Roberts, Terrace, Camberwell ;

Thomas Rogers, Clapham ; John Towill
Rutt, Clapton; Robert Sangster, Den-
mark Hill, Camberwell ; James Smith,
Jamres Street, Covent Garden; Joseph
Stonard, Stamford Hill ; Samuel Strat.
ton, No. 31, New City Chambers; Thos.
Wilson, 12, Highbury Place, Islington ;
B. P, Witts, Friday Street; The Rev.
John Goode, Islington ; Thomas Griffin,
Stepney Green ; and A. Rees, D. D., 19;
Artillery Place, Finsbury. :
—
- SIR, Swansea, June, 1824.
THE most intolerant speech of the
. Bishop of St. David’s against the
Unitarian Marriage Bill, having been
singled out for publication in the
Cambrian Newspaper, and the Editor
having refused a place to the following
communication on the subject, I sub-
mit it to your option for the Reposi-
tory. JAMES GIFFORD.
To the Editor of the Camibrian.

S1r,—I beg leave to submit to the
readers of the Cambrian a few passing
observations on the speech of the Bi-
shop of St. David’s against the Uni-
tarian Marriage Bill, as given in your

aper of the 15th instant. ‘

‘“To the benefits of the Bill (says
the Bishop) as Dissenters from the
Church, and on a plea of conscience,
they are not entitled to, in my humble
opinion, on either account.” ¢ My
Liords, conscience as well as zeal may
be without knowledge; and though
want of knowledge may be entitled to
compassion, it has no claim to pri-
vilege.” ¢‘ They hold no other belief
of the Deity than what is professed
by Deists and Mahometans.” <“If
l}’nitarians would at omce publicly de-
clare themselves to be what they are,—
not Christians,—they have the remedy
in their own hands as well as the
Jews, and need not come to parlia-
ment.”

Jews and Deists renounce the Chris-~
tian revelation altogether ; Unitarians
receive the gospel as a revelation from
God the Father, by his enly Son
our Lord Jesus Christ. Jews and
Deists believe Jesus Christ to have
been a cheat and an impostor; Uni-
tarians believe in him as the  inspired
mesgenger of God, the Messiah and
Savioar of mankind. Fask your reads
ers, then, what imore can be needed
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than these plain simple facts, to shew
that Unitarians do ‘“ hold other belief
of the Deity thun what 13 professed
by Deists and Mahometans”? And
when such assertions have been a
thousand times refuted in this same
way, I ask them, what they must think
of the man who still blindly and per-
tinaciously adheres to them? 1 ask
them, if this is not °‘zeal without
knowledge’’? And if such a want of
knowledge be ‘‘entitled to compas-
sion,”” I ask them, if it is not such as
‘¢ has no claim to privilege”? Fur-
ther, Unitarians believe in all the mi-
racles of Christ, his death, resurrection
and ascension ; they believe in him as
the Mediator and Redeemer; and
through faith in him and repentance
unto newness of life, they humbly
look to the promise of salvation. If
after all this, a man will not believe
that there is any distinction between
Deists and Unitarians, then would he
not believe though one should rise
from the dead. Moreover, Unitarians
hold themselves bound to work out
their own salvation by the divine pre-
cepts of the gospel, and among these
precepts they specially hold to the
one which stands pre-eminent amongst
the good, Do UNTO OTHERS AS YE
WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD DO UNTO
vyou. And in no case whatsoever do
they think this heavenly command
more binding, more awfully incum-
bent upon their observance, than in
all cases of dissent on religious opi-
nions. Buat how is the Trinitarian to
abide by this precept, following the
dictates of the Bishop? How would
the Trinitarian like to be forced be-
fore the altar of the Unitarian, there
to be bound in his decarest interests
by a form of worship awfally repug-
nant to his understanding, and there
to have a tribute levied upon him for
the support of doctrines which he con-
scientiously believed to be highly in-
jurious to the cause of Christianity ?
God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghest, are supplicated
in the marrige ceremony; the doxo-
logies are to the same purport; the
service 1s essentially Trinitarian ; it
sanctions the ceremony and is binding
upon the parties as such. But it is
~enough that the Unitarian is forced
before a strange altar.

Limits preclude -my now offering
more as testimony on the part of the
Unitarian; nor nced I: the Bishop
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places a two-edged sword in the
hand of his opponent, and I now take
up his own opinions and arguments
as they bear against himself in his
opposition to the Bill in question.
‘“ The obnoxious terms are the ex-
press words of the New Testament,
and are retained by the Unitarians in
their translation ; and incredible as
the inconsistency may appear, they
are the very words of their own bap-
tismal office : whatever meaning there-
fore they may be accustomed to attach
to the words in one service, they may
equally retain in the other.”” Not to
dwell upon the diametrically opposed
meaning put by the respective parties
upon the words alluded to, and which
as to the point is every thing ; nor to
ask why Unitarians baptize their chil-
dren in these words of the gospel, if
they are ¢‘ not Christians :* I proceed
to observe that thus in a sacred ce-
remony we see two wholly opposed
doctrines licensed, the one wader an
equivocation, and each doctrine held
by the opposite party to be greatly hos-
tile to Christianity; two adverse mean-
ings ascending before the most High,
from one and the same altar, when
that altar is specially dedicated to the
support of one of them only! I ask if
this can be Christian integrity! if it
partakes of that singleness of heart
which above all things is of so great
price before the Almighty? Here we
see a bishop not only forcing the man
who is “‘not a Christian>® before the
national altar, but absolutely pointing
out to him the adoption of a measure
derogatory to its sanctity, bending
its rights to the acceptance of the
““infidel and heretic,” and licensing
him in his own meaning, when he at
the same time verily believes, that
upon that very meaning, he will be
condemned to perish everlastingly!
I ask if this is humane, is it Chris-
tianity, can it be righteousness? IHav-
ing heretofore taken an opportunity
of expressing my surprise at the doc-
trines which the Bishop adheres to,
and particularly at the vehemence
with which he upholds them; it is
now under no less a degree of sur-
prise that 1 find myself necessitated
to differ from him as to the nature
of Christian integrity. I feel a self-
satisfaction in thus washing my hands
of any willing assent to his L.ordship’s
contrivance upon the present occasion ;
and sheuld it be permanently adopted,

-~
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I trust that were it but for such a li-
censed prevarication alone, that Unita-
rians will ever resist the being brought
before an altar so loosely and repre-
hensibly dedicated to the service of
the Great God.* And how do the
Bishop’s arguments re-act upon him-
selff? We see him a high trustee of
the national religion, an exalted guar-
dian of its altar, forcibly extending
its sanctions to the “¢blasphemer and
God-denying apostate,”” and publicly
advising him that he is at liberty to
put his own ¢ blasphemous” meaning
upon the words of the priest, as he
offers them up to the acceptance of
heaven. Can this be the way to main-
tain the purity and honour of the es-
tablished religion? Can the Bishop
suppose that the causing of the voice
of “* blasphemy” to be raised at the
national altar, is a matter of less
moinent than the permitting of Unita-
rians to marry in their own churches?
Or can he jmagine thatin the coun-
sels of the Supreme; the support af-
forded to the Church by pelf, thus
extorted from the ¢ miscreant and
alien,”” can outweigh so great a pro-
fanation of his altar! And this is *“ or-
thodoxy!” it is sho¢king. The con-
templation of any matter at once so
persecutory, so grossly and mischie-
vously absard, and placed as this is in
a forced connexion with Christianity,
by one so high in its ministerial office,
1s really and truly shocking : nor is it
the less so that such violence should
be suffered by the mewmbers of the
national church to be current in
the land without that free and in-
stant public condemnation and abhor-
rence which the gospel so plainly
dictates. How is peace and good-will
to obtain amongst men, whilst such
uncontrolled outrage is suffered to be
abroad? And looking to the gospel,
what can it be but a high disgrace to
the whole national establishment? As
a Christian Church, there is no Unita-
rian who does not lament to see such
measures resorted to for its support ;
and were they so virulent in their
enmity, as to be little scrupulous
about the means of its overthrow,

* An altar marked by a violation of a
two-fold character, the avowed admission
of the act being no less blameable on the
Score of a right zeal, than its enforce-
ment upon parties contrary to their opi-
on of pious rectitude.
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they could not desire to see any thing
more decidedly adverse to its welfare
and stability.

Looking also at his Lordship’s lan-
guage In a civil point of view, it is
scarcely less objectionable; for what
is it but a gross and most provoking
insult to a very considerable number
of his countrymen, and amongst whem
is a large proportion of respectable
individuals 2  What is it, I would ask,
but a great breach of the laws of cour-
tesy and good breeding, necessarily
to be observed between one gentle-
man and another? Was his Lordship
to break in upon the established rules
of society in a manner equally gross
and violent,. exvcept under -the most
abused name - of religion, that is, ex-
cepting that which ought never to be
expected, he might be looked upon as a
maniac or as an unprincipled defamer,
and probably be called upon to an-
swer for the outrage at the peril of
his life.. And are men in the name of
religion to offer that violence to so-
ciety which In any other case would
be considered as highly dishonourable,
and which would at no hazard be per-
mitted? Is our holy religion to be
made, under the direction of an indi-
vidual appointed to be one of its chief
conservators, such a deadly instru-
ment of strife and malice and hatred ?
Or is Christianity to fall short of that
urbanity which experience, candour,
and common sense and decency, have
shewn to be indispensably necessary
to the concord and welfare of civilized
society ? I am all astonishment, but
free from animosity. Notwithstand-
ing his Lordship allows the Unitarian
no conscience, I freely admit him to
the privilege : notwithstanding his ex-
traordinary virulence against the sect
of which I am one, I disclaim all such
forbidden animosity towards his. As
a Unitarian Christian I reject it with
disdain. 1 lament that any learned
man should risk the character of his
intellect upon the test of such argu-
ments ; 1 lament that in these days,
when knowledge and liberal senti-
ments are so rapidly on the advance,
that one should be found to advocate
such violence and persecution. Yet
his Lordship has “‘ pledged’ himself
to persist ; let him then go on, whilst
I warn him that he i1s amost unhappy
friend to the Church, an admirable
friend to the cause of Unitarianism,

PHILOCHARIS.



( 348 )

A  REVIEW.

¢¢ Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.”—PorE.

Awrr. I.——Sermons by the Rev. T. N.
Toller, &c. |

{Concluded from p. 296.]
i I AVING placed before our read-

‘ers a summary view of the sub-
jects and the contents of Mr. Toller’s
posthumous discourses, we shall now
add a few remarks on their charac-
teristic materials, style, method, sen-
timents and spirit; on their merits
and their blemishes. In executing
this part of our design, we shall oc-
casionally select passages, both from
the Sermons themselves, and from the
Memoir of the deceased preacher.

That he was a man of knowledge
and reflection, every attentive reader
of the volume will he fully sensible.
Mr. Hall says of his friend (Mem. p.
44), *“ He possessed great originality,
not so much, however, in the stamina
of his thoughts, as in the cast of his
imagination.”” This we perhaps may
venture to admit as no incorrect esti-
mate of Mr. Toller’s mental consti-
tution. He appears to have excelled

in the faculty of putting received and

important truths in a new and stri-
king light. But the pictures, or
sketches, which the imagination draws,
are, in the main, combinations, rather
than creations ; and they pre-suppose
intelligence and observation. Mr. T.
surveyed nature and mankind with a
penetrating eye : nor had he a limited
acquaintance with books :

““ The leisure which the retired and
tranquil tenor of his life secured, he em-
ployed in the perusal of the best authors
in our language, which, by coutinually
adding to his mental stores, imparted to
his ministry an ample, an endless variety.
Although he almost invariably preached
from notes composed in short-hand,* his
immediate preparations for the pulpit,
there 18 reason to believe, were neither
long nor laborious.4+ His discourses
were not the painful productions of a
barren mind, straining itself to meet

* In p. 42 of the Memoir, Mr. H. says
of our author, ¢ he invariably delivered
his sermons from notes.”

t See, however, the preacher’s own
representation of the case, in p. 319 of
the Sermous,

the exigencies of the moment ; but, ga-
thered from a rich and cultivated soil,
they were a mere scantling of the abun.
dance which was left behind. He con-
sidered every new accession to the stock
of his ideas, every effort of reflection, as
a preparation for the pulpit, and looked
upon those who are necessitated to af-
ford a portion of periodical instruction
every week, without having accumulated
mental stores, as in much the same situ-
ation with the Israelites who were doom-
ed to produce their tale of bricks without
straw. Preachers of this description
may indeed amass a heap of glittering
aud misplaced ornaments, or beat the
air with the flourishes of a tumid, un-
meaning rhetoric ; but the deficiency of
real matter, of solid information, cannot
fail eventually to consign them to con-
tempt. Whether Mr. Toller was ever a
severe student, or ever was engaged in
a regular and systematic pursuit of the
different branches of Iliterature, or of
science, 1 cannot ascertain ; but that he
was much devoted to reading is matter
of notoriety. - By the incessant aecumu-
lation of fresh materials, he became ¢ a
scribe well instrueted in the mysteries of
the kingdom of God,” and, ¢ like a wise
householder,” was enabled to ¢ bring out
of his treasure things new and old.” ”—
Mem. pp. 11—13,

On the subject of Mr. T.’s prepara-
tions for the pulpit, we make another
extract (34) :

¢ Though he possessed, there is reason
to believe, a competent knowledge of the
Scriptures in their original tongues, from
condescension to his audience, and his
extreme abhorrence of whatever savours
of pedantry, he was yet sparing of criti-
cal remarks, and availed himself less of
the advantages of a liberal education and
of incessant reading, for exact interpre-
tations of the sacred volume, than he
might with unexceptionable propriety
have done.”

These observations we consider as,
on the whole, just and accurate. The
materiels of the discourses before us,
are various, solid and interesting;
such as would particularly suit the
circumstances and the wants of a mis-
cellancous aundience. In these Ser-
mons we have no elaborate, learned
disquisitions, on the one hand; no
superficial and meagre declamations,
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on the other. (riticism and interpre-
tation are more sparingly employed
than we could have wished: yet in
one or two nstances the preacher has
corrected the received Version; and
this in the most nnostentatious man-
per. * R

Mr. Toller’s peculiar cast of imagi-
nation, seems, in general, to have
been under the controul of admirable
good sense and judgment. But his
compositions indicate his originality.
There is something in the style and
manner of his addresses from the pul-
pit, which it has not been our for-
tune to discover in' those of other
writers of sermons, and which, we
think, must be referred, in part, to
his familiar language, and, in part, to
the frequency and usuwal happiness of
his illustrations. Volumes of the
class to which the work under review
belongs, are marked by the variety
which characterized the authors of
them. With few exceptions, however,
they have rather light shades than
broad lines of difference. The di-
versity is seldom very prominent,
We, of course, speak concerring re-
spectable writers in this department.
Of the pulpit discourses with which
we are best acquainted, hardly any
are so impressive in point of style,
as those of Dr. Pawlet, St. John, +
Ogden, Charters of Wilton,] Hugh
Worthington, and Toller of Ketter-
ing.§ We would not be understood

* See p. 88, and 2 Tim. ii. 6, which
Mr. T has rightly and faithfully ren-
deved,

+ The author of ¢ Fourteen Sermons
on Practical Subjects. 1737.” Notices
of this clergyman, and of his works, may
be found in Nichols’ Literary Anecdotes,
&c., Vol. 1. 241, &c. His discourses are
particularly adorned by a most beautiful
and elegant incorporation of scriptural
cxpressions with his own style.

I A clergyman, still living, of the
Scottish Church. For ‘¢ Remarks” on
his Sermons, see an article in The Chris-
twun Miscellany (1792), 52—58. The
critique is signed PaiLoTneon, and has
been attributed to the late Professor
Richardson, of Glasgow. To the ma-
jority of our readers, Charters, probably,
18 less known than Qgden and Hugh
Worthington.

. § The Rev. T. N. "Foller had a rela-
Lion (we believe an uncle) of nearly the
Same name, who was the author of

‘34D

to say, that the productions of these.
authors possess no higher qualities
than what belong to language: far
from it ; though we may safely affirm
that in this view, they are mare con-

spicuously distinguished than in any

other from a large body of valuable
sermons which are before the public.

Of Mr. Toller’s ¢ style of compo-
sition’> his biographer observes that
it ‘‘ was eminently colloquial ; it had
all the careless ease, negligence and
occasional inaceuracy, which might
be looked for in an extemporaneous
address. (Mem. p. 43.) He appears
never to'have turned his attention to
composition as an art.”” This is a
deserved eulogy of his style; a jus¢
description of its most striking effects
as well as features. In reading his
discoursés, we not unfrequently could
imagine that the preacheris conversing
with us, and even speaking to us in-
dividually. 'The first person often
recurs, and not rarely is joined with
the second : simple and idiomatic ex-
pressions are preferred to less intelli-
gible words ; and Mr. Toller, while
he writes, without any affectation,
from the dictates of a well-regulated
understanding and a feeling heart,
sometimes exemplifies, with great
effect, the Horatian maxim,

Dixeris egregie, notum si callida verbum
Reddiderit junctura novam ;—

In the following passage a general
truth is stated more forcibly, as the
consequence of the preacher appear-
ing to describe his own case (Serm.

pp- 27, 28):

€ — in proportion as self is trodden
under foot, so that it is net yours but
you that I seek ; not your applause, mot
your attendance merely, not your mouney,
not your mere external attachment; but
your real growth in scriptural knowledge,
your improvement in evangelical humility
and love, innocence and patience, hea-
venly-mindedness and meetness for hea-
ven ; in proportion as that is the case, [
am e fellow labourer with God,” &c.

Such instances are very frequent.
At other times, this preacher speaks

e —
P

‘¢ Sermons to Tradesmen,”” and of other
excellent discourses, and a Dissenting
minister in the metropolis. We perceive
that Mr. T. N. Toller’s single sermon
upon the Evidences of Christianity was
published in 1797,
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of his audience, -together with him-
self ; as in pp. 115, 116:*

'¢¢ You and I have a mind that may be
compared to the eye of a fly, that sees
just an inch or two around; so our
minds reach just to little more than the
day and hour we are now spending: we
see but little farther forward, and re-
miember but little more backward. But
it is not so with Him [the great Judge].
Yesterday, twenty years ago, a thousand
ages past, are equally and immediately
present to his mind.”

In some of Mr. T.’s sentences the
introduction of a single and apparently
trivial word imparts uncommon life
and interest to his observations.
Thus, when, in pp. 63, 68, he pro-
nounces a certain view of Christian
blessedness to be endearing and de-
lightful, because /¢ adds suct « sweet-
ness to the intercourse of friendship,
and provides such a cordial when
Jriends come to part, the term such,
by its “¢ colloquial,” affectionate fa-
miliarity, communicates to the re-
marks a power which we can more
easily feel than represent. In like
manner, our preacher’s accasional
employment of a few other terms
that are usually limited to conversa-
tion, and seldom find their way into
set compositions, places him before us
‘“ as a man talking with his friends,”
and gives a new reality to his lessons
of love and wisdom, "together with
what perhaps we may be allowed to
call an ind:vidual authority and weight.
With plirases and words of this kind
the reader of these Sermons will al-
most perpetually meet. Nor will he
be insensible to the chastity and terse-
ness of the writer’s style. Mr. Tol-
ler’s clauses are not oppressed by a
superfluity of epithets: it is rarely,
if ever, that he mixes his metaphors :
and, as we have already intimated, he
sometimes exhibits a happy combina-
tion of well-known words, by means
of which they receive an air of ele-
gance, and even of originality. So, in

p. 175,

¢¢ — the friendly soul not only enjoys

the happiuess that immediately centres in
himself, but with a kind of generous and
glorious inconsistency, monopolizes the
happiness of others, makes their plea-
sures embrace his, lays a generous tax

# So in pp. 120, &c.

Review.—~Toller’s Sermons on Farious Subjects.

upon every body’s happiness.to contribute
to his own. ~His heart, instead of heing
SO nmarrow as just to contain himself and
his own felicity, is large enough to con-
tain that of all his friends. And then,
as to usefulness—why, the word has no
meaning to him that has nobody to think
or care about but himself.. Heis a drone
in the hive of society, and a tax wupon
existence. Whereas, a friendly man not
only lives in himself—not only thinks and
labours and contrives in himself—but
thinks and labours and contrives and

- lives in hundreds and thousands besides.

He lives in his family,” through the
whole street, the whole neighbourhood,
the whole town. When he dies, in a
sense the whole town dies, because the
whole town feels the effect of his death.”

-Did we characterize Mr. Toller’s
style by any single epithet, we should
call it -the didactic. In some of his
most successful passages he reminds

us of Paley, with whose volumes he

was, no doubt, intimately acquainted ;
though it is, at the same time, evident
that ‘¢ he had formed himself on no
preceding model,” and was as little
indebted as possible to any contem-
porary author. , ,,

By his biographer we are correctly
told, that ‘‘ the power of illustrating
a subject was his distinguishing fa-
culty :”” we may add, that in the exer-
cise of it he seems to have delighted.
Let a few of the numerous passages
in which he has used it, be submitted
to our readers.

Replying to the question, ‘“ How
can God be almighty, when it is
expressly said that there are some
things he cannot do, that he cannot
lic, . that he cannot do wickedly ?”’
Mr. T. proceeds in the following
strain (pp. 4, 5),

““ Why, you arc to obscrve, this does
not mean that he has not a nefural power
to do wickedly, or lie; but that he has
not a moral power to do so. The holi-
ness of his nature controuls his power,
and prevemts it from doing any thing
wrong. If I see a large sum of money
in a private room that does not belong
to me, and yet leave that money un-
touched, that is no proof that I had not
a natural power to put out my hand and
take 1t; but that I was influenced by
moral principles ; that I would not do it :
s0, though God has a moral power to do
nothing but what is right, yet he has a
natural power to do every thing that can
be done ;—and herein consists his om-
nipotence.’”
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Again, in p. 58+

<< A Christian entering eternity may be
said to go into life, in some such sense
as a cottager, brought up in obscurity,
would be said to go into life, on leaving
his native village to reside in the metro-
polis—the scene of things is so much
more enlarged than before.” * '

One more specimen must suffice :

¢““ With Him [the Supreme Judge]
nothing is great, nothing is little; so
that when we stand befere his bar, he
‘'will have as clear a recollection of all the
words we ever spake, as if we had never
uttered but one in the whole course of
our lives. And (what an amazing and
alarming rise upon the thought!) he can
in a sense communicate his memory to
me; or, in other words, he can so
strengthen the faculties and powers of
my mind, as that I shall have as clear a
recollection: of all the words I ever ut-
tered as he himself has, and. of the
temper with which I uttered them, and
the motive which led me to use them ;
just as a philosopher, who has seen a
thousand stars in the firmament more
than you ever saw, can, by the applica-
tion of his telescope to your ejye, shew
you as many as he himself discerns.”—
Pp. 116, 117. i

The Sermons of Mr. Toller claim
our regard, on the ground of their
arrangement. Method is uniformly
observed ; and, though the subdivi-
sions are more numerous and minute
than we commonly perceive in mo-
dern discourses from the pulpit, read-
ers and hearers will find their memo-
ries to be ‘assisted by this clearness
and regularity of plan, and will admire
the lucid order and natural and easy
transition of the preacher’s thoughts.
IlNlustrations of the property that we
are commending, will have been sup-
plied by the former part of the present
article of Review : one of the happiest
divisions is seen in No. XIII., which
treats of the history of Anerias and
Sapphire. S |

e cannot subscribe to the opinions
delivered by the biographer in the
following passage, pp. 36, &c., where
he says of Mr. Toller,

‘¢ In his public discourses, he was apt
to limit himself too much for time, either
to do full justice to his subject, or to
prolong the impression until it had com-

pletely incorporated itself with the mind
of the hearer: the curtain was let fall at

% Possibly, Mr. T. might have a view
to Virg. Buc, 1. & 20, &, o
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the mowment thé scene wis most interest-
ing, and the current of emotion suddenly
checked and. interrupted, when it was
just rising to its height. The mind is so
constituted, that in order to produce  a
permanent effect, a train of thought,
however interésting, must occupy the at-
tention for a considerable space: the
soul kindles by degrees, and must pass
through successive gradations of feeling
before it reaches the utmost elevation of
sublime and pathetic emotion. Hence it
is that the most powerful speakers, in
every age, have had recowrse to a fre-
quent repetition of the same arguments
and topics, quite useless on any other
account than its tendency to prolong the
impression, and to render it by that means
more durable and intense. Had Mr.
Toller paid more attention to this princi-
ple of our coustitution, I will not say he
would have been a more interesting and
delightful preacher, for it is not easy to
conceive how his sermons could have
been much more impressive than they
frequently were, during their delivery s
but their power over the audicnce would
probably have been more lasting and
motre salutary. The defect which we
have taken the liberty of noticing may
perhaps be ascribed to the habit of writ-
ing his sermons, a practice more favour-
able to accuracy of language and con-
densation of thought than to copiousness
and expansion.”

More favourable, we should rather
have said, to clearness and method
than to needless repetition and a want
of arrangement! If Mr. Toller’s
style of composition was eminently
colloquial, and this although °° he
invariablvy delivered his sermons from
notes, to which he strictly adhered ;”*
if it had all the careless ease, negli«
gence and occasional inaccuracy, which
might be looked for in an extempo-
raneous address, then we may fairly
ask, how could such a practice be, in
the present instance, unfriendly to
‘¢ copiousness and expansion” ? Evi-
dently, the cause of what Mr. H.
terms ‘“ a defect,”” must not be sought
in our preacher’s habit of writing
sermons, but in his sound judgment,
in his deliberate and well-considered
choice. To the arts of rhetoric Mr.
Toller was a perfect stranger. Stu-

“dying and following nature, he knew

that habits of all kinds, and therefore
those of feeling, are to be formed by
moderate yet regular and frequent
acts. Between impression and -con-
viction, between present emotions and
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fixed and lasting principles, he care-
fully distinguished. In our perusal
of his discourses we have never been
sensible of the effect described by the
biographer. The limits within which
Mr. Toller confined himself, prove
his acquaintance with the human
mind : his remarks are the inore vi-
gorous, in consequence of their being
concise ; because any great amplifica-
tion is avoided, they are ¢ like nails
fastened in a sure place.” If to direct
the conscience, and to enlarge the
understanding, be of far higher mo-
ment than merely to awaken the pas-
sions, (Mem. p. 33,) the coursc pur-
sued by - this- preacher was strictly
agreeable to faithfulness and wisdom
and manly taste. The frequent repe-
tition of the same things, In a single
address, may suit extremely well the
school or the lecture-room, but does
not accord with the instruetions of
the pulpit: in these more variety is
required ; these are delivered to a
miscelaneous assembly, and aim ra-
ther at conviction and persuasion than
at explanation or momentary impres-
sion. Condensation of thought and
conciseness of style have character-
ized some of the mnost powerful speak-
ers in évery age, and especially the
orators of ancient Greece. There is
a wide difference, too, between repe-
tition in sueccessive addresses and re-
petitions in the same address: nor
has Mr. Hall discriminated between
these cases. Other excellencies being
equal, those sermons are. the best
whose length is moderate : they are
the fruits of more intense study, on
the part of the preacher; and they
go more closely home to the business
and bosom of the hearer. A decorous
brevity appears to have marked the
addresses of our Lord and his apostles :
and one of the ablest leaders of a
religions body, and most admirable
judges of human nature, who ever
ived—the late Rev. John Wesley—
recommended, by his preeepts and ex-
ample, frequent but not long dis-
courses. To Mr. Toller’s sermons,
we are therefore the meore warml

attached for their freedom from aﬁ
rhetorical embellishments and super-
fluous dilatation of ideas.

The sentiments which these dis-
courses support, in respect of theo-
logical ereeds and eeclesiastieal disci-
pline, constitute a fair subject of our

‘terly incomp
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attention. It would seem that Mr.
Toller’s religious opinions were, to
use his own language concerning a
friend’s [the Rev. Samuel Palmer}
¢ prevailingly evangelical.® Still, no-
thing appears like a human and artifi-
cial system ; nothing of the technical
anGa obtrusive phraseology, in which,
among every denomination, the blind
leaders of the blind take such. great
delight, and which, in almost every
instance where we pereeive it, proves
that those from whom it proceeds are
much better acquainted with current
treatises of divinity than with the ori-
ginal records of revelation. In despite
of all which Mr. H. has stated and
repeated, we are unable to discern
that the preacher subsequently to his
very distressing illness, a few years
before his death, had less of a generaef
manner of enunciating what his bio-
grapher would call the peculiar tenets
of the gospel. The sermons before
us may well be supposed to contain
as much of reputed orthodoxy as
could be discovered in any equal num-
ber of others that Mr. )i‘oller wrote
and delivered. Of the discourses in
this volume the dates are various:
with rare exceptions, they appear to
have been taken promiscuously from
the papers of the author; and some
of them were composed efter that
deep and continued depression of spi-
rits, which is affirmed to have rendered
him more evangelical in judgment, in
expression and in temper. Now we
see no traces of this alleged change.
It is still in scriptural phrases, and
not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, that Mr. T. declares or inti-
mates his religious faith. To Calvin-
1sm he may be considered as making
approaches : we doubt of his having
been a thorough Calvinist. Whether
he were so or not, he shews that he
received his education in a seminary
which was consistently and strictly
Protestant. From such a man we
differ (when we differ) with reluc-
tance; and we are yet more desirous
of imitating his Catholic disposition
than of animadverting on what we
deem bis mistakes. In p. 23, he ex-
claimg, ‘¢ Surely such a Being [the
final Judge] must be a God! God
had need be Judge himself. How ut-
etent are all creatures to
such a business as this!”> Here Mr.
T. virtually argues that our Lord ¢an-
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not -he'¥ -cretture; - nmmuch as he 1
the: firial Judgé: The proper inquiry
then: will' be; What: does the New
Testament assert respeéting his qua.
lification for. that office, and his ap-
pointment to it?> Judgmerit is coms
mitted to him becduse he is the Sen
of Man : and fromi the Supreme Being

he derives all his endowments an

authorisy.* 'This answer should cer-
tainly be decisive. Our preacher would
scafcély have inferred the Deity of
Jesus ‘Christ - from his miracles and
his resurrection ; though the reasoning
cahnot be mere valid in the one case
than in the other; In the present ins
stance, Me. T. solves the rmagmed
dificulty by saying, ° But i him
dwelleth all the falness of the God-
head :” and so say we,; with sacred
reverence and gratitude ; this is the
fact which explains what mrght other<
wisé be imexplitable, Owur auther’s
readers, and edpecially his erthodox
readers, should observe how carefully
he restricts himself to the use of apos-
tolical language, &md in what mea-
sured terms he speaks of our Saviour
ad ‘‘ a God.”” We do not addpt the
preacher’s mtel:pretationnof such pas-
sages : 1t 18 encugh for us to have
shewn that his .constiriction of them
is fdr from being strictly Trinitarian
and evangelical: Probably, his creed,

on thes‘e poitts, resembled‘ Ded-_
dridge’s + and Palmer’s, T and might
be descnbed technically, -either as Sa-
bellian, or as framed on the in-dwell-
ing hy‘pothes-ls Ka# dadta ply )
ré&D T,

It will Kave beeri séen; in some of
the extracts from his Sermons, that
he was a strértious Protéstant "Non-
conforinist. OR topics whicli regard
the rights of cénseiendéé and the st
pretitacy of Chtist, #¢ the head and
Jawgiver of his chui'eh He writes in
the cléarest and str(mgest tetms. DBut
he does not write with thtegﬂess and
asfrerity ¢ hor aré Mg stricturés : per-
sonal: Otith passiges, therefore, as
those te whieh we allude, cin give ito
reasonable offétice " to zmy e!ass of
regders.

The excelleht Spimf Of thbse dls-

* John v, 27 ; Acts xvii. 31; John
xiv. 10. -

1 Lectures, &c., " Part VIL Propos.
exRVEL o

t Life of Watts, Appeind., No. II.

VOL. XIX. 2z

- speak under a strowg
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couries mves}s thein with attidetions
whickit is difficult, if not iwpdssible, to
withstand. Tlfere i§ so much of. holy
zeal, of ministerial ﬁdeht anid afféc-
'tion, of a freedom from selﬁsﬂ régards,

of an elevation of soul to the nobiest;
objects and pursuits, in the contents
of this volume ; se much of simplicity

ke

- and manliness of ¢haracter; of Chriss

tiarni integrity ‘and fortitude, in uniom
withi the tenderest senmbility - that
these qualities of the heart, still ‘more
than the writer’s powers of initelleet
and cast of Tna inatmn ‘ihake him
truly eloquent. The candour and mo-
deratwn Wxth wluch he stdtes Lis owi
views of (,hrlstlamty, are worthy e
all praise. 'Fhere is no compmmlse,
on the one hand: no assumption of
infallibility, not a single harsh, mvidis
ous expression, on the other. M
Toller apﬁeans to have known  with
how much difficulty trath was semes
times fourkd,”” and therefore, °* did
not wonder that many missed it *

Thus, the capital Feeommendations
of his Sermons will be scen in their
strong and practical good sense, their
familiar and impressive style, their
orderty arrangement, and their benes
volent and pure and pious spirit- We
must not dismiss this view of them,
before we have ennsidered more largely
one of the number, of which Mr. Hall .
was a hearer, and of the oecasion,
circamstances and éffect of which he
has given some aceount :

‘“ The text which he” [Mr. Toller]
¢ seleeted” [in predaching before the Half«
yearly Assaciation at Bedfmd Aprik 23,
1795], ¢ was peculiarly solemn and ime
pressive : his discourse was’ founded on
2 Pet. 1. 12—-—15 € Yea, I think it meet
as long as [ am in this tabernacle, to stir
you up, by putting you in remembrance :
knowtng that shorily T must put off this
my tabernacle ; even as our Lord Jesus
Christ hath shetwed me,” &c. The effect
of thig discotrse on the audierice, was
such as 1 have never witnessed before ox
sinee. It was undoubtedly very minh
aided by tlié pecaliar circamstaces of the
speaket, who was judged to be far ade
vanced in a decliné, and wheo scenied (o
impression of Ms
being the last time he should address his
brethren on such an occasion. 'The aspect
of the preacher, pale, emaciated, stand-
ing apparently on the verge of eternity,

e - v el

* };oswen’s Life of Jﬁl‘m&on, (Ehd ed.,)
1V. 81.
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the simplicity and fnajesty of his senti-
ments, the sepulchral solemuity of a voice
which seemed to issue from the shades,
combined with the intrinsic dignity of the
subject, perfectly quelled the audience
with tenderness and terror, and produced
such a scene of audible weeping as was
perhaps never surpassed. All other emo-
tions were absorbed in devotional feeling :
it seemed to us as though we were per-
mitted for a short space to look into
eternity, and every sublunary object va-
nished before ¢the powers of the world
to come.” Yet there was no considerable
exertion, no vehemence displayed by the
speaker, no splendid imagery, no magni-
ficent description : it was the simple do-
mination of truth, of truth indeed of infi-
nite moment, borne in upon the heart by
a mind intensely alive to its reality and
grandeur. Criticism was disarmed ; the
hearer felt himself elevated to a region
which it could not penetrate; all was
powerless submission to the master spirit
of the scene.”—NMem. pp. 16, 17.

Much allowance, we think, must
be made for the circumstances which
the biographer has so finely repre-
sented, and for his own susceptibility
of strong emotions, and his habit of
vivid ang glowing delineation. Yet,
after every deduction of this kind, the
concluding discourse cannot well be
read, as it was not heard, without a
deep and peculiar interest. Its ‘¢ sim-
plicity,” its ‘“ godly sincerity,”” and
its affectionate and personal applica-
tion, render it irresistibly touching
and pathetic. Perhaps it exhibits a
more correct picture than any other
in the volume of the preacher’s spe-
cific character—mental, moral and
religious.

Defects belong to all human com-
positions, and often are allied very
closely to considerable excellencies.
It is thus in the few and trifling ble-
mishes * interspersed throughout Mr.
Toller’s Sermons. The familiarity of
his language may sometimes degene-
rate into quaintness, into expressive,
indeed, yet singular combinations of
terms. Occasionally, the illustrations
may be superfluous and crowded, or
the divisions somewhat too refined and
minute. These things, however, are
but motes in the sun-beams: they
detract in a very small measure from
the superlative merits of the volume.

* ‘¢ velut si
Egregio inspersos. reprendas corpore
nxvos,”’ HoRr,
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A young’ writer of taste will easily
shun what is exceptionable in this
preacher’s style; while he copies after
those valuable qualities of it which
are free from mannerism. Mr. T. was
a proof of the advantages of academi-
cal instruction. We would not dis-
courage the exercise of fancy and
imagination: but we are certainly de-
sirous that addresses from the pulpit
be correct and plain, and recommend-
ed by a vigorous simplicity of lan-
guage. There are those who ‘¢ affect
the flowers of rhetoric, almost before
they understand the parts of speech ;> *
assuredly, before they are acquainted
with the nicely-discriminating shades
of words that appear synonymeus.
Nature is often unknown or deserted,
and vicious models of composition are
extolled. A worthy Oxford tutor once
said to his pupils of the style of some
favourite sermons, ‘“ Boys will imi-
tate it ; and boys will be spoiled by
imitating it.”’+ We flatter ourselves
that the publication of Mr. Toller’s
discourses will contribute to restore a
chaster, better taste in this respect ;
while they subserve the infinitely high-
er purpose of advancing the empire
of ‘ pure religion and undefiled before
God, even the Father !’

N.
. e
Art. II. —— Fast-Indi« Unitarun
» Tracts.

(Continued from p. 301.)

HE title of the last of these
Tracts in our possession—we
class it with Unitarian tracts from its
evident bearing on the Unitarian con-
troversy—is as follows : ¢ The Brah-
munical Magazine ; or, the Mission-
ary and the %}rahmun.. Being a Vin-
dication of the Hindoo Religion against
the Attacks of Christian Missionaries.
By Shivu-Prusad Surma. Second
Edition. Calcutta, August 1823.”
In a ‘‘ Preface to the second edi-
tion,” Shivu-Prusad Surma gives the
history of the controversy between
him and the Missionaries. These
gentlemen published, at Serampore,
‘““ a Bengally weekly newspaper, en-
titled Summacoar Durren.” One
of the numbers contained a letter ex-

® Tatler, No. 244.
+ Blackburne’s Remarks on Johnson’s
Life of Milton, p. 130,



Review.—East-India -Unitarian Tracts.

pressing certain doubts with regard to

"the ““ Shastrus,)”’ ‘“ to which the writer
invited an answer through the samne
channel.” Shivu-Prusad Surma ac-
cordingly sent a reply in the Bengally
language, but the Missionary Editors
refused its insertion; upon which he
formed the resolution of publishing
-the whole controversy with an English
translation in a work of his own, to
be called ‘¢ The Brahmunical Ma-
gazine.” The reprint of the English
translation is the pamphlet before us,
which contains all that was written on
both sides. |

In the first No. of his Magazine,
the ‘author replied to the arguments
of the newspaper against the Shastrus,
or immediate explanations of the
Veds, the original Hindoo sacred
books; and in the second No. an-
swered the objections against the
Poorans or Tuntrus, or Historical
Tllustrations of the Hindoo Mytho-
Jogy. " The Missionaries replied in
.their periodical work, ¢ The Friend
-of-India,”” No. 38. QOwur author made
a rejoinder,  constituting the third
Number of his Magazine. Of this,
the Missionaries took no notice. “To
my great surprise and disappointment
(says Shivu-Prusad Surma) the Chris-
tian Missionaries, after having pro-
voked the discussion, suddenly aban-
doned it; and the third Number of
my Magazine has remained unan-
swered for nearly two years. During
-that long period the Hindoo commu-
‘nity, to whom that work was particu-
larly addressed, and therefore printed
both in Bengallee * and English, have
made up their minds that the argu-
ments of the Brahmunical Magasine
are unanswerable.”

To whatever cause this capricious
conduct of the Missionaries is owing,
.1t has been an occasion of triumph to
their Hindoo opponents. The present
writer concludes his preface with an
air of satisfaction, both as to himself
and his religion :

“ It is well known to the whole world,
that no people on earth are more tole-
rant than the Hindoos, who believe all
men to be equally within the reach of

* An uniform orthography in Anglo-
"Hindoo words is much to be desired.
We have seen in our day several modes
of writing the most common of them,

‘other writings.
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Divine beneficence, which embraces the
good ‘of every religious sect and denomi-
nation ; therefore it cannot be imagined
that my object in publishing this Maga-
zine was to oppose Christianity; but I
was influenced by the conviction that
persons who travel to a distant country
for the purpose of overturning the opi-
nions of its inhabitants and introducing
their own, ought to be prepared to de-
monstrate that the latter are more rea.
sonable than the former.

‘“ In conclusion, I beg to ask every
candid and reflecting reader, Whether a
man be placed on an imperial throne or
sit in the dust—whether he be lord of
the whole known world, or destitute of
even a hut, the commander of millions, or
without a single follower—whether he
be intimately acquainted with all human
learning, or ignorant of letters—whether
he be ruddy and handsome, or dark and
deformed ; yet, if while he declares that
God is not man, he again professes to
believe in a God-Man or Man-God, under
whatever sophistry the idea may be shel-
tered, can such a person have a just
claim to enjoy respect in the intellectual
world ? And doees he not expose himnself
to censure, should he, at the same time,
ascribe unreasonableness to others ?”—
Pref. to 2d edit. pp. 2, 3.

We have always given the Mis-
sionaries in India credit for pure
Christian motives, and we are ready
to applaud their valuable labours in
the translation of the Scriptures: but
we apprehend that they have been
from the beginning completely mis-
taken with regard to the intellectual
state of the Hindoos. They have a
very different work to accomplish in
Hindoostan from that of their bre-
thren in the South Sea Islands. They
have no barbarians to astonish by
their science or mechanical arts, or to
allure to a new religion, by setting it
off with all the attractions of the ad-
vantages and comforts belonging to
civilization. The Hindoo Brahmin
boasts of his learning, and considers
himself more refined than his Euro-
pean masters. He is a metaphysician
tfrom the cradle. He has his sacred
books, far more numerous than those
of the Christians, and pretending, at
least, to a higher antiquity than any
His habits are tem-
perance itself, and these form him to
endurance, while the institution of
caste makes him almost inaccessible
to religious temptation, and ensures,
according to human calculations, his
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continyange in the ceremonijal part of
the religion of his faghers. With such
a man the Trinitarian Missionary com-
bats on unequal terms. The Brahmin
has already the mysteries which such
a proselytist offers to his aeceptance,
and every argument which is proposed
against Hindoo polytheism 1s quick-
1y retorted against the doctrive of a
plurality of persons in the Godhead.
Trinitarian Christianity canpot, there-
fore, in ouyr opinion, make any way
amongst the Hindoo population of
India. The course which Rammohun
Roy has taken, is probably the track
in which the Hindoos will proceed
towards reformation. Their more an-
cient sacred writings may be proved
to contain a system of pure theism.
Idolatry is a corruption of the first
doctrine and worship. Let this be
admitted, and Christianity, in its sim-
plicity and purity, may be grafted
upon the original monotheistical stock.
The civil ceremonial of Hindooism
mnay still be preserved for a time, but
it may be expected that it will ulti-
mately melt away under the influence
of the warm, social benevolence of
the gospel.

The Brahmin before us complains
of the rude and insolent manner in
which the Missionaries have attacked
the Hindoo religion :

% We have been subjected to such in-
sults for about nine centuries, and the
cause of such degradation has been our
excess in civilization and abstinence from
the slaughter even of animals, as well as
as our division into castes, which has
been the source of want of unity among
us.”—Pref. to 1st edit. p. 2.

- While the Brahmin deprecates
‘¢ abuse and insualt,”” he invites the
Missionaries to try their strength at
ool argument :

‘¢ In consideration of the small huts in
which Brahmuns of learning generally
reside, aund the simple food, such as
vegetables, &c., which they are aecus-
tomed to eat, and the poverty which
obliges them to live upon charity, the
Missiopary gentlemen may not, I hope,
abstain from controversy from contempt
of them ; for truth and true religion do
not always beloug to . wealth and power,
high names, or lofty palaces.”—Id. p. 3.

~ Shivu-Prysad Sprma is quite at
home in metaphysics. He talks very

wych like a disgiple of Berkley. But
Le goes beyond our depth, and there-
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fore we shall not attempt to follow
him in his optology, any more than in
his ethi¢s, which -pgssess a strang
tincture of stoicism. We haye. to do
only with his theology, and with this
no farther than it is matter of centro-
versy between him sud the Missiona-
ries.

In corroboratjon of what we have
said on Hindoo theism, the Brahmin
observes, (p. 17,) that the cornmenta-
tors, in their interpretation of the Ved,
though they differ fromm each other on
subordinate subjeets, yet all agree in
ascribing to God neither form nor
flesh, nerther birth nor death ; and he
shews (pp. 21, &c.), that though the
sacred books apply sensible forms and
qualities to the Deity, they explain
that this is done with 3 view to the
benefit of persons of weak minds.

The following account of the holy
books of the Hindoos is interesting :

“ But it is particularly to be noticed,
that there is no end of the Tuntrus.
In the same manner the Muhapoorans,
Poorans, Oeoppoorans, Ramayuna, &c,,
are very numerous: on this account an
excellent rule from the first bas been
this, that those Poorans and Tuntrus
which have commentaries, and those
parts which have been quoted by the
acknowledged expounders, are received
for evidence ; otherwise a sentence quo-
ted on the mere authority of the Poorans
and Tuantrus is not considered evidence.
Those numerous Poarans and 'Tuntrus
whieh have ne commentary and are not
quoted hy any established expounder,
miay probably be of recent compesition.
Some Poorans and Tuntrus are received
in one province ; the natives of other
provinces consider them spurious: or ra-
ther, what some people in a province
acknowiedge, others considering it to be
only recent, do not receive; therefore
those Poorans and Tuntrus ounly which
have been commented upon or quoted by
respectable authors are te be regarded.
A commonly-received rule for ascertain-
ing the authority of any boek is this,
that whatever boak oppeses the Ved, is
destitute of authority. ¢ All Smrities
which are contrary to the Ved, and all
Atheistical works, are net conducive to
future happness ; they dwell in dark-
ness.” Munoo. But the Missionary gen-
tlemen seldom ¢ranslate into English the
Qopunishuds, the ancient Smrities, the
"Tuntrus, quoted by respectable aythors,
and which have heen always regarded.
But having translated those works which
‘are opppsed to the Veds, which are not
quoted by apy respuctable author, and
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which have pever been regarded as au-
thority, they. always reprgsent the Hindao
religion as very base.”—Pp. 21, 22.

In the passage mext to be quoted,
the reader will find a striking instance
of the retort theological, of which we
have spoken :

““ With a view to prove the errors of
the Poorans and Tuntrus, you say, that
the Poorans represent God as possessed
of various names and forms, as pos-
sessed of a wife and children, and as
subject to the senses and to the dis-
charge of bedily functions; from which
it follows that there are many gods, that
they are subject to sensual pleasure, and
that the omnipresence of God cannot be
maintained. I therefore humbly ask the
Missionary gentlemen, whether or not
they call Jesus Christ, who is possessed
of the human form, ‘and also. the Holy
Ghost, who is possessed of the dove
shape, —the very God? And whether
they do not consider that Jesus Churist,
the very God, received impressions by
the external organs, eyes, &c., and ope-
rated by mecans of the active organs,
hands, &ec.? And whether or not they
consider him as subject to all the human
passions ? Was he angry or not? Was
his mind afflicted or not? Did he ex-
perience any suffering or pain? And did
bhe not eat and drink? Did he not live
a long time with his own mother, bro-
thers and relations? Was he not born,
and did he net die? And did not the
Holy Ghost, who is the very God, in the
form of a dove, remove from one place
to another ? ——-— {f they acknowledge
all this, then they cannot find fault W1th
the Poorauns, alleging that in them the
names and the forms of God are es-
tablished, and that aeccording to them
God must be considered as subject to the
senses, and as possessing senses and
organs ; and that God must be considered
as having a wife and child, and as not
possessed of omnipresence on account of
his having a form. Because all these
errors, viz., the plurality of gods, their
semual indulgence and their locality, are
applicable to themselves in a complete
degree. To say that every thing, how-
ever contrary to the laws of nature, is
possible with God, will equally afford a
pretence to Missienaries and Hindoos in
support of their respective incarnatious.
The aged Vyas has spoken truth in the
Muahabharut : ¢ O king! a person sces
the faults of another although they are
like the grains of mustard seed ; but al-
though hiy own faults are big as the
Bel fruit, loohmg at them he cannot
perceive them.” Moreover, the Poorans
say that the names, forms and sensual
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indulgence of God which we have men-
tioned, are ﬁcumous ;-and we have so
spoken with a view to engage the miads
of persons of weak understanding ; but
the Missionary gentlemen say that the
account which is given in the Bible of
the names, forms and sensual indulgence
of God is real. Therefone the plurahty»
of gods, their locahty and subjection to

sensual indulgence, are faults to be foung -
in a real sense, only in the system of the
Missionary gent]emen Secondly, the
Hindoo Poorans and Tuntrus, in which
the fictitious account is given, are subs
ordinate to the Ved, but are not the
very Ved itself: when they disagree with
the Ved their authority is not regarded
¢ When thie Ved and the Poorans dls-
agree, the Ved must be regarded ; pious
men will always explain the Pooran

&c., in agreement with what the Ved
deelares :* Quotation by the Smartta.—
But the Missionary gentlemen consider
the Bible as their Ved, and in explaining
it have in this manner dishonoured God
in a real sense. A real error therefore,
and ap excess of error is discovered in
their own system.”—Pp. 2224,

Not contented with answering ob-
%tmns Shivu-Prusad Surma takes
is turn to ask questions. He says
of the Missionaries, ¢ They eall Jesus
Christ the Sen of God and the very
God,” and then demands, “ How can
the Son be the very PFather?” 'The
Missionaries reply,  that the Bible
no where says that the Son is the

Father.” The Brahmin answers,

¢ Christian teachers profess that God
is one, and that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God, and the very Gad. Hence I
naturally concluded, that they believe the
Son to be the Father and consequently
questioned the 1easonableness of such a
doctrine. For when a person affirms
that such a one, say James, is one, and
that John is his son, and again says that
John is actually James, we should na-
turally conclude that he means that John
the son is James the father, and be at
liberty to ask, how can John the son be
James the father? Buat as the Editor, a
leading minister of that religion, declares
that ¢ the Bible no where says that the
Son is the Father, but says that the Son
is cqual to the Father in nature and
essence,” and ¢ distinct in person,’ &c.,
and 1ccommendb me to reflect on man-
kind, of whom ¢ every son who has not
the same human hature with his father,
must be a monster ;” it would be tao
much boldness on my part to give pre-
fereuce tg my apprehension of the mean-
ing of tl3e Bible over that of the Editor.
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T would therefore have admitted (as sug-
gested by the Editor) that the Son of
God is God, on the analogy and in the
sense that the son of a man is a man,
had I not been compelled by his very
suggestion to reject entirely his other
still more important assertion, that is,
the coeval existence of the son with the
father. For, the belief of the nature of
the son of man being the same as that of
the father, though it justifies the idea of
the Sou of God being God, is utterly
repugnant to the possibility of the son
being coeval with his father. It is evi.
dent, that if a son of man be supposed
coeval with his father, he must be con-
sidered something more extraordinary
than a monster !”"—P, 28,

Is it not somewhat humbling to
see a Heathen lamenting with so much
reason the blindness of the Christian

world, as in the following passage !

¢ Christians may, perhaps, consider
the "Trinity as perceptible by them
through the force of early instructions,
in the same manner as the followers of
the Tuntru doctrines among Hindoos in
Bengal consider God as cousisting of five
distinct persons, and yet as one God;
and as the gcnerality of modern Hindoos
esteem numerous incarnations under one
Godhead almost as an experienced fact
from their early habits. - How can Chris-
tians who in general justly pride them-
selves on their cultivated understanding,
admit such an analogy or justify any one
in 1misleading others with such sophis-
tries? 'The only excuse which I feel
inclined to make for them, and perhaps
a true one is, that the enlightened
amongst them, like several of the Greek
and Roman philosophers, yield, through

policy, to the vulgar opinious, though

fully sensible of the unjustifiableness of
them. [ am, however, sorry to observe,
that the minds of a great number of
Christians are so biassed in favour of the
doctrine of the Trinity from the strong
impression made on them by education in
their youth, that they can readily defy
the suggestious of the senses, reason and
experience, in opposition to this doctrine.
'T'hey accuse Brahmunical priests of hav-
ing an unjust ascendancy over their
pupils, while they forget how greatly
Christians are influenced by their minis-
ters so as to overlook the error of such
an analogy as the above, and others of a
similar nature.,”— Pp. 32, 33.

We wonder not at the silence of
the Missionaries before the questions
which we are about to give. Speak-
ing of their doctrine of the incarnation
of the Son, the Brahmin asks,
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“ Is this the doctrine which the
Editor ascribes to God? And can any
book, which contains an idea that defies
the use of the senses, be considered wor-
thy to be ascribed to that Being who has
endued the human race with senses and
understanding for their use and guid-
ance ? As long as men have the use of
their senses and faculties (unless sunk in
early prejudices) they never can be ex-
pected to be deluded by any circumlocu-
tions founded upon circumstances not’
only beyond understanding but also con-
trary to experience and to the evidence of
the senses. God the Son is declared by
the Editor to have laid aside his glory
for a season, and to have prayed his
Father to give him the same glory, and
also to have taken the form of @ servant.
Is it consistent with the nature of the
immutable God to lay aside any part of
his condition and fo pray for it again?
Is it counformable to the nature of tke
Supreme Ruler of the universe to take the
Jorm of a servant though only for a
season ? Is this the true idea of God
which the Editor maintains ? Even ido-
laters among Hindoos have more plausi-
ble excuses for their polytheism. 1 shall
be obliged if the Editor can shew that
the polytheistical doctrines maintained
by Hindoos are, in any degree, more
unreasonable than his own : if not, he
will not, I trust, endeavour in future to
introduce among them one set of poly-
theistical sentiments as a substitute for
another set; botk of them being equally
and solely protected by the shield of mys-
lery. _ |
‘¢ The Editor acknowledges the fact of
God’s appearing in the shape of a dove
to testify the appointment of God the
Son ; stating, that ¢ when God renders
himself visible to man, it must be by
appearing in some form.” But I wonder
how after such an acknowledgment the
Editor can ridicule the idea of God’s ap-
pearing in the shape of a fish or cow,
which is entertained by the Pooranic
Hindoos ! 1Is not a fish as innocent as a
dove? Is not a cow more useful than a
pigeon ”—Pp. 34, 35. \

In another place, we have a close
argument against Trinitarianism, con-
cluded with a reflection not very flat-
tering to Europeans :

‘“ Moreover, the Editor says that ¢ The
Father, Son and Holy Ghost are also
described in Scripture, as equally giving
grace and peace to man ; as pardoning
sin and leading men in the paths of
righteousness ; which things omniscience,
omnipotence, infinite love and mercy can
alone perform.” 1 do not know any po-
lytheistical system more clear than this
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description of the Editor, as declaring
three Beings equally owmniscient, omni-
potent, and possessed of infinite mercy.
1, however, beg to ask, whether the
omnipotence, omuiscience, and infinite
mercy of one person is sufficient or not
to arrange the universal system and pre-
serve its harmony ? If so, an admission
of the omnipotence and omniscience of
the second and the third is superfluous
and absurd ; but if not suflicient, why
should we stop at the number three, and
not carry on the numeration until the
number of omnipotent beings becomes at
least equal to that of the heavenly bo-
dies, ascribing to each the management
of every globe? From the skil which
Europeans generally display in conducting
political affairs and effecting mechanical
inventions, foreigners very often conclude
that their religious doctrines would be
e¢qually reasonable ; but as soon as any
one of them is made acquainted with
such doctrines as are professed by the
Editor and by a great number of his
countrymen, he will firmly believe that
religious truth has no. connexion with
political success.”—P. 37. |

Shivu-Prusad Surma maintains to

the last his consciousness of superio-
rity. Were his a proselyting religion,
we might expect him to take the lead
in forming a Hindoo Missionary So-
ciety for the conversion of the be-
nighted Christians (as the orthodox
Hindoos, no doubt, call us) ; and it is
a curious question, how the Hindoo
Missionaries would be received in En-
gland? Should we hear them with
the same temperate feelings with
which the Hindoos in general listen
to English Missionaries in their own
country ?  Or should we cry blas-
phemy, call in the constable, and con-
sign the ‘¢ miscreants” * to the hope-
ful instruction of a gaoler?
. The Brahmin concludes with taking
notice of a passage of the Missionaries
relating to the intellectual and moral
state of the Hindoos, and with read-
ing a lecture to Englishmen and Mis-
sionaries on spiritual pride and into-
lerance. We fear that they who have
refused to learn the lessons of humi-
lity and charity from their own ac-
knowledged Divine Teacher, will not
submit to receive them from a Hea-
then.

““ The Editor expresses his joy at
¢ perceiving that the natives have begun

* Works of Bishop Burgess, passim.

to arouse themselves.from that state of -
morbid apathy and insensibility, which is
a certain symptom of moral death and
of universal corruption of manners,” &c.
I cannot help feeling compassion for his
total want of knowledge of the literary
employment and domestic conduct of the
native community at large, notwithstand-
ing his long residence in India. During
only a few years past, hundreds of works
on different subjects, such as theology,
law, logic, grammar and astronomy, have
been written by the natives of Bengal
alone. I do not wonder that they have
not reached the knowledge of the Editor,
who, in common with almost all his col-
leagues, has shut his eyes against any
thing that might do the smallest credit
to the natives. As to the ¢ moral death,’
ascribed to them by the Editor; T might
easily draw a comparison. between the
domestic conduct of the natives and. that
of the inhabitauts of Europe, to shew
where the grossest deficiency lies; but
as such a dispute is entirely foreign to the
present controversy, I restrain myself
from so disagreeable a subject, under the
apprehension that it might excite general
displeasure. | |

€¢ As to the abusive terms made use of
by the Editor, such as, ¢ Father of lies
alone, to whom it (Hindooism) evidently
owes its origin ;’ ¢ impure fables of his
false gods;’ ¢ pretended gods of Hin-
doos,” &c.; common decency prevents
me from making use of similar terms in
return. We must recollect. that we have
engaged in solemn religious controversy,
and not in retorting abuse against each
other.”—Pp. 40, 41.

— )

Arrt. II1.—The Law of Christ Findi-
cated from certain False Glosses of
the Rev. Edward Irving, contained
in his Argument on Judgment to
come. By William Burns. 8vo.

pp. 94. Hunter. 1824.

WHATEVER may be thought of
Mr. Irving as a preacher or
reasoner, his wunrivalled popularity
confers importance wupon his dis-
courses, and makes it desirable that
they who think him in the wrong on
any capital points should point out
his errors. Mr. Burns is persuaded
that he misrepresents ‘“ the law of
Chrnist,”’ and with fearlessness, but
without ill temper, points out his
¢ false glosses.” e begins with ex-
posing the folly of that reverence of
‘“ the olden time,” (this sickly phrase
is not ours; it 13 borrowed by this
writer from Mr. Irving, who borrowed
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“it, we presume, from the Lady’s Ma-
gazine,) which is the boast of the
Caledonian orator. The early Re-
formers, according to Mr. Burns, were
in the Jewish rather than the Chris:
tian state. 'The misrepresentations of
Christ’s law which.Mr. Burns charges
upon Mr. Irviig, are, that it is not
literally practicable ; that it i§ inex-
orable In its ultimrate judgment ; that
being broken, justice requires satis-
faction and that this has been given
by Christ, and that it is not fulfilled
by acts of beneficence. The Argu-
ment for Judgment and the Sermon
on the Mount are then put in contrast
in parallel columns. On the subject
of the Fall, too, Mr. Burns arraigns
Mr. Irving of servile siibmission to
the authority of the elders: and he
concludes with some strictures upon
the orator’s description- of the state
after death and his picture of the
joys of Heaven, which his Censor pro-
nounces to be very Mahometan.

This writer is one of the very few
who think for themselves: he sub-
sciibes to no system. It is too much
to hope that Mr. Irving or his ad-
mirers will profit by his strictures ;
but there are some readers to whom
the pamphlet will be acceptable and
useful. -

We can give only one short speci-
men : the passage relates to the third
part of Mr. Irving’s Argument, viz.,
the provision made for reconciling the
justice and mercy of God in his treat-
ment of mankind.

““ But I know very well what you
would be at. You want to conjure down
that phantom of your own raising, (so far
as your argument supports it,) the terri-
ble and bloody law ; the idexorable jus-
tice of an irnplacable tyrant; and to
make us believe, that Christ accomplished
this by obeying the behests of your law,
and suffering the penalties inflicted by
suck justice, id our behalf. When once
you have brought the mind into such
bondage, something like your remedy
may be needful to deliver it again ; but
denying as T do your doctrine of law dnd
justree, 1 need mot trouble myself about
the metaphysical jargon and artificial
feeling, by which you deliver men from
this Egyptian darkness of your own mak-
ing, And think not, my dear Sir, to
twit me, as is customary on such occa-
siens, with want of respect for our blessed
Lord and his sacrifice, as it is called ;
confining the idea to this point, ¢ I know

Review.— Devotional Exercises for the Use of Young Persons.

in whom I have believed,” I am perféctly
indifferent to-the cry of € Lo! hereé is
Christ, or lo! there;’ as if he was only
to be found under a consecrated wafer of
bread, or under certain forms of speech
and scholastic categories, comsecraied in
the ages of barbarism, and called ortho-
doxy.”—Pp. 24, 25. |

Arr. IV.—Devotional Exercises, con-
sisting of Reflections and Prayers
Jor the Use of Young Persons ; to
which is added, 4 Treatise on the
Lord's Supper. By a Lady. Nor-
wich printed. Sold in London by
Hunter. 3s. 64. | |
A/ E feel much concern and some

compunction. that an earlier
notice has not been taken of this
elegant little manual ; which is under-
stood to be thie prodaction of a young
niember of one of the mhost nume:
rous and public-spirited families con-
nected with our body¥ and we are
happy to know that this is by no
means_ the only pledge which we pos=
sess, that it will maintain its eminence
in the coming generation. We aré
persuaded that the excellent author
of the ¢ Devotional Exercises,” which
have so long contributed to the main-
tenance of practical religion among
our youth of both sexes, must have

felt; inh common with many ethers, a

pleasihg gtatification on the pérusal

of this by no means unsuccessful imi-

tation of his own besautiful model.

And if it should have any effect. in

stimulating him to bring forth out of

his treasures his long-promised second

volume, we are sure that many a
arent, and eventually many a child,

will feel this circumstance as an ad-

ditional obligation. The ¢ Three

Weeks’ Exercises’” will be eonsidered,

we doubt not, as thutnally supporting

and strengthening one &hother.

The volume before us is formed, as
we have said, on the model of Mr.
Wellbeloved. 'The subjeets are such
as have most foreibly struck the anthor
herself ih the course of her religious
meditations. ‘< Being ye$ young,” she
says, ‘1 have a vivid remembranee of
the ideas and feelifigs on devotional
subjects which, in early youth, I found
to be most impressive, and to excite
the most powerful emotions; and
which are by no means the same
ideas and feelings which produce these
effécts at a more advanced age. Pos-
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sessing these remembrances, I must
believe that the young are best fitted
to write for the-young, in most cases
where the feelings and the affections
are concerned ; and, therefore, 1-have
written down the thoughts which used
to present themselves in a natural
train of reflection, and "the prayers
which I have been accustomed to form,
under the guidance of able teachers,
for my own use.” ‘The subjects are,
the Duties of the Christian Sabbath,
Habitual Devotion, Benevolence, the
Characters of Peter, John and Paul,
the Government of the Temper, Death,
Humility, Self-government, the Good-
ness of God, Charitable - Judgment,
Love and reverential Obedience due
to the Lord Jesus, the Happiness of
a Future State, the Uncertainty of
Worldly Enjoyments, the Value  of
Time. The prayers are excellently
adapted to each subject, ‘@and on the
whole composed with great simpli-
city : though we think there are a few
expressions that might be altered for
the better. -

The Treatise on the Lord’s Supper
is well worthy of the attention not
only of the young, but also of those of
more advanced age, who have hitherto
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excused themsetves from joining their
fellow-.christians in its observance. It
represents the simplicity of the object
of - the ordinance, as a memorial of
Christ, and the obligation on all pro-
fessing Christians to attend upon it ;
replies to most -of the usual objec-
tions and excuses; points out its
beneficial tendency in uniting the so-
cial with the religious feelings; and,
lastly, states the views and feelings
with which its attendance should be
accompanied. The whole argument
is conducted with great judgment ;
and we trust that it will have the
effeet of drawing a great number both
of her older as well as young readers
to goim the: * litole flock,” to whom,
in ‘too many of our congregations,
this pleasing and impressive rite has
kithetto been confined.

In -conclusion, may we beg to sug-
gest that 't‘hblig‘il‘ these elegant little
volumes (we ‘allude to both publica-
tions) are well suited to the more
epulent-<classes, yet there are many
parents who would find it convenient
that their families might have access
to them in a cheaper form.

*

Y N
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POETRY.

*

MORNING.

L Y

"Trembling in the gold of day
Every leaf and dew-drop glows ;
And the flowers that stumbering lay
Waken from their dim repose,
Diamond-dropping, pure and fafr,
Breathing forth their fragrant prayer.

Lo, the lark with early wing
Climbs, in music-climbs the sky :
- Hark, with songs the woodlands ting,
“And the ait is ‘melody !
Morning wakes, with touch of fire,
This bright world’s Memnonian lyre.

All is incense, all is praise,
Earth is peace and heaven is love,

While creation’s l\u

ndred lays

Float in one rich hymn above ;

Nature’s high cathedral rings,

VOL. X1X.

While her choir ;)2(3 anthem sings :
3 A
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1824,

Poetry~—Napoleon.

Light and Life, and Lord of all,
Thine is each resplendent world
From this green and sun-lit ball,
To the stars through ether hurl’d.
Hear us, Thou on whom we call,
Light and Life, and Lord of all !

Kingdom, glory, power are thine,
od of all, in earth or heaven!
Flowers that glow, and suns that shme,
Thou didst form, and thou hast given.
Hear and bless us when we call,
Light and Life, and Lord of all ! i

Such the hymn by nature rais’d—
'Oh, can man be mute the while ?

Can the Maker pass unprais’d,
When such works around him smile ?
Child of heaven! go forth and bow,

With its light upon thy brow

Pray that thus the morn of bliss
reak at length on thine and thee ;
Pray that through a life like this
God vouchsafe thy light to be :
Seek his grace, and own his power,

In that pure and golden hour. 5

.

NAPOLEON.

(From the Morning Chronicle.)

He, at whose bidding countless treasures rolled,
At whose high mandate empires were control]ed
He, by whose rapid glance and fatal breath
Embattled millions crowded on to death ;

On whose least nod the fate of nations hung ;
Whom orators have praised, and poets sung ;
At whose command the arc triumphal shone,
The brazen column and the gilded dome ;

Who o’er the mountains hung in air his road
Who looked, who spoke, and was believed a god
Where is he now? On what new field of war
Drives the victorious Emperor King his car 2
Exiled his throne—a captive to his foe—

E’en death denies the wretch a glorious blow ;
On shores remote—the stone without a name,
Marks the last refuge of this child of fame.
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OBITUARY.

1823. Nov. 21, at Long Branch, New
Jersey, the residence of his son-in-law,
Mr. William Renshaw, late of Philadel-
phia, the Rev. WiLL1aAM CHRISTIE, in the
74th year of his age.*

- Few men have possessed the talent of
expressing themselves with greater clear-
ness and strength of language than Mr.
Christie ; and what was not a little re-
markable, his memory did not appear to
be impaired in his latter years. It was
faithful, even as regarded the most mi-
nute particulars. No man could be more
inflexible in his adherence to what he
deemed the cause of truth, and to the
principles of integrity, as applicable to
the duties of social life. It was much to
be lamented, that his habits were so
much those of a recluse! but it was
easily to be perceived by those who knew
him, that he was by no means wanting
in many of the best qualities of the heart.
His manners, by their peculiarity, seemed
to unfit him for social intercourse ; and
he appeared to desire privacy rather than
a free commerce with society ; yet when
engaged in conversation, it was at ouce
pleasant and improving to listen to him,

A Christian from principle and convic-
tlon, he was in the habit of acknowledg-
ing God in all his ways, and of referring
all his concerns to the Divine disposal ;
thus, notwithstanding many severe tnals

and reverses, he always maintained that

the ways of heaven were just and wise
and good His strength, for a conside-
rable time, had been declining, but his
last illness was only of two days’ con-
tinuance ; during which he was often
heard to speak in the most grateful terms
of the kindness of his relatives, aud to
implore on them, and on their young
family, the choicest blessings of the Fa-
ther of mercies. He might, therefore,
be said to bave died in the exercise of
benevolent feelings, and in the expression
of devotional language; a suitable preépa-
ration for the society of the just made
perfect, and the regions of peace and
love. .
. J. T.

1824. April 24, at his house, Penton-
ville, Mv. Jonn l‘ULLER, aged 73. He
was a native of Kent, and at an early
age was seriously lmplessed with the
importance of religion. He was brought
up in the profession of Calvinism, and

* A Memoir of Mr. Christie was given
in Moa. Repos. Vol. VL. pp. 193~201.

while an apprentice at -Seven-Oaks, in
Kent, became a member of a Calvinist
Baptist Church in that town. He was
then, however, of a very independent
mind, and thought it his duty, on all
1ehg10ua subjects, to judge for himself.
The study of-the Scriptures was his de-
light. ‘The statutes of the Lord were the
men of his counsel. Soon after he had
joined that church, the minister * preach-
ed a sermon in defence of the doctrine of
the Trinity : our friend, net having. stu-
died the subject, heard bim with grea

attention, and in his Bible doubled down
every passage he referred to in its sup-
port, which he afterwards carefully exa-
mined and compared with other passages
of Scripture: this not affording him sa-
tisfaction, he obtamed leave of hxs as-
ter one evemng in the week to pay Mr.
Bligh a visit, with the view of conversing
with him on the subject, but he soon
found that,. upon that subject, he was
not a very agreeable visitor. Amongst
other arguments in proof of the doctrine,
Mr. B. urged the  plural form of the
Hebrew word Elohim, which in our Bibles
is rendered God, as a proof that there
was a Zrinity of persons in the Godhead,
and that that term was distinctly and se-
parately applied to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit, as well as to the Father; to
which our friend replied, that if that
were the meaning of the word; as applied
to each, it would necessarily follow that
instead of ¢hree there would be nine per-
sous in the Godhead. Mr. Bligh soon
became impatient aud very angry that
his judgment should be called in ques-
tion, and severely rebuked . him, telling
him that it did not become such a young
man as he was to pry into mysteries
which he could not comprehend, and that
he ought to submit to the instructions
of his pastor, who must be supposed to
understand those things better than he
could be supposed to understand them,
and warning him of the danger of such
speculations leading him into damnable
and destructive heresies; to which. he
replied, that he considered religion a
personal concern, which required him to
exercise his own understanding and judg-
ment, and to follow the conviction of
his own mind, and that he himself .must
be accountable for his own actions at the
day of judgment, and not another. The
consequence of this conversation was a
violent attack upon him and his senti-

bty —

Bligh.

* A Mr.
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ments in a sermon on the following Sun-
day. . ,
{Vith respect to himself, it led to a
farther examination of the Calvinistical
doctrines, which terminated in a com-
plete remunciation of them, as being un-
scriptural and unreasonable, |
Soon after the expiration of his ap-
prenticeship he left Seven.QOaks, and was
'$ome time as Croydon, where he was an
active and useful memmber of a ecoagre-
gation. About that time he married
Rachel, the daughter of Mr. Prince, of
Abingdon, in Berkshire : she was a most
pious awd amiable woman, who entered
into all his views respecting religious
truth. They lived many years together as
heirs of the grace of life. She has been
dead about fourvteen years. About ten
years since he lost a most dutiful and af-
fectionate son, who left a young widow
and several children ; these were taken
under the care and protection of the de-
ceased, who treated them with all the ten-
derness of an affectionate parent, and
made all the provision in his power for
their future comfors and support.
'Through life he was an ornament to
the Christian profession, exhibiting the
energy of Unitarian prineipies to give
comfert and support in all the vicissi-
tudes of life ; an affectionate husband, a
tender father, a faithful friend ; beloved
of all who knew him; of an enlarged
mind, a sound, penetrating judgment, an
Israelite indeed, in whom was. no guile.
The writer of the above was in the
habits. of intimacy with- him for more
than fifty years, and in his last illness,
which confined him to his chamber and
to his bed for about twelve months, con-
stantly visited him. He always found
him in the same happy frame of mind,
perfectly resigned to the will of his hea-
venly Father, contemplating with delight
the promises of the gospel, expatiating
on the paternal character of the Divine
Being, and possessing unshaken faith and
confidence in his infinite goodness : and
having a hope full of immortality, his
conversation was truly delightful and edi-
fying. 'To him death had no terrors; his
mind was perplexed with no doubts; no
clouds darkened his future prospects.
How often have I wished, when sitting
by his. bed-side, that some of our fellow-
christians, whose prejudices lead them
to suppose that Unitarianism can afford
no support or consolation on a dying bed,
had been present to hear his heavenly
discourses, to witness his triumph over
death and the grave, his. calin resignation
to the will of Geod, and his assured hope
of glory and immertality : in short, to
see with what fortitude Unitarianism can
support the mind undey the most trying

Obituary.—Baron Maseres.

afflictions, and in the prospect of death
lift up the head of the Unitarian with
jay, knosving that his redemption draweth

near! |

May 10, aged 93, FrRaNcCIS MARERES,
Esq., M.A., F.R.S, Cursitor-Baron eof
the Exchequer. He was of a Freneh
refugee family that had been the victim
of the atrocious edict of Nantes. He
was educated at Kingsten-upon-Thames,
under the Rev. Dr. Weoodesson, and was
afterwards a Fellow of Clare-Hall, Cam-
bridge ; and ir 1752 he obtained onc of
the Chancellor’s medals there, the other
being conferred on the late Rev. Dr.
Porteus. He removed from the Univer-
sity to the Temple, and his first gppoint-
ment was that of Attorney-General of
Quebec. ©On his return to England he
was made Cursitor-Baron of the Exche-
quer. He very early displayed that pro-
found knowledge of mathematics, to the
peculiar study of which he had devoted
himself, and to which he was, no doubt,
excited by the many celebrated names
which, in this department of scicnce,
have done honour to that celebrated
University. He published, as early as
1759, a work on the negative sigm, in
which he argued against the received
doctrine of negative quantities; and some
time afterwards published his valuable
eollection of the ¢ Scriptores Logarith-
mici,” in 6 vols. 4to.; a work on Life
Annuities ; and several historical works,
among which were May’s History of the
Parliament, and Ludlow’s Letters. It
was to the liberal and enlightened pa-
tronage of Baron Maseres that the public
are indebted for the Rev. John Hellins’s
valuable translation of Donna Agnesi’s
‘¢ Fnstituzioni Analytiche.” It had been
translated many years before by the late
Professor Colson, the ingenious Com-
nientator on the Fluxions of Newton.
Baron Maseres, who in his early life had
known Colson, and had reason to infer
from his conversation that he had writ-
ten a treatise on the higher geometry
which he had never published, was de-
sirous of discovering this manuscript, and
of giving it to the world. In his search
he found, not the work he looked for,
but the translation just mentioned ; and
after removing some pecuniary diflicul-
ties, which, without such generous as-
sistance, would probably have for ever
withheld it from the world, he obtained
a copy of it, and put it into the hands
of Mr. Hellins, who undertook to become
its editor, and under whose inspection 1t
was printed in 1804. His mind, as might
naturally be expected, was carly imbued
with the hatred of -every thing like rehi-
gious persccution, . In politics; he was &
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Reformer; in religion, an Unitarian. 'Te
literature. he was. a staunch. friend,. and
few-were mor¢ kiberal in its. encourage-
ment, having printed many very heavy and
valuable works for their authors at his
private expense. A listof his own publica-
tions will be found in the Dictionary of
Living Authors. Baron Maseres was never
married, and has left. noe very near relatives
behind him, He died at his haquse. at
Reigate, in Surrey, to which he bad been
removed some time before the event.

[A character of the Baron from thej
pen of Cobbett was inserted Mon. Repos. }
XI. 368.]

- May 14, at Clapham, the Rev. JAMES
Puiripes, whe had been minister of the
Independent Church in that village up-
wards of 24 years,
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- At Sea, on the 3rd inst., in his 29th
year, on bis retusn from Madeira, THomas
MARTINEAU, M. D. Before, he tqok. his
degree, he was, A.ssnstant Surgeon to the
N orfolk and Norwxgh Hospital., . In that
situation, as in eyery other, h,e had egn-
deared himselfto all who knew him, and
has left behind, hima ‘the memory of ta-
lents and Vtrl;ues ot soon to be eﬁ'aced
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June 18, at the house of her brother-
in-law, G. A. Smith, Esq., Hornsey Road;
CHARLOTTE, widow of the- Rev. Joseph

FAwcCETT, many vears Lecturer of the
Old Jewry Chapel. o
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General Baptist Assembly.

THE Yearly Meeting of the GENERAL
BartisTs was held on Whit-Tuesday,
June 8th, at the Chapel in Worship
Street, London. The Rev. Dr. Ewvans,
of Islington, and the Rev. J. 0. Squier,
of Edinbmgh conducted the devotional
services, and the Rev. R. Wright, of
'Trowbridge, - preached from Psalm_ xlv.
16 : Instead qof thy Fathers shall be thy
Children.

Sisteen years havmg elapsed since Ml.
Wright had preached the Assembly Ser-
mon, he very naturally prefaced his dis-
course with a reference to the losses
sustained by the denomination during
that period, by the death of many valua-
ble friends, and of more than twenty of
its ministers. During even the las¢ vear
three pastors have been removed by
death, two of whom * were present at
the pucedmg Aunniversary, and took an
active part in the business of the meeting,
—Mr. Wright evinced a becoming anxiety
to suggest what he thought caleculated to
revive and promote the General Baptist
canse. As applicable to the present state
of this denommauon the preacher se-
lected the above-mentioned wards for his
text, and shewed, lst, What the fathers
of the General Baptist interest were 3
2udly, ‘What the children must be and
do, to be instead of the fathers: and,
3rdly, What must be done to prepare the
childrem te he instead, of the fathers.—
Under the sceond head, Mr. Wright
made an earnest and aﬂ'ccmonate appeal

™ 7 YT VYWY W YTy

* Messxs. W Muou ane; Bcugamm
Marten.

to, the younger part of his audaem:e_ LS {
devolves,” said he, ¢¢ on you, their suc-
cessors, to build up the churches which
they planted, to plant others, and to carry
forwaxd the work of reformation begun
by them. You are in their stead, a,ud
will supply their places, not by servilely
adhering to their opinions and modes of
proceedmg, but by carrying the refor-
mation of religious faith and praetice, on
the same great and liberal principles as
they commenced it, to greater perfection.”
The discourse was characterized, through-
out, by the simplicity and perspicuity fox
which the preacher’s writings are de.
servedly celebrated : but as the Sermon
has been published, in compliance with
the request of the hearers, it is unneces-
sary to give any further detail of its con-
tents.

The Rev. James Gilchrist presided at
the meeting for business. The letters
descubed some of the churches as being
in a declining state, others that theirs
was neither flattering nor discouraging,
and others that they had gained an ac-
cession of members.—The churches of
Nantwich and Trowbridge were received
into union with the Assembly; and a pro-
spect was held out that a recently-estab-
lished church, at Burslem, in the Stafford-
shire Potteries, would apply for admission.
Considerable discussion took place on
the appointment of Messengers to fill the
vacancies occasioned by the decease of
the late Benjamin Dobell and Robere
Pyall, of Cranbrook, and more recently
by that of Samson Kingsford, of Cantcx-
bucy, and Benjamin Marten, of Dover;
and it was finally resolved that Messrs,
Joseph Brent, of Portsmouth, James Gil+
chrisg, of Newington Green, Matthew
Harding, of Cranbrook, and Richaxd
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Wright, of Trowbridge, should be their
successors. This office was formerly re-
garded as having a sacredness and an
authority attaching to it which pre-emi-
nently qualified those who sustalned it
to ordain pastors. On this occasion,
however, those ministers who acceded to
their appointment, did so on the distinct
understanding that their office was of
human and not of ddvine institution.
They counsider their duties to counsist in
visiting churches by desire of the Assem-
bly, or at the request of pastors or their
congregations, in reference to cases in
which their advice may be peculiarly re-
quisite, and to unite in sanctioning the
settlement of ministers as pastors ;—not
to authorize churches to choose their pas-
tors, or pastors to perform the duties
inseparable from their office.

The chapel debts of Cranbrook and
Dover were again brought under the no-
tice of the Assembly and recommended
by it to the renewed consideration of
those who had neither forwarded contri-
butions- nor the promise of their aid.
For lists of contributions either made or
promised towards liquidating these debts,
the reader is respectfully referxed to the
wrapper.

In relation to the General Baptist
Academy it was stated, that the senior
student, Mr. Chinnock, had received and
accepted an invitation to settle with the
church at Billingshurst, in Susséx ; that
a son of the late Mr. Marten had been
admitted into the Institution on proba-
tion, and that the Committee considered
him well entitled to the farther patronage
of the subscribers. Another student,
Mr.'I'. F. Thomas, was also reccommend-
ed to continued patronage, he having pe-
titioned for am extension of the term of
his continuance at the Academy. His
request, it is understood, will be com-
plied with ; but it appeared that there
was a necessnty for increased aid to the
funds of the Institution.®

The Ministers, Representatives, and
their Friends, afterwards dined together
at the White Hart Tavern, ‘Bishopsgate
Street—the Rev. R. Wright in the Chair.
In the course of the evening the Chair-
man proposed such sentiments as were
suited to the objects of the meeting, which
induced several gentlemen to address the
company. Dr. Evans read an address
in which he pathetically referred to the
losses the denomination had sustained

* Subscriptions or Donations will be
thankfully received by the 'Treasurer,
John Treacher, Esq., Paternoster Row ;
by the Tutor, the Rev. James Gilchrist ;
or by the Secrétary, Mr. G. Smallfield,
Homerton.

Intellz‘gerice.-"- Unitarian Fund.—Unitarian Association.

during the thirty-two years he had been
the pastor of the morning congregation
at Worship Street, and excited a deep
sympathy in the company.

[This Address is inserted in the Chris-
tian Reformer for the present month.]

Unitarian Fund.

Tue Anniversary of this Institution
was held on Wednesday, June 9th, at
the New Chapel in South Place, Pms-
bury. A very appropriate and interesting
Sermon was delivered on the occasion by
the Rev. J. G. Robberds, of Manchester,
from James v. 19, 20, and we have the
pleasure of announcing that it will be
speedily published. The Rev. L. Holden,
of Tenterden, offered the long prayer,
and the other parts of the service were
conducted by the Rev. E. Chapman, of
Deptford, and the Rev. Benjamin Water-
house, of Boston, United States, who is
at present officiating for Dr. Rees at
Jewin-Street Chapel. - For the Report,
&c., we refer to No. V of the Unitarian
Fund Register. About 250 gentlemen
afterwards dined together at the London
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, Edward Tay-
lor, Esq ., of Norwich, in the Chair, a
situation which he filled in a manner
highly conducive to the enjoyment of the
company and the advantage of the In-
stitution.

B el

Unitarian Association.

THE Annual General Meeting was held
at the London Tavern, on Thursday, the
10th of June: G. M. Davidson, Esq., was
called to the Chair.

‘I’he ‘Treasurer’s account was read, by
which it appeared that the balance now
in hand was ounly £72 9s.; there hav-
ing been unusual calls on ‘the Society,
particularly on account of the Parlia-
mentary proceedings on the subject of the
Marriage Act, the expenses of which, for
the threc preceding years, came into the
present year’s account. -

The Committee’s Report was then
read, which will appear with our next
Number.

On the recommendation of the Com-
mittee, the following resolutions were
passed, for the purpose of public adver-
tisement wunder the discretion of the
Committee.

¢ That the thanks of this Society are
pre-eminently due to the Marquis of
Lansdowne for his distinguished and zeal-
ous exertions in’' promoting the Bill for
the Relief of Unitarians from the opera-
tion of the Marriage Law, and for his
constant attention to the Deputations of
the Committee in their various interviews
with him.
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¢ That this Meeting views with sincere
pleasure the truly Christian- spirit dis-
played by many members of the Eplsco-
pal Bench, and more particularly by His
Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, in
supporting a measure of so much xmpor—
tance to the preservatxon of mental sin-
cerity and integrity of conscience, without
which no religious service can be useful
or acceptable. |

¢‘'That the sincere thanks of this Meet-
ing are also due to the Earl of Liverpool
and Earl Harrowby for their liberal and
candid attention to the case submitted
to their consideration, and to the former
more particularly for "his candid declara-
tion of his sense of the unequivocal in-*
tention of the Legislature to place Uni-
tarians upon the footing of other Protes-
tant Dissenters by the Act of the 53rd
Geceo. Il I.,and of their just title to further
relief in the event of doubts attaching
to the complete operation of that Act.

¢ That this Meeting is also anxious to
express its gratitude to Lord Holland for
his manly and energetxc support of the
rights of conscience, and to such other
noble Lords, on both sides of the House,
as furthered the measure by their speeches
or votes.

¢ That while the members of this As.
sociation are encouraged to look with
confidence to the ultimate success of their
efforts, they think themselves called upon
thus publicly to declare the true object
of their complaint, the grounds on which
they seek relief, and the plan of redress
which they have ventured to suggest.

‘ ‘That the present Marriage Law of
England, made in the year 1753, and for
the avowed purpose of merely preventing
clandestine marriages, requires all persons
(except Jews and Quakers) to join on
that occasion in the worship and service
of the Established Church.

¢ That the conformity thus imposed
upon the Unitarian Dissenter is repugnant
to his conscientious feelings and opinions ;
first, because as a Dissenter he objects to
bemg forced to join for civil purposes in
the ordinances of -that Church from which
he conscientiously withdraws himself,
under the sanction and protection of ‘the
law ; but secondly and chiefly, because
the Mamage Service of the Church is
one in which-he caunnot, as a Umtauan,
join without a species of equivocation,
painful to his conscience and degrading
to an honourable mind.

¢ That this compulsxve conformnty is of
comparatively recent origin, the Church
having no such exclusive pnvnlege until
it was conferred upon it (not as an eccle-
siastical pnvnlege, but as a civil regula-
tion) in 1753, prior to which time, mar-
uage appears to have been in England
as in almost all other countries, a civil
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contract, reqmnng for. its legal validity

the religious sanction of no church.

““’That the enforcmg of conformlt in
this respect is repulsive. to the pohcy of
the existing laws of England which long
previous to the Marriage Act had sanc-
tioned and protected the right of Dissent
from the worship and discipline of the
Church.

¢ That the eﬂ'ect of this Act, so far as
it operates as a caonstraint on conscience,
could not have been intended by the
Legislature ; that the framers of it had
avowedly in view merely the civil object
ofrpromoting regularity in the formatmn
and registration of the matrimonial con-
tract ; and that this is evidenced by the
exceptlon of the parties (Jews and Qua-
kers) against whose religious habits and
opinions it obviously militated —which
exception would most probably have been
extended to Umtarxans, if their. wors}np
had at that time: been included, as it
now is, within the protection and sanc-
tion of the Toleratlon Acts.

“ That the grievance is extremely par-
tial, inasmuch as the marriages of all

‘Dissenters in Ireland are legalized. by

express Act of Parliament, (passed in
1772, after the fullest dlSCUSSlOD ;) as
those contracted in Scotland are of course
binding ; and as even so late as 1820, an
Act was passed for rendering valid Pres-
byterian marriages in British India. =

‘¢ That the law is not only unjust, but
that it is not warranted by the slightest
political or civil expediency, inasmuch as
the object in view (the due pubhmty and
registration of marriages) may notorious-
ly and obviously be accomplished with
the greatest ease without any constraint
on religious feelings.

¢ That if the Leglslatme feels itself in
any manner called upon to interfere with
the celebration of marriages, as a reli-
gious ordinance, in order to secure a
binding and impressive influence on the
consciences of the parties concerned, still
it is clear that such an object can best
be accomphqhed by avoiding all con-
straint, and by choosing such religious
cenemomal as will be accordant to the

feelings, and, therefore, most likely to

produce the desired effect on the minds
of the parties.

¢ That the existing constraint is not
only vexatious to Unitarian Dissenters,

‘but must, as they conceive, be extremely

unpleasant to the ministers of the Church,
who, by the existing law, are lenged to
administer sacred ordinances to, and join
in religious worship with, persons who
are known to them on all other occasions
to disavow and publicly renounce thelr

‘communion,

¢ 'That, as a nemedy for thls grievance,

fthe Bill recently introduced provided. for
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‘the observance of every one of the forms
now Trequired, as well as for th¢ main-
tenance of the fees and emolunents of
‘the 'Church, and merely allowed the reli-
iotts serrice on the occasion to be per-
?‘ot‘r‘ﬂed by the parties according to their
own mode, and in ‘thelr accustomed
‘placts, registered for the purpove, under
clearly defined regulations and resttic-
‘tioms. ~ | |
<¢"That the exa¢t letter of the precedent
in the Marriage Act of 1753, (of merely
exemptivg Jews and Quakers from ’its
operation,) was not followed in this Bill;
first, because the interests of the whole
“community, and the avowed policy of the
law, plainly require the checks and regu-
“lations which it iinposes to be of general
obligation, though in the case of parties,
so distinctly mirked as the Jews and
Quakers, a relaxation in their favour
could be granted without danger: se-
“coudly, because the Unitarians sought to
withdratw themselves from no sort of civil
restraint or inconvenience, but were wil-
fing even to undertake additional respon-
sibility and ‘trouble and expense : and,
thirdly, because it ‘was avowedly expected
of them that nothing should be sought to
be altered which was not necessarily re-
‘quired by the concession to their religious
scruples. .
¢¢ That registriation in the common Pa-
rochial Register was proposed to be pre-
served, (in the absence of any other au-
thorized and established register duly
preserved,) because there would thus be
a service to be performed, in respect of

P
.

‘which the Church minister might receive

his accastomed fees; because the conti-
nuance of owe general register, in which
marriages are numbered consécutively,
was considered to be of great value, not
merely to Unitarians, but to the whole
cornmunity ; and lastly, because it was
conceived that such a duty (performed as
it is now, under the requirements of the
law, as a matter of civil, not ecclesiasti-
‘cal’ policy) could not be objected to as
‘derogatory to the dignity of the Church,
on any grounds which would nét apply
with far greater force to the obligation
wow imposed upon that Church, of re-
ceiving into its religious ordinances, for
a merely civil object, parties who epenly
rehounce its discipline and doctrines.

‘¢ ‘T'hat this Meeting instructs its Com-
mittee to persevere in their applications
until the justice of their claims be fully
recognized, and ‘the grievance be :com-
‘pletely  removed, in a firm reliance on
the justice of ‘the Legislature for the ad-
‘mission of ¢laiing so obviously just, and
on 'its ‘'wisdom for devising a mode of re-
lief, which shall combine a due regard for
the rights of conscience with that atten-
tion to the civil interests of the commu-
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nity, whith none are firore ready than
the Unitarians fully t6 recognize and ad-
mit, and so far as in them iies conscien-
tiously to uphold.” |

On the subject of the Test and Cor-
poration Acts the following Resolution
'was ‘passed : ,

“ That the Committee be requested to
turn their attention, previous to thé com-
mencement of next Session, to the con-
sideration of the best means of forming
some Association of persons desirous of
‘taking active measures for promoting the
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts;
and that they be authorized to render,
on the part of this Society, every facility
and co-operation in their power for the
attainment of that object.,”

‘A Resolution was also passed, empow-
ering the ‘Committee to appoint a deputa-
tion to ineet the -Committee 6f the Uni-
tarian Fund, to consider the propriety
and practicability of forming a General
Unitarian Association, embraciang the va-
Tious objects mow divided among several

‘Societies.

A good deal of discussion toak place
on the subject of the finances of the So-
ciety, and it- appeared to all desirable
that the very important proceedings now
before the Society should not be crippled
for want of funds. It ‘was particularly
‘observed, ‘that a small ‘annual subscrip-
tion only had been fixed as the qualifica-
tion of congregations ¢onhected with the
Society, under the tonviction and under-
standing ‘that whenever the objects con-
templated called for Iarger resources,

there would be no difficulty in obtaining

an increase ‘in their contribations propox-
tionable to the call. |
The following additional donations
were received on the spot froin gentle-
men in the room :
G. M. Davidson, Esq. . £10
Themas ‘Gibson, £sq. . . 5
James.Young, Esq. . . . 5
A Friend, by the Rev. Rus-
sell Scott . . e« o o 1
Edward Taylor, Esq. . .
'Thomas Hornby, Esq. . .
Samuel Parkes, Esq. . . .
C. Richmond, Esq. . . .
John Watson, Esq. . . .
Thomdas Foster, Ksq. . .
Peter Kensett, Ksq. . . .
Joseph Fernie, Esq. . .
R. Gaisford, Esg. « ~ » . 1
Subseriptions are roceived by the Trea-
strer, J. Young, Esq., 16, "Change ‘AHey ;
the Secretary, Mr. E. Taylor, "Temple ;
and the ‘Collector, Mr. ‘Tomalyn, 13,
Sise Lane, Bucklersbury.
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Christian Tract Societgs

- ke Fiftéenth Anniversary of ‘this ‘So-
crety was held on Thursday, June'10th,
at the Old London Tavern, BlbhOpsgatL
Street, Lox.don. ‘Thomas Gibson, Esq.,
in the Chair. 'The Treasurer presented
his repor t, from which it appeared that
he was in advance 57 8s. 3d.

The Committee’s report was then read.
It was stated,  that in compliance with
the wish eXpressed by the last General
Meeting, the Committee had taken into
conslderanon, and resolved on the allow-
ance to be made in future to wholesale
purchasers of the Tracts. - This they had
fixed at 25 per cent. to Subscnbexs, and
at 15 per cent. to Non-subscribers, when
not less than a quarter of a hundred of
any tract-was taken. They had printed
and circulated this new scale of wholesale
prices, and had appended it to many of
the tracts recently printed.—Mr. C. Foz,
the Collector, having resigned his oﬂice,
the Committee had appointed Mr. J. M.
¥idney as his successor.—The grants of
the Society’s Tracts made during the last
year have been as follow: "To the Uni-
tarian Fund five guineas’ worth ; to the
Provisional Government of Greece, one set
in boards, and to the HoN. Cor, LEICES-
TeR “STANHOPE, through’ whose friendly
agency they were presented, another bet :
to the Rev. JaMEs HAWKES of Nantwich,
two guineas’ worth for the Sunday School
children of his congregation, and for dis-
tribution ‘among the poor in his ‘neigh-
bodrhood‘ and two sets to an active mi-
nister in' Rhode Islanid, North America. It
was stated that an account had reached the
Committeé¢ of 27 of the tracts having beéen
teprinted at Boston; and that, in conse-
quence of there bemo' no duty on paper in
the United States, the booksellers who had
undertaken their republication were ena-
bled to offer them at a reduction from
thé original prices. ‘The Society’s Traets
having been spoken of in terms of great
approbation, in an American periodical,
entitled - The Christian Disciple, and the
booksellers having thought them worthy
their attention, the Committee, not unrea-
sonably, - anticipated - that a circulation
would be given to them, in the United
States, limited only by the boundaries of
that vast and interesting portion of the
globé.—Of the grant made last year to
IVilliem Roberts, of Madras, the follow-
mb acknowledgment has been received :

¢« Madras, Oct. 8, 1823.
“ My KIND SIR,

““I have received from Mr. Cumming
your parcel, containing:your very kind
Icttery, and the excellent moral tracts,; on
the 11th of August last; and take this
opportunity . of returning my grateful
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thanks. to the Committee of the Christian
“Tract Society, through you, -for their hav-
ing so kindly sent them. I have pérused
them- as- far as the No. 30,-and I.am
much instructed and -ediﬁed:‘by... them,
some Country borps also have perused
them, and think they are very good; the
miseries and unhappy end occabloned by
vices and impiety, on the one hand, the
peace, comfort ard everlasting hap_pines’s»
on the other, tending by godliness . of
life, and-benevolence to our fellow-crea-
tures, brought in view on different cha-
racters, under various circamstances, as
they are done in these - tracts, makes
strong impression and affords lively force
to our actions. I doubt not it would be
of a real use for reclaiming many; and if
please God, at some future opportanity,
the Committee of the Christian Tract So-
ciety should think proper to favour [ me];
I shall be very happy to receive a few sets
of those excellent tracts, to give away in
their name amongst the country borns

and others that can read Enghbh

* * * * * ®
~ 41 remain, my kind Sir, ¢
¢ Your obedient Servant, )
“WILLIAM ROBERTS ”
“ Mr. G. Smal{ﬁel >

; 4 N N |

Public hbranes having recently bheen
established for the use of apprentices and
other young persons in various parts of
England the report suggested the propri-

ety of the-General Meeting authorizing
its new Committee to present oiie or
two sets of the Society’s Tracts, to.all
the institutions of this kind with the
formation of Wthh they mlghs become
acquainted.

During the last year, the Commxttee
have had occasion to reprint eleven of
the tracts, and the report stated that one
number muast be immediately reprinted,
and others before the next anniversary. -
To the catalogue three nmew tracts’ have
recently been added—the whole series
now amounting to forty-nine. For the
accommodation of those Subscribers who
prefer the tracts in that form, the last
12 Numbers have been put into boardsi
but the Committee reccommended that
the fiftk volume should not be considered
as completed ‘till another number had
been added, thus constituting an average
of tern tracts in each of the five volumes:
‘T'he first new tract is entitled An Address
to the Children 9of $ome Sunday Schools,
on their leaving the Institution. 'This was
sent anonymously to the Committee, but
accompanied by an offer of taking 500
copies, at Subscribers’ price, should- it
be approved and printed. The second
is entitled ¢ An Address to the Teachers
in Sunduy Schools,” written by that inde-
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fatigable friend of  the Society, Mrs.
Mary HucHgs. The third is a reprint of
an American tract entitled James Talbot ;
to which has'been added, Or, the Impor-
tance of recollecting, |
¢« God sees me at all Times,”

the last part being extracted from an
mterestmg passage of the work. -

Of the three mew tracts, it was stated,
that there had been 9,000 copies printed,
and of the eleven reprints 21,000, making
a total of 30,000 printed since the ‘Auni-
versary in Apnl 1823. -During the same
period, there have been circulated and
sent out from the Society’s store, 32,969:
There have been printed up to this time

390,500 ; and the total circulated, and

sent out on sale or return, 331, 825-—-leav-
ing a‘stock on hand of 58,675;
‘The property of the Society was re-
ported to be as follows : |

Due from  Booksellers, _
_ Country Societies, and
the Rev. James Yates,
of Birmingham, its gra-
tuitous Agent . . . .
Estimated Value of the .

£104 10 3

334 15 0

.Stockonhand . . . .
| 439 0.3

Owing for Paper £32 14 0
-~ for boarding

Volomes . 2 8.9 -
- to Treasurer. 5 8 3 40 11 0
Balance of the Society’s —
Property . . . . . #£398 14 3

Though the Committee had te con-
gratulate the Meeting on the improved
pecuniary condition of the Seciety, they
begged it might be recollected that the
Treasurer was in advance; bat they con-
fidently relied on such an increase of the
Society’s finances being that day made as
would enable their successors to reprint
such Numbers as might be necessary to
keep up the series, to publish new tracts,
and to make useful grants, without antj+
cipating the mext year’s incoime. L

- Besides the usual resolutions of thanks
to the officers of the Society, the following
were passed usanimously :—*¢ That the
warmest thanks of this Society be given
to. Mrs. MArRY HUGHES, for her renewed
literary contributions.” ¢ That the an-
nual Medal be presented to the Author of
¢ The Returning Prodigal,’ &c., with the
cordial thanks of this Society for hev past
literary contributions.” " ¢ That this Meet-
ing is deeply sensible of its obligations to
the Rev. JAMES YATES, of Birmingham, for
his having gratuitously undertaken the of.
fice of Agent to The Christian Tract Sos
ciety,in the midland counties,and begs him
to accept its warmest thanks, for the zeal
with which he has discharged his duties.”
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‘“ That the Commitiee be regifested to
forward to WiLLiaAM ROBERTS, of Madras,
as many sets of. the Society’s Tracts as
they may think proper.” ¢ That this Meet-
ing, conformably with the recommen-
dation in the report, requests the Com.
mittee to present a set of the Society’s
Tracts to every British institution formed
for the purpose of supplying . apprentices
and other young persons with’ xhe means
of useful reading.,” -

The following gen tlemen were chosea
into office. for the year ensuing :

Treasurer. Jamrs ESDAILE, Esq.

Secretary. Mr. GEORGE SMALLFIELD,

Committee. Messrs. J. Bowring, J.
Evans, C. Fellows, Joseph Fernie, T,
Gibson,” Jun., S. Hart, S. Hart, Jun.,
R. Holt, T. Hornby, S. Parkes, and ‘W,
Wood.

- Auditors. S. Bayley, J. Todhunter,
and R. Fennell, Esqgrs.

" Collector. Mr. J. M. Edney, 2, St.
John’s Street, Clerkenwell.

The Subscribers and their friends, to
the number of. eighty two, afterwards
dined together, JoBN SniTH, Esq. M. P.,
in the Chair, supported on the right by
Senhor JozE DE SILVA CARVALHO, late
Portuguese Minister of Grace and Justice,

on the left by Senkor JozE JoAQuim
- _FERREIRA DE- MoirRA, late President of
the Cortes.

At a short distance from the
Chairman also sat Senkor VASCONCELLOQS
MENEZES DE DRUMMOND, Member of the
Brazilian Cortes, and on the opposite side
of the table the mdefangable and patriotie
Mr. BUuCKINGHAM, late of Calcutta. - There
were also present many friends from
various parts of England whom the Meet-
ing held the preceding day had called to
London.

After the removal -of the. cloth, the
Chairman proposed, ‘¢ The King—May
he imitate the example of his father,;
in encouraging ‘the Education  of the
PeopJe.

. SmiTH then said, he had to pro-
pose a toast, which, he was sure, would
meet with the cordial support of all
present. It was a sentiment for which
he had entertained the highest respect
ever since he had t.hougbt' for himself,
and without which this country would
sink into insignificance—he meant civil
and religious liberty : and more especially
with respect to reho;mus liberty, he, wonld
observe, that it was in vain for any par-
ticular party to combat another, when
they . undertook to express those senti-
ments of the truth of which’ their minds
entertained a firm conviction—it was in
vain to ‘bring prosecution upon prose-
catioh to put down a free expression of
religious. opinion. . On the subject of re-
ligion, he had long since: made up 1318
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mind; lut -if the lovely and captivating
truths of the religion of Christ could net
support their own assertions, it would
be .in vain to support them by force and
tyranny. In speaking of religious liberty,
it would be perceived, that he alluded
particularly to some late prosecutions, in
which it had been attempted-to put down
discussion . by punishments~—by punish-
ments arbitrary and severe. For his own
part, he could not but express the
greatest abhorrence of those proceedings;
which he counsidered as calculated -in

the highest degree to disguise .and dis-~

figure the . holy truths of religion; be-
sides' which, truth could never be comas
at unless all sides were heard; and how
was it possible to decide which was true
and - which was false, if only one side of
the question were heard ? The Honour+

able Gentleman cancluded by proposing

¢¢ Civil and Religious Liberty here and
every wheee,” L

The Chairman, -on. ‘proposing ¢ The
Christian Tract Saciety—Prosperity and
Perpetuity to it,” took occasion to express
the very high gratification he had derived
from yeading its pablications. He thought
them well - ealculated to benefit society,
because they enforced the. discharge, of
all the great duties ;of life, without insist-
ing .on the peculiar apinions of any party,
There was. no. sectarian spirit in them,
but they promoted zealously yet tempe-
rately the great cause of Christianity in
all itsbearings,. P - |

T'he Secretary rose and begged to state;
for the.information of those gentlemen
whe had not been present at the meeting
for business, what had been done to carry
into effect the abjects-of the Society since
the last Anniversary. He then briefly
recapitulated the leading topics of the
Report, . anud observed, he was happy
in. being able to -state, that the Society
met  that. day under more favourable
circumstances than for some years past.
‘They were, it was true, indebted to their
Treasurer ; but the outstanding debts of
the Society exceeded the amount of what
it owed. Since the last General Meecting
there had been sent out from the store
nearly 33,000 of the tracts, most of which
had . been put into circulation, though
some had been sent out on sale or return.
The number circulated during the pre-
ceding year, had been rather more than
20,000. It was therefore, manifest that
the efforts of the friends of the institution
had not relaxed, as a considerably in-
creased demand had been made for the
tracts since the last Anniversary. Can-~
dour, however, required him to say, that
as fourteem months had elapsed since the
last Meeting was held, all the Subscribers’
allotments for .| 823, .and many of those

for 1824, were included in :the 32,969
copies. actually issued during that peried ;
but -he conceived that he was.jastified in
fixing the numbers circulated last year at
25,000. He was fully aware that this
would appear to be a very small nunber
for a Society to . have circulated during
such a period, as there were: some Socie-
ties-in ‘Englaud which issned in one year;
nearly as many ‘as this Society had.c¢ircu-
lated singe:its. establishment., . But: it
should be recallected that most if not all of
these :Societies called -in the aid of party
feeling and sectarian Zeal; while the
Christiau Tract, Society relied on. neither:.
- ‘The grants made by the Committee
in that space had not been uumerous;
but their predecessors had .forwarded
the tracts to France, Holland, Piedmont,
Russia, Spain and' :Portugal, What had
been their fate in the two -last coun-
tries he was anable- to say; but he
feared they might hdave been destroyed,
for they breathed a “spirit too free and
pure for those that now held the reins
of power there, as the presence of the
distinguished individuals who suppert-
ed the: Cheir too plainly proved. —1In
America, where every man might avow
his religious and political opinions with-
out exposing himself to danger, the Soci-
ety’s Tracts had been cordially received,
their merits duly appreciated, and  efforts
made for their general circulation. After
the character given to these publications
by the Honourable Gentleman who had
that day condescended to fill the Chair,
it was unnecessary for him to say any thing
raspecting them. He, however, begged to
state that i¢ had been the object of the
Founders of the Society and of its succes-
sive officers to furnish the Poor: and the
Young with such a course of reading, as .
might tend to excite and to strengthen
that love of virtuous conduct, which when
thrown out into practice dignified the eha-
racter, and increased the sum of human
happiness. The friends of the institution
had only had in view to inculcate -that
moral conduct, on the necessity of. which
the wise and .goad .of all parties were
agreed ;—they sought not to disseminate
the opinions of one party, but to second
the - beuevolent efforts .of all parties—to
cherish goodwill towards the whole hu-
man race, not to: engender an unkind
feeling towards any fellow«creature.—The
Secresary. concluded with reminding the
company that they had a Treasurer with
an exhausted Treasury, and with expres-
sing a hope that su¢h pecuniary aid would
that day be afforded, as would enable the
Eonnpittee . vigorously to prosecute the
objects of the Society, .

-+ The €nairmaN then rose, and, . after
some prefatory .remarks, presented the
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silver Medal to the Rev. R.-ASPLAND, On
behalf of the Author. of ¢ The Returning
Prodigal,” &c., as a token of the Society’s
gratitude for the excellent Tracts she
had written. for: it ; and availed himself
of that' opportunity to speak in terms of
high: commendation of that Lady and of
the: other Ladies whose literary contri-
.but,ionshad been made to the Society.

“'Mr. Aspland returned thanks— and
expressed; the pleasure he felt in'receiving
this ‘token of the Society’s approbation
-and gratitude towards one so nearly
allied and so deservedly - dear to him.
He described the surprise and pleasure he
had felt .on receiving and reading the
first Tract from the pen of Mrs. HUGHES ;
this had made him acquainted with that
Lady, and the fnendslnp to which it gave
rise had been to him*a source of unin-
temupted pleasure and satisfaction.

"'The health of ¢ Mrs. Mary Hughes,
Mrs. 'Price, and the other literary con-
tributors to the Society,” was then pro-
posed, and cordially received.

'The next sentiment given was, ¢ The
Education of the Poor—the great source
~of public strength, and the best security
for public tranquillity and happiness.”

The Chairman on -again rising, said,
that he had to propose the health of a
gentleman, whom he could hardly say
that he kuew personally, but whose
writings he -had much admired, and
whose steadiness to the cause of religious
liberty had always given him great satis-
faction. After passing some other hand-
some eulogiums on the Gentleman, he
concluded by proposing ¢¢ the health of
Mr. Fox.”

The following we believe to be a pretty
correct report of the substance of Mr.
-Fox’s reply : ¢¢That in professing his zeal
for the objects of this Society he was
only declaring that he possessed the feel-
ings of a man and the principles of a
Christian. It was entitled to support,
for it tended to benefit the poor, those
who had drawn blanks in the great lot-
tery of life, who were told, and too
truly, that for them there was no cover
at nature’s table, who came into the
world, but withouat inheriting their share
of the world, nay with a mortgage eon
their very labour for purposes in which
they had little or no personal interest,
and who, by the very fact of the physical
evils and the temptations of their con-
dition, had a moral claim on the benefi-
cence of their more fortunate brethren.
The Society deserved support, not only
because its publications tended to coun-
teract these evils by inculcating Christian
principles and virtuous habits, bat also
on account of the high intellectual cha-
racter of thosc publications, so far be.
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yond that-of mist productions circalated
under-the name of religions Tracts. ~The
growing intellect of the poor, -fostered as
it was by the spread ¢f education, the
formation of such estdblishments as the
Mechanics’ Institute, and the prodigious
multiplication of cheap publications com-
prising many-of the best authors in the
language, required a stronger aliment
than that which was commonly offered to
it, and such their Tracts afforded. ‘The
Society had a further claim arising from
the -industry with which unbelievers were
attacking Christianity, and the mental
rank of some of the authors whose pro-
ductions were most widely diffused. They
found amongst their opponents the acute
and brilliant Voltaire, and the coarser
but not less argumentative Paine, men
whose -productions on any subject were
not to be disposed of in a summary way,
by the mere application of a :condemmna-
tory epithet, and which were cer tam, on
other accounts, of engaging attention,
and with thousands a faveurable atten-
tion, There was one also, whe eould
now only be adverted to with unmingled
sorrow, the -premature closé -of whose
career in that land to which he: had
hastened to aid in battling for the cause
of human kind, was itself a-disproof of
his-own doubts ;  (for who could contem-
plate his extraordmary mind without
conviction that it was formed for far
nobler ends than had beeén accompliqhed
by it here ?7; who must yet be -placed in
the hosnle ranks, and: some - of whese
productions were  eagerly - employed for
the purposes - of unbelievers. - He was
our enemy, not for -his antipathy to the
cant of the age; not for his sympathy
with the oppressed.of every region; not
for his indignant reprobation of the sa-
crifice of the interests of the many to
the caprices of the few ; but for qualities
in his writings on which it was needless,
as it would be painful to dwell, whick
from these brighter attributes . derived
factitious attractions and more dangerous
power. ‘This formidable array was not
best encountered by the chancery method
of abandoning literary property to piracy,
which - operated as a premium for the
multiplication of such works; nor by the
Old-Bailey method of fine and imprison-
ment, enlisting the sympathies of human
nature in favour of those who were con-
signed to punishments as severe as
usually awaited some of the worst of-
fences against society ; but by the method
of this imstitution - which commended
Christianity at. once to the mind and
heart. Thus should we become a Chris-
tian nation. 'That appellation had been
recently denied to us, on the ground: of
an extension of xcligious liberty having
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been -granteds; ' a ground which; ,he
thought, formed.our best claim,- thom;b
much was yet wanted to make that claim
complete. It required a -closer confor
mity with Christian principles in .our
conduct both at home and abroad.

¢ This do and thou shalt live’> was.ap-
phcable to nations, as to individuals ; and
England, raising the oppressed, ‘emanci-
pating the slave, and asserting .civil and
rehglous liberty, would live; she would
live ‘in the permanency of ‘her institu-
tions, in the prosperity and happiness.of
her -children, and in the glory which

would encircle her name on the page of

history.”

On ¢ the health of the Rev. JAMES
YATES, of Birmingham, being given, the
Rev. 'T. MADGE briefly returned thanks.”

The . Chairman then proposed . the
healths of Senior Joze JoaguiM FER-
REIRA, and Senhor.JoZE DE SILVA CAR-
VALHO, and DMr. BowriNg returned
thanks in the name of . those gentlemen.
He stated that he had seen one of these
gentlemen presiding, in the more -forta-
nate days of Portugal, in that . Cortes
which was then the pride of the vation.
It was only two years since, on-the very
day this Society held its Anniversary,
that ‘he received the information of the
Portuguese Cortes having passed a reso-
lution that 7he Christian Tracts should
be accepted and .consigned to .the Com-
mittee of Public Instruction to have them
translated. Tyranny, unfortunately, had
again -gained sway in Portogal, and the
efforts of these patriotic: individuals had
‘been baffled by the enemies of human im-
provement, and they had themselves
been obliged to. fly from their native
country; but wxecked and ruined as their
hopes had been for a time, he confidently
believed in and anticipated the resurrec-
tion of freedom.

Senhor B MOIRA himself then . re-
turned thanks in Euglish, in unearly the
following words :—*¢ Gentlemen, in my
own name, and that of my friend, I beg
leave to return thauks, and have to re-
gret much that my imperfect knowledge
of your language prevents me from thank-

ing you sufficiently for the honourable

manner in which you have meationed us,
but I will say that we feel in our hear e
most thoroughly. the first rule of your
Institution, civil and religious liberty,
and to establish that first of civil rights—

The Chairman next. proposed the
health of Senior MENEZES, of the Bra-
zilian Cortes, and success to the exer-

tions of the South Americans.

- This gentleman  returned thanks. in

.his own language, which Mr. BowRING
translated as

follows : — 'T'hat he was

cess to
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afraid his language. might soind aucouth:
in their ears, but he wished to étate that
the liberty.of Brazil was founded on:the
law of nature and on social orders thay

the Book of Fate seepred to have declared
them independent, and that the. people
-would be . criminal lin allowing such ap

opportumty to escape ;.they . had strug-
gled against many  difficuliies, and had
opposed them with success, so that he

trusted that.the-tree of freedom would

there take root, and send forth her best

‘ frults.

.On the Chalrman proposmg,d‘ Suc~
the exertions which are .now
making for the spread of knowledge in
our Oriental Possessions,” Mr. BUCK~

"INGHAM rose, and in an 1nterestmg ad-

dress modestly but appropriately referred
to his own efforts .towards effecting the

_desirable  object to which the company

had just wished . success. In these ef-

forts, as .is well known, Mr. B.\was
_opposed, and obliged . to return .to this

country. He paid a tribate of respect. to
the moral worth and intellectual powers

~of RamMonuN Roy, which could not.fail

of being grateful to many who heard him.

To the address itself, however, the writer

feels himself nunable to do Jusnce. L
Some other toasts were given, in-

~cluding the oflticers of the Society, but.of

which the necessary limits of . this report
forbid a more detailed notice. The last
was ¢ The health .of the Chairman ; our
best thanks to him for his services, and
our . warmest wishes for the suceess of
the various plans of gemerous benevo-
lence with which his name is so honour-
ably connected.”

In the course of the evemng .the

*names of several mew subscribers were

announced, and among them that of the
Chairman, with a Life Subscription of

Ten Guineas.

.—-‘-;—
The Thirt y-Seventlz Anrnual -Report
of Manchester College, York.,

.IN presenting their Thirty-seventh An-
nual Report to the public, the Committee
of Manchester - College . regret that they
are ander the necessity of speaking unfa-
vourably of the state of the funds. Not-

‘withstanding the assistance derived from

congregational collections and private be-
nefactions, the expenditurc of the year

ending June 1823, considerably exceeded

the mcome, and the ‘Treasurer conse-
quently is in advance to the College a
still larger sum than he was at the elose
of the year preceding. Under these cir-
canmstances the Trustees have thought it
inexpedient. to make the addition to the
Permanent Fund, to cover the annual
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allowances for depreciation ofthe build-
ings. at York, -as directed by their Resoa
lutions pnnted in:the last Report. They
have alsd.:been under ‘- the necessity of
directing - that the admission of Students
ob the Foundation 'be henceforth limited,
s0. a5 not to exceed one admission for
every two removals,.until the total num-
ber be reduced to twelve, unless a reducs
tion to that extent should be rendered
unnecessary by a future inerease in the
College income. 'The Commmee, ‘cCon=
vinced, from the experience of two Ses-
sions, of the importance of providing for
the regular: instruction of the Students in
the art of public speaking, in the course
of the last summer prevailed upon the late
Rev.  PENDLEBURY HouGHTON, in case
life and health should be: spared, to un-
dertake the office of teacher of elocution
in the present sessiom. 'The Committee
looked forward. with great satisfaction to
the’ benefit which the Students might be
expected to derive from the example as
well as the instructions of a . gentleman
so deservedly admired, both for the ele-
gant correctness and persuasive eloquence
of his: pulpit compositions, and for sim-
ple :and unaffected. but. dignified and
highly-impressive elocution. They have
great reason to sympathize with his many
mourning friends, in the events which has
disappointed so desirable an arrange-
ment, and has deprived the world of one
who united to qualifications as a preacher
of no ordinary kind, a purity of heart,
and an amiable guxleless simplicity of
manner and character, well calculated to
give additional effect to his pubhc Sere
vices. :
In the absence of direct mstrucnons,
the Committee advert, with no small
pleasure, to a new undertaking by which
the present session has been distinguished,

and which, along with other beneficial
consequences of even greater importance,
will be found, they trust, to have had a
powerful tendency to form, in those who
have been engaged in it, that earnest,

1mpresswe and popular manner, Whlch
is s0 essential to their success as public
teachers, and without which, the best
talents and most eminent attainments in
other respects, are too often defranded
of that sphere of usefulness in which they
ought to have been exerted. ‘The insu-
lated situation of York, removed to a
considerable distance from the nearest
society of Dissenters interested in the
prosperity of the lnsututmn, bhas some-
times been objected to it, as the seat of
academical education for our youth. The
consequence, it has been feared, must
be, that the Students cannot have suffi-
cient opportunities of exercising their
talents in the pulpit, dwing. the conti-

Intellz;g'encé.-é-m:wbestqr Collegre, York.

niance of théir academical course, -and

nmay, therefore, be in danger of entering

apon. the: dnscharge of the mxmstenal of -

fice, almost new to many of its duties..

Whatever may hitherto have been the

extent. of this evil, there is good reason

to hope that it is now in a fair .way of
bemg remedied. Small societies of Uni-

tarian Bapnsts have for some time ex-

isted, both in York, and in several places

in the vicinity ; till a recent period, howe

ever, the mﬁuence of their scruples on

the subject of baptlsm was so strong;

that, though agreeing with us on other
points, théy could not be induced to hold

much intercourse with their Unitarian

brethfen, or to admit our preachers to

address them. A more liberal-spirit has

now been introduced, and the senior Di-

vinity Students have this year been ac-

tively engaged in weekly Missionary ex-
cursions to Malton, Selby, Howden,

Cawood and several adjacent places. At

Wellbourne, a village between York and

Malton, a flourishing Sunday-School has
been established, and the numbers who

have sought to attend the services have

been greater than the private house,

which. is as yet all the accommodation
afforded, will admit. At this place it is

hoped that a small chapel may be shortly

erected. Upon: the -whole, the- success
has been encouraging, and -highly credi-

table to the young men, ‘who have voluns
tarily and zealously devoted themselves to
an arduous undertaking without the pro-
spect of any other. remuneration than

the satisfaction of doing good, and .the

hope of promoting their own improve-
ment, while labouring for that of others,

In this latter respect, the advantage,

there is every reason to hope and believe,

will prove to have been very considera-

ble ;—and on this account alone, inde-
pendently of the prospect it holds out of
promoting the cause of what. they deem

to be Christian truth, the friends of this
undertaking confidently recommend it to
the supporters of the Institution, as likely
to be highly conducive ta the improve-
ment of its members in those qualifica-
tions which are so necessary to the ac-
ceptable and useful exercise of the minis-
terial office.

The number of Students in the last
Session was twenty-six, viz. mine Lay
Students, and seventeen Divinity Stu-
dents, of whom fifteen were on the Foun-
dation. Of these, Mr. William Bowen,
M. A., 13 now .settled as miuister at
Coventry, and Mr. Richard Shawcross,
at Lincoln.

The Annpal Dxammatlon took place
on the 23d, 24th, 25th and 26th of June
last, when the ﬁrst prize for diligence,
proficiency and regularity of conduct,



Intelligence~Proposed Unitdsian ‘Chapel, Wellbourne, near York. 375

was ad)udged t0 Mr. J. H. Worthmgton:
the second 'to Mr. J. R. Bedard ; .and the
third to- Mr. W. S.. Brown,: all Divinity
Students, in the third year of their course:;
The first Mathematical prize,” to M#¢.
James Martineau, and the second to Mr:
Edward Talbot.: The:first prize, offered
by Robert Philips, Esq., for proficiency
in classical learping, was awarded.to Mr.

Beard, and the second to Mr. George Lee;
Mr. Beard also obtained: the prize offered
by Euelpis, for the best translation into
Greek. The prize for proficiency in Elo-
cution, during the Session, was given to
Mr. Brown ; and that for the best deli-
vered Oration, to Mr. Carter.

‘I'he number of Divinity Students, du-
ring the present Session, is nineteen, of
whom Messrs. Payne and - Ryland are in
the last year of their course; Messrs.
Mitchelson, Beard, Br own, Wreford,
Taggart and Wortlnngton, in the fourth;
Messys., Howarth, Aspland, Lee and Rus-
sell, in the third';. Messrs. Talbot and
Martinean in the second’; and Messrs.
Francis Rankin, of Bristol, Henry Squire,
of Taunton, Edward ngginson, son’ of
the Rev. Edward Higginson, -of Derby,
Francis Darbishire, of Bolton,.and Na«
thaniel - Philipps, son of the Rev. Dr.
Philipps, ‘of - Sheffield, .in the first. Of
these, seventeen are amn the foundation
of the -College ; but it should be stated,
that the Committee, in consequence of
the inadequacy of their Funds; have been
under the ‘necessity of limiting the graiit
to the five last-named Students, to one
half of the usual exhibition, wath the
understanding, - that they shall have a
preference to succeed to fall exhibitions,
as vacancies occur. ‘There dre also ten
Lay Students in the College. - |

During the last year, the expediency of
tavesting the permanent property of the
College in the purchase of land, has been
frequently brought under the considera-
tion of the Committee, and from the
attention which they have paid to the
question, they are of opinion that such
an apptropriation of the disposabie funds
will, at this period, be advantageous to
the interests of the Institution. ' In re-
ference to this subject, the two following
Besolations were passed at the annual
meeting of Trustees, held on the 1st of
August last, viz :— ~

Resolved unanimously, -

1st. That it appears to this ‘meeting

to be very desirable to have the Perma-

nent Funds of the College invested in

real estate, and that the present is a

tavourable pel xod for the purchase of
land'

2d. That the Commxttee be empowered
to make such investment in land on
behalf of the perniahent Fund as they
may judge expedient :

in ‘campliarice ' with theseResclutions
&he Committee have recently contracted
for the purchase of an estate near:-Kirby
Moorside, the particulars of which wiil
be detailed in the next Report:: - = >
-JOSEPH STRUT'F; Presadent. ,
melzester, May 1, 1824 Do
—* o ' l )

Manchester College, York

Proposed Unitarian Chapel W elf
bourne, neur York,

- THE followmg is a brief: aocount of the
state of a small congregation of Unita:
rians ‘and Unitarian Baptists now exist-
ing at Wellbourne, a village not: far from
York. ‘When, by the alterationin the rules
of this Institution, the senior studeats, at
the beginning of -this sessjon, undertook
missions to varigus places about. York,
they were introduced to this vﬂlage by
John Mason, an Unitarian Baptist, whose
humble but zealous exertions in: this
neighbourhood have been atténded . with
the greatest success. In- the villages -
round York, he has not only set on- foot
small societics of Unitarian Baptists, but
succeeded in turning several, as well from -
speculative efror, as from the. paths of
vice to purity and holiness of life. At
Wellbourne he had established a sodiety,
highly ‘respectable in point of number,
and by his means the students were in+
troduced ‘to the village. . '‘Phrough the
whole of this. session their services have
been received- in the place with a degree
of gratitude, interest and affection from
this humble but worthy society, - which
can be estimated ounly by those whe, hav-
ing spent the Sunday among them, haveé
Wltnessed their zeal in the cause of reli-
gion, and their exemplary Christian cha~
racter. ‘The services have been conducted
in a small and Inconvenient rgom be-
longing to one of the members, which,
with the adjoining, has been often crowd-
ed t6 excess. With the cordial exertion
and assistance 6f many of the members
a Sunday-school has been established
there ; and in a very small room, but thé
only one to be had for the purpose for
the last thrée months, upwards of 70 or
80 children have legularly 1ece1ved in-
struction.

“There cannhot, we conceive, be a strong-
er exemplification of the truth that Uni-
tarianism is the religion for the poors
though its aspect may be exceedingly
different in most of the wealthy towns in
this country. And they who are inte-
rested. in the spread of religions trath,
and: can. estimate the value of a simplé
but solid and practical faith to those whe
most need its influenee, will be delighted
to find that Unitaiianism has’taken-deep
roat, and flourished in a village, where
the ordmamly popular sects, Methodists
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and Rantérs, have failed, though - hot
without €ffort. Under these auspices;
and 4n. such & promising state of things,
it must evidently be desirable that every
obstacle to the full operation of what we
considetr truth should be removed, and
we, therefore, propose the erecﬁon of a
chapel in the place. There is no place
of ‘worship at present there. [t will
be surely mterpreted as an omen favour-
able to the cause” of religious truth in
this age of sectarian zeal, to see an Uni-
tarian chapel raising its head as the sale
guardian of religion in an English village.
‘The chapel we intend to build as eco-
nomically as possible, in the vacationy
to be. ready for the students on their
return next session; and we send this
brief notice of the case to the Unitarian
public, to enable them to judge whether
or not it be worthy of their cordial sup-
port. Our regular congregation at Well-
bourne cannot be far from a hundred,
the room being often inconveniently full.
‘The school we have established seems to
have removed every prejudice against
Unitarianism, both there and in the
neighbourhood. There are many who
wounld attend a chapel who object to a
private house. There is every" prospect
of its being resorted to by many from
the surrounding villages, which are thickly
scattered, and where services have not
unfr equently been conducted by the stu-
dents ; and, perhaps, the best recom-
mendation of the whole will be the ex-
cellent, pious and Christian character of
the people for whose sakes the chapel
will be built, and who 1llustnously exhi-
bit the power of Unitarian views, to en-
lighten the minds and purify the hearts
of the poorest; but most peculiarly fa-
voured followers of the religion of Jesus.

The Secretary to the College Dis-
sionary Society.

"Towards the completion of this plan
fifty pounds have been already collected
in York and its vicinity, including £10
from Mrs. Mary Hughes. Further sub-
scriptions will be received by the Rev.
Charles Wellbeloved, York, and the Rev.
Robert Aspland, Hackney

e

. The First Anniversary of the Tenterden
District of the Kent and Sussex Unitarian
Christian Association took place on Wed-
nesday, May 26th. It was introduced
with an afternoon service. Mr. Harding
read the Scriptures; Mr. H. Green as-
sisted the congregation in prayer; Mr:
Taplin delivered the sermorn and con-
cluded. 'Those of the congregation who
were inclined, then adjourned to the
‘Woolpatk Inn; where115 persons of both
sexes partook of tea. Mr. Mace, was
then called to the Chair. Various.senti-

Intelligence.<-Tenterden Unitarian Association. .

ments,’ ¢orrésponding With the occasiony
weéere offered ; and. obseérvations made
upon them by some of the company pre-
sent. . The cordial harmony which attends
these meetings prevailed in every part of
the room; and at the usual hour the
company retlred, rejoicing in their reli-
gious advantages, and that they had
been favoured by Divine Providence with
another opportunity of bearing their open
testimony to the Divine Unity, and to
the sole and supreme worship due to the
one only hvmg and true God.
- L. HOLDEN, Secxet&ry
June 1, 1824 S
e
SIR,’ |

In the account that was forwarded for
insertion in the Mon. Repos. ; (p. 334,) of
the second anniversary of the Moor Lane
Society, Bolton, were the following pa-
ragraphs. As the statement of the pro-
ceedings copied from the Christian Re-
flector, does not contain these, [ shall feel
obliged by their insertion in the ensumg
number,

The congregation, at its annual meet-
ing, unanimously resolved, “¢ That the
support which this congregatlon has re-
ceived from the friends of pure and un-
defiled religion has excited in the breasts
of its members the liveliest emotions of
gratitude; and they should not deo justice
to their feelings; were they not; in the
warmest terms and manner, to returna
their respectful thanks to the contribu-
tors towards the liquidation of the debt
on their meeting-house; at the same time
expressing their hope that their past and
future conduct, as a religious society,
will shew that the obloquy under which
they have laboured was totally unme-
rited.”

The congregation having understood it
to be the intention of several individuals
and Fellowship Funds to contribute to-
wards the liquidation of their debt, beg
to state to those parties, and to others
interested in their prosperity, that if pos-
sible a vestry and school will be built by
the Society. After the exertions which
they have already made; especially- at
their late Anniversary, they feel them-
selves unable to do much; but. as: th¢
erection of a vestry and school is essens
tially . requisite to the comfort and use-
fulness of the congregation, they enter-
tain the hope that the. liberality of the
public will enable them to carry these
intentions into effect. From Mrs., Too-
goad, of Sherborne; they respectfully ac«
knowledge 5/.; and any further sums
which may be contributed, will be ad: .
vertised on the cover of’ the Monthly
Repository.

GEORGE HARRIS.

Dolton, June, 1824 '
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" BuxTown CHAPEL will be open for dlywe sen‘ige at eleven o cloék in. the mommgs
and five in the evenings of the foIlowmg days, when the ministers, whose names are

aunexed are appointed to preach.

Jaly 11,
18,
| 25. Geor
Aug. 1.
15,
22.
; 29.
Sept. 5.
- 12,
19. .
26.

Rev. Janies Br ooks, of Hyde, Cheshu'e |

. Franklin Bdker, of BoKon, Lancashire.
Cheetham, of Macclesfield, Cheshire.
John ,G’r’. Robberds, of Manchester.
8. William Hineks, of Liverpool.
Samuel Parker, of Stockpert,
John Gaskell, of Dukinfield. - o 1
Dr. Philipps, of -Sheflield. ' » : |
Edward Higginson, of Derby.
—— Brettell, of Rotherham.
Benjamin Carpeater, of Nottingham. I
Charles Wallace, of A.ltrmcham. R

- 4 W WHITELEGG Secretarv t0o t,he Trustees

Dudley Doubie Leeture. |

On Whlt-’l‘uesday, June 8th, the An-
nual Meeting of Ministers deuommated
the Double Lecture, took place at Dudley.
The Rev. James Scott, of Cradley, con-
ducted the devotional service. Two in-
teresting sermons were preached : the
former by the Rev, Benjdmm Carpenter,
of Nottm{,ham, on Luke vi. 44 : ¢ For
every tree is known by his own frui. For
of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a
bramble bush gather they grapes:” the
latter by the Rev. Alexander Paterson,
of Stourbridge, on Acts xiii. 30: ¢ God
raised him from the dead,” Twelve mi-
nisters were present, and the congrega-
tion was numerous and respectable. The
Rev. R. Lloyd, of Kingswood, and the
Rev. W. Bowen, of Coventry, were ap-
pomted to preach at the next Anpiversary.

J. H. B.
. ' e

THE Annual Meeting of the Devon and
Cornwall Unitarian Association will be
held at Cullompton, on Wednesday, the
/th of July, when the Rev. H. Acton, of
Exeter, is expected to preach. .

Kzater, June 5, 1824.

> FEceclesiastical Preferment.

'CHARLES JAMES . BLomriELD, D. D,
is appointed to the bishoprick of Chester,
vacant by the Translation of Dr. Law to
the see of Bath and Wells,

--“-—-—-

THE Pr'mmtwe Methodists, commonly
called Ranters, held their Annual Con-
ference lately for a fortnight, at Halifax,
when about seventy preachers and dele-
gates attended. ‘They have in-connexion,
33,536 members ; 238 itinerant preach-
ers; and 1,402 local preachers. Increasé
of members during the past year, 4, 240
—-—~Leeds M. ereury.

.
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in the Cathedral at York.

-‘-

EBASMUS s far-famed G'reelz Testammt,
on vellum, printed at Basil 1519, in which
edltlon Erasmus omitted the celebrated
verse .in St. John’s Eplstles, lespectmg

the three heavenly witnesses, was .
chased yesterday at Eéans s, by the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury, for £140 Sir

Mark Sykes bought this book in Holland

for £30. There is but one other copy y of
1t known to exist on vellnm, and that is
Sir Mark
Sykes manifested so ardent a disposition
to possess this volume, that prevmusly to

his fortunate purchase abroad, he is said

to have offered the Archbishop aund Dean
and Chapter of York, one thousand gu
neas for their copy, which they refused

Mr. Thorpe, the bookseller, was the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s powerful
competitor.

Morn. Chron., June 2.
PARLIAMENTARY.
HOUSE OF LORDS,

May 28, 1824.

Corporation and Test Acts.

Lord HorLLAND presented a petmon
from certain Protestant Dissenters of the
town of Chichester against the Test and
Corporation Acts. His Lordship said,
the petition related to a most important
subject, and though he was obliged to
respect one of the Acts (the Test Act) to
which it related, as the law of the land,
yet he thought, after bestowing on it a

‘great deal of conblderatlon, it ought to
be characterized as an Act for hmltmg

the King’s Prerogative, and violating the

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, produ-

émg only perjury and crimes. It was
highly incumbent, he thought, that thesg
Acts should be reconsidered He did not
pledge. ‘himself to bring forward any mea-
sure on the sub;;ect ; ‘but the subject was
worthy of mature consideration both in




378

doors and out of doors. He had no
doubt, when the subject was understood,
all denominations of Christians would
wish the law amended.

*’

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
JUNE 4. |
Corporation and Test Acts.

Mr. HUME presented a petition from
Chichester for the repeal of these Acts.—
Mr. J. SmiTH hoped more such petitions
would come in against that disgrace to
the Statute-book. Sir J. NEWPORT re-
marked, that Dean. Swift had asserted,
that if 'the Test and Corporation Acts
were repealed, the Dissenters would over-
throw the Church Establishment in Ire-
land. They were, however, repealed in
1782, without producing that effect. ¢ To
shew,” continued the Honourable Baro-
net, ¢ how little was known of this re-
peal by Ministers, I may mention, that
within these five years, I was speaking
to a minister on the subject of Catholic
Emancipation, and he told me that one
of his greatest objections to that measure
was, that it would be impossible to pre-
vent the repeal of the Test and Corpora-
tion Acts. [ told him that the Test and
Corporation Acts in Ireland /Zad been
repealed, so far as Protestant Dissenters
were concerned, forty years ago. He
would not believe the fact, and was only
convinced by my producing the Statute.
Such is the effect of being led by preju-
dice, rather than by judgment.”—The
petition, of which the following is a copy,
was ordered to be prmted

The humble petmon of the undersigned
persons, being Protestant Dissenters of
several denominations, in the city of
Chichester,

Respectfully sheweth,

That your petitioners, conscientiously
dissenting from the National Church-
Establishment of England upon the same
principle on which Protestants separate
from the Church of Rome, and conceiv-
ing that all civil disabilities and pepal
statutes are utterly inconsistent with that
true Protestant principle, the right of
private judgment in matters of religion ;
and that religious tests afford great ad-
vantage to the unprincipled and insincere,
by whom they are disregarded over the
honest and conscientious ; humbly beg
leave to call the attention of your Rxght;
‘Honourable House to thisé penalt;es, to
which the Dissenters from the Establish-
mwent are still liable; in. the conﬁdem
couviction, that, from the increasing libe-
rality of the tnnes, a hbcrallty that has
frequently been displayed “in the Acts of

_strictly‘ enforced ;

Intelligence.~Pdrliamentary : Corporation and Test Aets.

your Right Honourable House, the relief

they beg thus humbly to solicit will not
be refused.

That without entenng into the ques-
tlon, whether or not it was the intention
of the Legislature, in passing the Acts of
the 13th and 25th of his Majesty Charles
IInd, commonly called the Corporation
and Test Acts, to exclude from civil
offices Protestant Dissenters, your peti-
tioners would beg to suggest, that though
withdrawing from the Ecclesiastical Es-
tablishment of the country, Protestant
Dissenters have ever shewn themselves
the most strenuous defenders of its con-
stitutional liberties, and while they dis-
claim the charge of seeking political power
for themselves, they cannot but feel that
to close against them the avenues to ho-
nourable distinction, is not only to de-
prive the country of their services, but
cruelly and unjustly to stigmatize them
with comparative disaffection, after up-
wards of a century of tried loyalty, and
thereby to hold them forth to the igno-
rant, the bigoted and the malevolent, as
marks of obloquy and persecution.

The circumstance of some persons be-
longing to the body of Protestant Dis-
senters, accepting oftices, or becoming
members of corporations, notwithstand-
ing these excluding statutes, does not, in
the apprehension of your petitioners, de-
tract from the weight of the foregoing
observations, nor diminish the injustice
and impolicy of the statutes themselves ;
for, not to do more than remark, that
Dissenters so accepting offices, or be-
coming members of corporations, are few
compared with the whole body, your
petitioners feel assured, that conscien-
tious Nonconformists must, ere they de-
termine what course to pursue, experi-
ence a severe mental conflict between
the calls of civil duty and their réligious
opinions, or must trust to the Indemnity
Act, annually passed by your Honourable
House, to protect them from the penalties
incurred by violation of the statutes in
question.

That your petitioners beg, with all hu-
mility, to submit to your Honourable
House, whether the Indemnity Act, pass-
ed from time to time by your Honourable
House, be not a virtual acknowledgmeut
that the statutes, of which your petition-

ers crave the repeal, are improper, and

cannot, in these enlightened times, be
and your petitioners,

without inquiring whether it be not more

“wise to repeal, laws which are thus kept
in continual abeyance, beg to submit to

your Honourable House that whatever
the protection, incidental or otherwise,
afforded by the Iddemnity Acts, those
Acts can never restore Dissenters to that
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just state ip society, from which, for no
crime : ejtlyer proved or jastly imputed,

they are excluded, and which dishonour,
in the  judgment of your petitioners, can
be removed -only by the repeal of the
statuteés in question, at least as far as by
their present operation Protestant Dis-
senters are affected. = &

- Youyr petitioners humbly pray your
Honourable House to take the premisés
into your serious consideration, aud to
grant  them relief, and your petitioners
shall ever pray, &c. &c. "

June 17.

ON rising to present a Petition on
this subject, Mr. W, SMITH spoke nearly
as follows :—

- ¢ MR. SPEAKER,

¢¢ The 'petition which I am about to
present being of very considerable im-
gortance,‘ whether we regard the num-
ber of petitioners, (which is near ten
thousand,) their respectability, or the
magnitude of the objects to which it re-
lates, I cannot "but request for it the
particular attention of the House. It
dces not include the Methodists of either
class, nor, of course, the Catholics;
but, with these exceptions, may be said
to include all the Dissenters of England,
and to speak the sentiments of sectaries
of every description, differing from each
other in almost every shade of religious
opinion within the pale of Christianity,
and agreeing only in their objection to
the discipline of the Established Church,
and in general attachment to the princi-
ples of religious liberty. ‘The grievance
complained of is, their being subjected
to civil disabilities merely on account of
their nonconformity ta the ecclesiastical
establishment. For this reason alone,
they are by law disqualified from holding
any office. of trust, power or emolument,
and without the proof, or even the jm-
putation of guilt, are exposed to pains and
penalties which by law are aftixed only
to heinous and infamous crimes. ‘T'reat-
ment like this they presume to think is
at variance with all just and sound prin-
ciples of government, and in these en-
hghtened times can be maintained no
longer than it is permitted to rewnain
unexamined and wunimpeached. | be-
lieve, Sir, that the Catholic requests
have of late made considerable progress
in public opinion, and that the principal
objection which remains against granting
their emancipation, arises from their
acknowledgment of the spiritual supre-
macy of a foreign potentate. It is not
now my intention to argue any branch
of this 'question — were | s0 to do; |
should prefer taking the ground which I
think - the most firm and tenable as
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well as the most liberal,—¢ that mno
civil disadvantages should be imposed on
account of religious opinion’ or profes-
sion,” by which the door would ' certdinly
be opened to the Catholics; but to ad-
mit the claim of the Dissenters, it is not
necessary to lay so broad a foundation ;
as, so far from holding, in common with
the Catholics, the supremacy of the head
of a Foreign Church, they acknowledge
no such power on earth, and voluntarily
submitted (whether discreetly or not may
be questioned) to the yoke which they
have ever since borne, for the very pur-
pose of facilitating the exclusion of a
Catholic prince from the throne. It is
not, Sir, my intention at present to
ground any motion on this petition. [
have only been requested to present it in
order to engage to this very important
concern the serious consideration of the
Legislature, and to intimate the proba-
bility of its being ere long brought in the
shape of a motion before the House.—Mr.
RoBERTSON said he considered this peti-
tion fraught with danger to the Estab-
lished Church. Such was the growing
influence of that class of men to whom
the petitioners belonged, that they were
courted by all parties, both by the Go-
vernment and by the gentlemen opposite,
and into whatever scale they threw their
weight it was sure to preponderate. No
man could accuse him of being either
narrow - minded or bigoted; but he
thought it was necessary to withstand
the rising importance of this class of
men, which was going on with extra-
ordinary celerity. If some check was
not given, possibly we might see them,
in the-course of the next Session, s
powerful and influential, that it woul
be impossible to carry on the business of
the State or of the Established Church ;
and, therefore, he should oppose any
further concessions to them.—Mr. WiL-~
LIAM SmiTH said, hé should not add any
thing further by way of reply to what
had fallen from the Honourable Member,
than merely to observe that he had mis-
taken all the facts.'”” (Hear, hear, hear!)

The petition was as follows :— '

‘The humble petition of the under-
signed persons, being PROTESTANT Dis-
SENTERS of the Three Denominations,
Presbyterian, Independent, and Baptist,
iu the Metropolis and its Vieinity,
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, |

‘That your petitioners are the succes-
sors, and, in many instamces, the lineal
descendants of those persoms who, though
dissenting from the KEcelesiastical Estab-
lishment of the country, were ever found
among the most strenuous defenders of
its ‘constitutional bbertics; who were
universally zealous-in assisting to estab-
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ish the glorious. Revolution of King le.

iam the Thiid, and active in opposing
the criminal struggles which were subse-
quently made in favour of the deposed
Monarch,, and that your pet,moners,
early trained in these priuciples, have
ever steadily maintained them as the
only solid and rational ground of union
between the sovereign and the supject,
in the reciprocal bonds of generqus con-
fidence and affectionate duty.

'That your petitiouers have always been
accustomed to regard the exercise of
private judgment in religious affairs, as
a right, natural, absSlute amd inaliena-
ble ; supreme]y important as affecting
the highest interests, and involving the
most sacred duties of man; and neces-
sarily including the liberty, not merely of
worshiping in the mode his conscience
approves, but, also, of publicly declaring
and defending the opintons he entertains ;
without which, indeed, scarcely could
any religious fxeedom be said to be
granted ; for as freedom of thought can-
not be xestxamed by human power, its
most unlimited exercise cannot be the
subject of human councession.

'I'hat your petitioners bow down in the
sincerest thankfulness to Divine Provi-
dence, for having so accelerated the pro-
gress of light and knowledge in the
world, that these truths, which but a
few generations ago could not have been
asserted but at the risk of personal
liberty and even of life, are now almost
universally and completely recognized in
all Protestant and in many Catholic
states. |

That your petitioners are farther de-
sirous of ad\nowledgmg, with grateful
satisfaction, the large improvement of
their legal situation in this country, du-
ring the life of his late Majesty, in
which period more was effected than
under any preceding reign to emancipate
religion from the civil thraldom to which
it was formerly subjected.

That, nevertheless, this freedom can-
not be complete, as far as respects your
petitioners, while they remain proscribed
and degraded on account of their non-
conformity to the National Church.

That while such ponconformity was
held legally criminal, (however unjustly,)
it might, consistently at least, have been
visited with punishment. But since the
religious rights of your petitioners have
been acknowledged, and their profession
and worship legalized, the continuance of
punishment ou these accounts, in what-
ever shape or under whatever pretext, is
not only unjust in itself, bat inconsistent
with the principles on which every re-
laxation in their favour has been granted.

~That your petitioners are not ignorant
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of the pleas on which their request has
been resisted; bat they flatter:; them-,
selves that the justice and liberality of
the. present times will no-longer urge
agamst, them, that to be debarred from
the common advantages enjoyed by other
inngcent citizens is not punishment ; esw
pecially when such degradation is, indeed,
well known to the ]Jaw, but only as the
appropriate penalty upon heinous aud
disgraceful crimes. They trust that -elis
gibility to office will no longer be refused
to them when asked as a common right,

from the palpable error of cOnfoundmg
it with the actual possession of office;
which latter no Dissenter was ever :so
absurd as to expeet, otherwise than in
the same course with their fellow-sub.
jects; but in their claim to. be -held
equally eligible, they are eorroborated by
the well-known declaration of King Wil-
Iiam the 'Third, — that ‘ he wished a
door should be open for the admission,
into his service, of all Protestants who
were able and willing: to serve him ;” and
when it is obvious that the principle of
the arbitrary exclusion of some from all
offices of power, trust and emolument,
for the imagined security of others, may
be used to justify every species of re-
striction and degree of severity, extend-
ing to the deprivation of property, liberty,
and even life itself ; if (as has often been
the case) a prejudiced, misjudging, or
fanatic majority should choose to deem
such extremities necessary for their. own
satisfacticn or the safety of their religion ;
—and your petitioners conceive the in-
fliction of any of these evils,.in their
higher or lower degrees, on account of
religious persuasion eor profession, to be,
according to the most accurate and ac-
knowledged definition, persecution for
conscience’ sake,

That with respect to the relief afforded
them by the annual Indemnity Act, so
often held forth as amounting to a virtual
repeal of the disqualifylng statutes, your
petitioners decline entering into discus-
sions of its extent or eflficacy; nor will
they inquire whether it be not more wise
(as it certainly would be more magnani-
mous) at once to rcpeal laws whose ope-
ration is asserted to be thus kept in con-
tinual abeyance : it is enough for them to
observe, that a partial and. discretional
indemnity against penalties still left to
be incurred, is neither constitutional se-
curity por equal justice. 'They well know,
that though these Acts may incidentally
afford proiection to them as well as to
those 1n whose favour they were meant
to operate, (though not to the extent
which has been imagined,) yet that for
their ease or relief they were never in-
tended ; and the injury which your .peti-
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gioners most deeply and generally feel is
of a different nature < their. universal
exclusion . from all the offices of society
conferring honour, trust angd emolument,
although they are ealled on to contribute
their full share to all the burthens and
expenses of the State, even those levied
for purposes pw:ely Ecclesiastical, 1is,
doubtless, a particalar. injury to- some
few of their bedy who might otherwise,
probably, be oecasionally appointed to
such situations ;—but this is an evil light
and trivial compared with the grievance
of which they principally complain, viz.
that, by this exclasion, they ave al/, in-
discriminately, held up to public odium,
as uuaworthy to be admitted to such par-
ticipation ; and they ask from what por-
tion of this dishonour can the Indemnity
Acts relieve them ; or how restore them
to that, their just station, from which,
for no crime either proved or even im-~
puted, they have beeu so harshly thrust
away ? -

That your petitioners humbly conceive,
that even allowing the abstract right of
cmploying all imeans for the defence of
an cstablished religion,. it would still re-
main doubtful whether such restrictive
laws confer any real security; and far
more so, such a degree of it as to render
expedient the use of weapous so ques-
tionable; but that, on the contrary, jus-
tice and liberality are the natural sources
of strength and safety, while danger is
the far more common result of suspicious
policy and ¢ppressive conduct. In this
opinion, also, your petitioners are again
supported by the same royal authority
before quoted, as recorded in your jour-
nals, viz. ¢ that granting ease to Dissen-
ters would contribute very much to the
establishment of the Church.”

They farther presume to represent,
that the specific test imposed is liable to
the immputation of profaning a solemn rite
of Christian worship, to the great disgust
of many religious members of the Esta-
blished Church, aud to the scandal of re-
ligion itself : and that it is farther objec-
tionable, because it can only deter the
conscientious, while it i3 wholly power-
less against unprincipled ambition. But
that ou such arguments, as affecting
themselves, your petitioners are little
_dlSPOS.ed to insist, because, by any other
mpediment equally efficient, they would
still deem themselves equally aggrieved ;
and that, for the impropriety of the test,
those who ordain it, and not those who
suffer under it, are responsible. |

On the whole, your petitioners humbly
pray this Honourable House to take the
premisgs “intp their serious consideration,
and to grant them relief : and they per-
Suade themselves, that-the improvements

of their. situation already conceded,: sa
far from -affording auy just reason: for
expeeting them to continue passive under
the remnants of: the gallieg yoke,. may
rather be regarded as an €ncouragement
fromn the Legislature, respeetfully, but
frankly, to submit to its wisdom the ex-
pediency of abolishing every fragment of
that system of restraint on.religious pro«
fession, which had -its origin in times of
darkness and intolerance, aud by which
your petitioners are to this day severely;
and, as they presume to think, injuriously
affected. | S
And your pectitioners shall ever pray;
&c. |

L 2

JUNE 18. o :

Petition of the Rev. Robert Tuylor for
Religious Liberty.

- Mr. HuME presented a petition from
the Rev. Robert Taylor, Clerk, Bachelor
of Arts, and Secretary to the Society of
Benevolence in the city of Dublin.  The
prayer of the petition was, that he might
be permitted to open a chapel for the
worship of Almighty God, without any
reference to the authorities of antiquity.
The Honourable Member took occasion
to express his disapprobation of the pro-
secutions which were going forward every
day on account of religious opinions.. No-
thing, in his mind, could be more injudi-
cious than the severe punishments which
were inflicted. 1t was-shocking to observe
such bigotry and persecution in this en-
lightened age; and if the judges were to
imitate the disgraceful counduct of _the
Recorder of London, it would bring the
whole bench into disrepute. It was mon-
strons to find, that because a mamn con-
dacted his own defence, he should be
sentenced to three years’ imprisonment.
He thought the persecutors were worse
than those persecuted, for they were sub-
orners of the crime. The practice was
disgraceful in the highest degreé¢. - He
was sorry he did not sece in their place
any of the Law Officers of the Crown. He
had had the petition for some days, but
was unable to find any of the Learned
Gentlemen in their place ; and he trusted
that that portion of his Majesty’s Minis-
ters who were not bigots or persecutors,
would put an end to this disgraceful sys-
tem.

Mr. Wynn~ said it would have been
much better if the Honourable Member
had presented the petition in the presence
of the Attorney or Solicitor-General, or
the Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment ; for these prosecutions must of
course be carried on under the authority
of the Seeretary of State. With respect
to the quantum of punishment, that must
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be regulated by a variety of eircumstances,
such as the repetmon of the offence, and
also by what the Honourable Member
had alluded to, namely, the mode of con-
ducting the prisoner’s defence. All these
circumstances, the judge must consider in
inflicting pumsbment. ‘With respect to
the prayer of the petition, he should not
object to its bemg brought up, although
he was inclined to think there .was a
remedy at law. to which the petmoner
. might resort.

- Mr. Monck said, the sooner we put an
end to these prosecutions the better, and
particularly ' for the Church. Nothing
could be more erroteous than to think
of putting down opinions by law—they
should be met by argument and example.
~ Mr. HumME said, be thought it right to
add, that this gentleman had opened a
chapel in Dublin, but he was attacked by
the mob and driven from it.

The petition, of which the following is

a copy, was then laid on the table.

- ¢ To the Honourable the Knights, Ci-
tizens and Burgesses m Parliament
- assembled.

“ The Petition of the Reverend ROBERT
TAYLOR, Clerk, Bachelor of Arts, Chap-
lain and Secretary of the Society of Uni-
versal Benevolence in Dublin, residing at
No. 2, Water Lane, Fleet Street, London,

L SWEWETH—That-your petitioner is
a regular and canonically-ordaived Cler-
gyman of the Established Church. ‘That
having been duly educated in the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, and having acquired
all the learning and kuowledge deemned
necessary to the accomplishment of a
Christian Minister, he entered into holy
orders with entire sincerity of heart.
T"hat bhaving for upwards of five years
officiated in his ministry with great ac-
ceptance to the congregations committed
to his charge, and never having incurred

New-Publications,

nor deserved any ecclesiasticsl ‘censure,
his more extended: inquiﬂesand mcrease
of knowledge since acquired, under the
influence of that same principle of since-
rity by which he hath been ever actuated

have ' given him reason to reject tbose
things 'as fabulous and false, which, in
his less informed state of mind, he held
to be sacred and true.

‘¢ Your petitioner, - therefore, hnmbly~
prayeth that he may have liberty to teach
and preach the great truths and obliga-
tions of NATURAL RELiGION, which he
now holdeth to be that alone 'which hath
Almighty God for its ~author, and alone
sufficient to make men wise and happy,
as opposed to the jargon of scriptural
theology, which your petitioner conscien-
tiously believes to be AS FALSE AS Gob is
TRUE, and which, therefore, can- only
tend to make them stupid mnserable and
wicked.

« And your petitioner playeth that it
may be lawfu] for him to open a chapel
for the public worship of Almlghty God
on the principles of Reason and Universal
Benevolence, without reference or respect
tc any authority of that statute-book of
the law of the land vulgarly called the
Holy Bible: and that the chapel so to
be opened may be under legal pretection
from all such assaults, interruptions and
murderous violence, as the Methodists
and Evangelicals of Dublin attempted
against the person of your petitioner
when officiating at the chapel of the So-
ciety of Universal Beunevolence in that
city, on the 28th of March last: and that
like allowance and protection of law may
be continued to all chapels opened upon
the principles of Natural Religion, till
their security against the rage of evan-
gelical intolerance shall be established in
the acquiescence of an enlightened people.

< ROBERT TAYLOR.”
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e -

Mathilde.” "By J. Beresford, M. A.
10s. 6d.
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*“The Séven Laras, Miscellaneoas Poems
and ‘Franslations - of lzaal; *Marl
'12mo - 38.6d.. -

Songs of Esrael BQ( W. Knox
5.9

Poems and Soﬁgq, ch;eﬂ ‘Scotush
~By R. K. Douglas. :Fodlscap 8vo. 7s.6d.

‘Marquis of Lansdowne’s Speech ona
Motion for the Recogpition of the Inde-
;pehdencée of  the Tate Spanish Colouies in
South- Amenca, ‘by *the ‘Br itish Gmern-
ment. 8vo.' 25 6d.

The Earl of Liverpool’s Speech on the
same Question. ‘8vo. 28,6d.

“ Aecount of ‘the Orgamzatmn, Adml-
aistr ation and Present State of the Mili-
tary’ Colomes of Russm By Robert Lyall
M. D 2s. Gd

A View of the Revenues of the Paro-
chial Clergy of this Kingdom, from the
‘Earliest  Times. . By the - Rev. Daniel
‘Lysons, M. A. F. R, S aud F.S. A. 2s.
-6d.

A Letter to the Bev. C. D. Brereton,
iv Reply to his Observations on the Ad-
ministration of the Poor Laws in Agri-
-cu}tut‘al Didtricts. By W. Coplabd Shar-
tington, Norfolk. 3s.

An Answer to the Abbé Dubois’ ¢ Let-
teis on the State of Christidnity in India.”
By Henry Townley, Missionary to Bengal.
Crown 8vo. 4s. 6d.

Thoughts é6n the Present State of Po-
pular Opmmn in matters of Religion in
Euvgland ; ' addressed espec:ally to the
National - Clergy, with a Postscript re-
specting the -Heme Missionary Society,
‘&ec. By F. Merewether, M. A, Rector of
Cole Orton, &c.- ' 2s. 6d.

- An nnpartlal View of the State of
Rehglon in Penzance and its Vicinity.
({To correct the Misrepresentations of G.
C. Smith, Baptist Mimster) By Vm—
dicator. 1s. 64. -

Infants® Church Membership and Bap-
tism proved to be God’s own Ordinance,
in an Argument managed betwixt two
Friends : being a Reprint of a Scarce
Tract, first printed 1728, @éd.

"Thoughts ‘on the Abolition of Slaver},,
bumbly submitted in a Letter to the King.
8vo. 1s.

A Letter to the Rev. R. Hall; of Lei-
cester, in Answer to his Attack on West-
India Pyoprietors. . B‘y James Barstow,
Esq. 8vo. |
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‘The General Baptists: A Sermon,
preached before the Annual Assembly of

f -

‘the Genersil ’Baptlsfs ‘at. the |

con. -

New Pubﬁwiﬁﬁbwﬁﬁf’owespondenoe. |

Worth “Streei,;

mmfan June: 4;;1:;-1_82-4.'

“Por Chiistian iMlssnons to the Heﬁthen
An:Oration, delivered before the London
Mlsswuary Society, at - their Anmversary
1824. > By Edward ermg, ‘A:M: 8vo.
23.°6d.- (T]xe Profits to the Wldcw of
Missionary Smith.) -

Obligations . of Clmstians to promote
Sabbath: Schools : preachéd at W olver-
hampton. By J: Roaf,-

- Grounids: alrd Principles’ of the C]uuch
of England, a Charge to the Clergy of
the Archdeaconty ‘of London, May 5;
1824.. By J. H. Pott, AfM 9 Archdea-
1s; 6d.

. Preached in the Parish Chm'ch of St,
John, Clerkenwell, M.\y 9, 1824, on
behalf of the: Geuel al ?lillanthrtxpnc So-
ciety. By John'Jebb, D.D., F.R. S,

Blah()p of Limerick. “8vo. 1.

‘St. Paul the Advaocate of Christianity :
an Assize Sermon at ‘Horsham, April 22,
1824. -By 'F. ‘R. Spragg, A M 8vo.
1s. 6d.

“On the Parable of the Umust Stewald
By R. Michell, D. D., Rector of Fryern-
ing and Vicar of Eastwood Essex. :

‘Exc¢itement to increasmg Zeal and Li-
berality in pursuit of Mlssmnary Objects

By J. Hyatt.
Funeral.”

On the Death of the Bt. HOn. ‘l‘homab
Villiers Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, in the
Parish Church of Watford, Herts, March
21, 1824. By J.H. B.’Vlountam,A ‘M.,
Vicar of Hemel Heinpstead. 8vo. ls. 6d.

Preached after the Interment of the
Rev. John Sykes, of Guestwick, Norfolk:
'fo which is added, A Brief Hlstmy of
the Church and its Mlmsters. By John
Alexander.

The Divine PrESence in, the Gloomy
Vale, on the Death of 'T. W. Creighton,
aged 10, and Drinave, frony Madagascar,
aged 15. By John Clunie, LL.D:, Prin-
cipal of Leaf-Square Grammar Scho()l
Manchester,

The Value of Human Life: preached
at King.Street Chapel, Maidstene, March
21, 1824, the Evening before the Execu-
tion of James Clover for the Muxder of
liVIrs Marsh. By Wllham Groser. 8vo.

The Consolations. of Religion Vindi-
cated from the Chargé of Enthusmsm
o1 the Death  of Mrs Morell, of Wy-
mondley. By R. Halley. 8vo. 1s. 6d.’
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